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MARINE ATTACK SQUADRON 251
MARINE AIRCRAFT GROUF 15
aircraft, Fleet larine Force, Facific
Marine Corps Air Station
El Toro (3anta #Ana), California
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PERIOD OF 1 APRIL THROUGH 30 AFRIL 1952
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SECURITY INFORIATION

- }Larine attack Squadron 251 was located at the U. S. l.arine oorps
air Station El Toro (Santa ana), california. The commanding
of ficer from 1 april through 28 April 1952 was Lieutenant Jolonel
arthur L. 1.ORAN 02610/7302, U. S. harine Corps. On 28 april 1952

}.ajor C. H. I'OORL 09418/7302, U. S. lLarine Corps assumed the duties

“Ajoyiny

124d

of commanding officer, by reason of the Colonel's golng on furlough.
This scuadron was a unit of Yarine aircraft Group 15 from 1 +pril
through 30 April 1952, During the period covered b¥ this report, 1l
april through 30 april 1952, lLarine attack squadron 251 conducted
routine assignment of personnel, on the iob training, and basic train-
ing in order tO accomnlish the missions assigned.

The missions of this squadron are:

a. The rrimary missions of a larine attack oSauadron are to con-
duct flight operations 1in support of the Fleet }.arine Force and Naval

Forces afloat in amphibious operations.

b. The secondary missions of a l.arine attack Souadron are to aug-

ment or replace Naval air units aboard aircraft carriers and to provide

air defense of advanced Naval bases.
The tasks assigned are:

a. lMust be able to provide adequate close air support through abi-

lity to deliver:

(1) accurate dive bombing attacks;

(2) Accurate glide bombing attacks;

(3) Agcurate Strafing Ettacks;

b.

lust be prepared to provide adequate air defense by ability to

intercept and destroy all attacking enemy aircraft.
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¢c. Must be prepared to assist in defending against enemy surface

attack.

d. lust be prepared to operate from either 2 land base or a

carrier basc.

e. Iust be prepared to support offensive action as follows:

(1) Deliver coordinated attacks against ships and lend targets;

(2) Deliver attacks against the enemy air force;

f. lust be prepared to provide anti-submerine defense 2S directed.

o g. 1ust be prepared to provide spotting for Naval gunfire and shore
artillery as directed.
mej h. lust be prepared to furnish visual aerial reconnaissance.
air On 6 April this squadron deployed to NAAS Ll Centro, leaving behind at
The MCAS, E1 Toro a rear echelon of 1 officer and 25 enlisted men.
X On 10 april AL-17 (81151) piloted by 2ndLt. D. R. ANN.ND 054592/7301,
i lity crashed near NaaS, Rl Centro. otrike damage was suffered by the air-
craft and the pilot was seriously injured, (See appendix 3) :
On 18 April this squadron redeployed to kJsS, El Toro from Naas, El ;
ventro.
b, On 22 april, LtCol. a. k. IIORAN 0£610/7302 went on leave. Major C.
intercﬁl H. IOORE 09418/7302 assumed the duties of commanding ufficer.

During the month of april 1952, Naval aviators assigned to this squad-

ron participated in a total of six hundred and sixty-seven (667) hours

of flight for a total of four hundred and fifteen (415) sorties.

(See appendix 2)
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personnel strength

.t the end of the period covered by this report, the

of Marine Attack Squadron 251 was forty two (42) officers and one hun-

gred and fifty three (153) enlisted men. (See appendix.Z)
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GONFIDENTIAL
activities of MNarine attack Squadron 251 for the period of 1 »pril through
30 april 1952.
1 April 1952
18 sorties of routinc ordnance, instrument and night section tactics
flown for a total of 34.2 hours. Filot ground training consisted of
physical training and recognition.
2 Aprdl 1952
No flying this date. Basic training for enlisted men - 1 hour close
order drill w/arms. Filot ground training consisted of a 1 hour lec-
ture on aircraft engineering.
3 april 1952
Routine pilot ground training on close air support. Two (2) sorties
were flown for a total of 1.3 hours.
L srril 1952
Routine operations, two (2) sorties were flown for a total of 1.8 hours.
aireraft 81191 transferred to San Diego. Basic training for cenlisted
men was close order drill w/arms., Pilots had 1 hour of physical training.
5 april 1952
No flying schedul=d ttis date. Holiday routine.
6 nEril 1952
Squadron deployment to Nua3 11 Centro via air 1lift. Rear echelon of 1
officer and approximately 25 enlisted men left behind. Fighteen (18)

sorties were flown for a total of 27.5 hours.

