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From: Commanding Generazl, Aircraft, Fleet Marine Farce, 2acific
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps
Via: Commandinz General, Flect Marine Force, Pacific

Subj: Type “BY Report (Command Diary) to cover the period 1 January 1953
through 31 March 1953

1. Forwarded.

2. This endorsement may be downgraded to unciassificd upon removal of
basic correspondcnce.

.‘S?CBISSON

By direction
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3 APR 1953
CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORKATION
From: Commanding Officer, Marine Attack Squadron~-251
To: Cormandant of the Marine Corps
Via: (1) Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Grouo-15
(2) Cormanding General, Aircraft, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
(3) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subj: Tyve "B" Report (Command D:Lary) for the neriod 1 January 1953 to
31 March 1953

Ref: (a) AirFMFPac Memo No. 31-53 of 20 Mar 1953
(b) Part E Chapter 11, MCM (Change ltr 1 to Change 4)

Encl: (1) Type "B" Report (Cormand Diary) for the Period 1 January 1953
to 31 March 1953

1. In accordance with reference (a) and (b), enclosure (1) is submitted
herewith.

2. Upon removal of enclosure (1) thipg letter is downgraded to unclassified.

W@M

. HAROLD A. HARWOOD
Copy to: ¥

CG, 1lst Maw (1)

CG, 2nd MAW (1)

CG, 3rd Mav (1)

Comat McS (3)

CinCPacFlt (1)

ComAirPac (1)

PacFlt Evaluation Group (1).

0G, AirFuFLant (1)

1st