7 2 xpril 1952

Night and day flying (bombs and rockets). Eightcen (18) sorties were

flown for 2 total of 29.8 hours,
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8 .pril 1952

Night and day flying (bombs and rockets) 32 sorties were flown for a

w®

total of 49.8 hours.
9 npril 1952

Night and day flying (bombs and rockets), 43 sorties were flown for a

total of 65.8 hours.
10 ::.pril 1952

Night and day flying (bombs and rockets), 26 sorties were flown for a

total of 37.8 hours. at 0728, Second Licutenant D. R. nlNi4ND took off in

L-17 (81151) from NiAS, El Centro, Aas a member of a five (5) plane

strafing flight. av approximately 0729 Lieutenant ANNAND made a forced

lending approximitely three fourths 3/l of a mile southwest of service

runway 21, NaaS, El Centro, California. The accident occurred immedi-

ately after take-off when the aircraft crash landed as a result of \
engine failure. The aircraft suffercd strike damage and the pilot was
seriously injured,

11 April 1952
Night and day flying, (bombs and rockets). 19 sorties were flown for
a total of 25.2 hours.

12 april 1952

Night and day flying, (bombs and rockets), 15 sorties were flown for

a total of 32.6 hours.

13 April 1952

Holiday routine. 12 cross country sorties flown for a total of 38.0

hours.
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14 April 1952

Night and day flying (bombs and rockets). 25 sorties flown for a total

of 36.5 hours,
15 April 1952

Night and day flring (bombs and.rockets). 20 sorties were flown for a

+otal of 31.5 hours.
16 April 1952

Day and night flyireg (bombs and rockets). NAAS, El Centro, 20 sorties

were flown for a +total of 30.4 hours.
17 April 1952

Day and night flying (bombs and rockets ). NAAS, El Centro, 36 sorties

Day and night flying (rockets, bombs and Cross country). Deployment

from NAAS, El Tentro t,o MCAS, &1 Toro. . 26 sorties were flown for a

total of 38.6 hours.
19 April 1952

No flying scheduled for this date.
200 Aprils 1952

Holiday routine

21 Apridd k952

No flying scheduled. 1 hour close order drill w/arms, 1 hour technical

training and 1 hour lecture on drill and formations for enlisted men.

Pilot ground training included 1 hour of physical training and 1 hour

lecture on Aviation Equipment
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22 April 0%

on a Camp Pendleton

Flying was confined to sorties (close air support) ,

30.8 hours. Pilot ground

exercise., 18 sorties were flown for a total of

training consisted of a 1 hour lecture on recognition., Aircraft 96959

transferred to San liego.

23 April 1952

ose air support ) on a Lamp Pendleton

confined to sorties, (cl

9 hours. Pilot ground

exercise. 6 sorties Wwere flown for a total of g,

training consisted of 1 hour on sircraft engineering.

25, April 1952

Flging,consisted of test, division tactics and instrument hops. 10

for a total of 16,2 hours. Two hours were devoted

sorties were flown
subjects of physical training and ins-

to pilot ground troining on the

truments.

— e I

25 Lpril 1952

7 sorties (division tactics) were flown for a total of %i houprs, Air-

eraft 81343, 81831, and 82058 were transferred to San Diego.

26 April 1952

5 Cross country sorties were flown for a total of 13.7 hours., Basic

training for the enlisted men was on basic military subjects. FPilot
ground training was confined to physical training.

27 april 1952
3 cross country sorties were flown for a total of 9.1 hours.
28 April 1952

L+Col. A. 1., MORAN 08610/7302, commanding Vl..-251, left on furlough.
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28 April 1952 (cont'd)

Major C. H. NOORE 09418/7302, assumed command of the squadron. 1 test

hop and 3 cross couhtry sorties were f1lown for a total of 4.8 hours.

Basic training for enlisted men consisted of 1 hour of close order

drill, and a2 1 hour lecture on world affairs. Filot ground training

was devoted to aircraft engineering.
29 .Lpril 1952

13 sorties of eomiliarization, tactical and instument nature were

flown for a total of 23.3 hours. Aircraft 81310 transferred to San

Diego. Pilot ground training was devoted to physical training.

30 ﬁpril 1952

15 sorties consistion of Bombing, rockets, and strafing, familiarization

and instruments were flown for 2 total of 27.1 hours., Pilot ground

training was devoted to ordnance lectures.
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FIRST ENDORSEMENT en VMA-251 Aircra

From: Cemmanding Of ficer,
U. S. Naval Aviation Safety

via: (1) Commanding Officer,

(2) Commanding General, Aircraft,
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£t Accident Report 2=52

Marine Attack Squadron 251

Activity

Mapine Aircraft Group 15

Fleet Marine Force,

gs of the board,

A, M. MORAN
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THY. ACCOUNT Page 2 of L pages

29, THE ACCIDENT

At 0728 10 April 1952, Lieutenant innand took off from NAAS

El Centro, as a member of a five (5) plane strafing flight. AU
approximately 0727 Iieutenant Annand made a fgrced landing approximately
three fourths (3/4) of a mile southwest of sefvice runway 21, NAAS El
Centro, California, The accident occurred imgediately after take-off

when the aircraft crash landed as a result of engine failure,

30, DAMAGE TO THE AIRCRAFT

The aircraft suffered strike damage in the accident,
follows: After engine

The sequence of the damage appeared to be ti
hundred and fifty ‘150) feet, the aircraft

failure &t approximately one
und straight ahead in what appeared to be a

ntact with the Ero
full stalled flight attitude. On initial impact the

estimated speed of the aircraft was seventy-five $75) to eighty (80)
knots. At this point the fuselage broke in half st the cockpit just

~d of the pilots seat and armor plate.
L i pilot, then flew through the air making

The tail section, with the
" coming to rest approxXimately cne hundred and
point of initial impact, facing in the

very nose high,

opposite direction, : _ _
The forward section, with the wings and engineg made one (1)
on the propeller with the left wing

g to rest
The forward part of the fuselage and the

£f at the wing root .
vore twenty-five (25) feet epart on final rest,

The investigation revealed the following facts and findingsg
The celling WasS cstimated te be eighteen thousand feet (18,000'),
proken, visibility fifteen (15) miles, wind twenty-fite (25) knots
from two seven 2ero (270°), runway was drye

10 April 1952, Second Lieutenant Douglass
R, Annand took off as number five (5) man of a five (5) plane flight
from NAsS El Centro, California, At approximately 0734, Lieutenant
annand's plane crashed in an epen field approximately three fourths

(3/4) of a mile from the end of service runway 21,
statements of witnesses revealed that the aircraft was trailing

smeke immediately after take-off, and that the engine quit after the
l1anding gear had been retracted at an altitude of approximately
enc hundred and fifty (150) feet, Witnesses further revealed that after
t ake-off the aireraft was seen to make a slight left turn at which time

the engine quit, and at this point the nose appeared to drop slightly,
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i’ollowed‘by a slight tt.lrn to the right, The aireraft was then seen
ro mush inte an open fle}d approximately three feurths (3/4) ef a mile
rom the end of the service runway. The aireraft was then seen to brake

in_ta_,alf at station one eight six (186), with the tail section doing a
f1ip over the front section of the aircraft,

After the accident
strapped to the seat wit

in enclosure (9).
The accident board, in 1its jnvestigation at the scene of the

accident, determined that the aircraft traveled ene hundred and fifty

{150) feet from the point of impact before coming to rest,
ident this aircraft returned to the

Two (2) flights prior to the acci
base with a deferred emergency, due to a rough running engine. Subsequent
jnvesgtigation on the ground and a thirty (30) minute test flight revealed

no malfunctioning of the engine. Then the aircraft was placed in®o

service againe
After the accident the fuel feed valve
be in perfect condition. The carburetor was removed and bench flowed, The

results of this test sindicated that the carburetor was in good condition.
Further jnvestigation inte the malfunctioning ef the engine was not

possible at this naval activitye.
The following diagram 18 submitted as an aid in diagnosing the

in the tail section,
s yevealed

was removed and appeared to

accident.
Gervice runway 21 %
NAAS E1l Centro
26,
w 1,800 feet
/ Higgela
. u
vain Gate Area
U. S:* vaermnent pI‘Oper‘by 1line X ’ o oo ¥ e a5 - - b e e
# &— Power lines

RESTRICTED

- DECLﬂssmED :

Authority @7096ﬂ li!




——

—

RESTRICTED
SECURITY INFORMATION Page L of 4 pages

32, THE ANALYSIS

accident occurred as a

The board is of the opinion that the
ine immediately after take-off,

result of the —alfunctioning of the engine

although the reason f

until the engine 1s disassem
The engine was turned over to Fleet Air Service Squadron Seven (7)

4 at NAAS El Centro, California,
The following safely measures were

injury to the pilot:
(a) Correct use of the shoulder harness,

protactive helmete, | |
(p) Pilot showed proper technique in landin

d with wheels Uup

safety belt and

g aircraft straight

ahea

insuff jeient fact

onclusions to t
conunenda.ti
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STATEMENT of John E, BALLANTYNE, AN, USN

At 0729 AL-17, FuU-i4, Buro., 81151 from VMA-251, pilot

>ndlt . Annand, USMCE, had avparei. power failure shortly' after
take off ard crasl ed swrroiinebely one half mile from the end
Tre crash equipment was dispatched

of runway 21 in an CLen 1ie_d,
ted to the scene of the crash.

tc pesition X-ray and tlen cﬂr_.,_..
the tower, W:Lnd conditions

No smoke of fire was viaible fron
i aztel 1 v tower equipment. 0805 the

WSW—20 to 25 knets as ir.dicate 4
field was reopened I:T rormsl -perations,

JOHN E. BALLANTYNE

VMA-251 AAR 2=~52

Fnclosure (1) to
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STATE.[ENT of James A, ZUVER, AG=l, 318-05=~17 USN

At approximately C728 10 .pril 1952 as 1 was coming by
a farm house approximct: ly cne fourth of a mile south of the main
gate of N,AA.S, Bl Cennro, I noticed an FAU which had just taken
off from the base tra..ing smoke, Then I noticed the smoke quit
and the F4LU apneared 4o be {1;ing normal then I noticed it started
losing altitude, The FiU cid not lower jt!'s nose and mushed into
the ground, Thcn the plane troke in half with the tail section
doing a flip over the cngine Lall of the plane, UVhen I got to the
pilot he was conscious and said not to move his legs because
they were broken,

JAIES A, ZUVER

rnclosure (2) to ViA=251 AAR 2-52
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STATEIlENT of Villiam B, NED, A, A. USN

At 0729 al-17; Funo “1151, pilot 2ndLt, Annand from VifA-251,
called the tower anc sxa L.t ¢ vis going in, He had Jjust

taken off from runway J1 ‘na cricned approximately one half

mile off the end of tac runv>y. 'tlie crash phone was rung

immediately by John R, Carre and t..e teim "off-station crash,
position X-ray" was renezted trrec tizes. Then the crash

equipment was directcd to tne scerc of the crash, At 0805
the field reopecncde

WILLIAM B, NED

Enclosure (3) to VMA=-251 AAR 2-=52
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At 0729 AL-17, FAU-4, Durno, £1151 from VMA-251 called the tower
e had just taken off on runway
21 and was approxi "mt;.,_;r cne half mile from the main gate,
ed to lose power and 1ippred to the risht following his right
wing, The plane then crasied into the field off runway 21,

I then rang the cr.sh rhone ¢nc upen pushing the erash button
I heard an unknoin voice of ta. circuit stating that "there was

and stated that he was Heoang inY,

STATEZENT of John R. C.iRPE, AN, USN

a plane crash out parst the main gote in the field ™

I then gave the crach uﬁtructiﬁnq, "Crash, position X-ray,"
and proceeded to stop all aircraft in the movement. area and
assigned altitudes to aircraft in the air,

Enclosure (4) to VIA=251 AAR 2-52
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STATEMENT of fajor Clarence H., MOORE, 09418, USMC

At about 0730, 10 April 1352, I was sitting in the BOG
when 1 heard the engine of an aircraft taking off quit cold,

1 rushed to the winrow and saw an FAU-4, obviously the
aircraft in troutle, It vas about 100-150 feet high, nose
a little above level, and deczllerating rapidly. Then the
nose dropped and the circraft disappeared from my view

behind a building,

CLARENCE H, .ICORE

Enelosure (5) to VHA-251 AAR 2~52
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STATEMENT of Arthur M, MORAN, Lt.Col., 08010, USHC

At about 0730 A,M, on 10 April 1952, 1 observed from the
hangay area a flight of five (5) planes from the squadron take
off. The wind was fairly strong and slightly from the right so
all planes became airborne sn a short run, The last plane, AL-17
piloted by Lt. Annand, started trailing smoke after the gear had
been retracted, Just after it passed the end of the runway, with
a1titude approximately one hundred fiftly feet (150), the smoke
ceased, The pilot had commenced a shallow left turn to join the

rest of the flight and as the engine quit he dropped the nose
and commenced a slight right turn to get into the wind,

He appeared to be going very slow, (however the wind was
fairly strong) the houses and power lines

near the gate I lost sight of him,

fnclosure (6) to VMA~251 AAR 2-52
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STATEMENT OF Allen R, SEMB, 031424, USMC, Engineering Officer

Two (2) flights prior to the accident the aircraft returned
te the station with the engine running rough and cutting eut,

The engine appeared 'te have been runnlng with an excessively
rich mixture., On ground run up the engine functioned properly
and inspection of the engine ceuld reveal no cause for the
rough running and cutting out. The aircraft was then test
flown by myself and the engine operated perfectly and no
jndication of malfunctioning could be found. On the next flight
the engine failed on take-eff,

After the crash the fuel feed valve was removed and
appeared to be in perfect condition, The carburetor was removed
and bench flowed., The results of this test proved the carbureter
to be in goéd condition,

Furthur investigation was not p0531ble by this unit due te
the condition: ef the airframe and the engine after the crash, Cause
for the failure is undetermined by this officer.

Inspection for possible internal failure should be conducted
. By an' everhaul activity.,

Enclosure (8) te VMA-~251 AAR 2-52
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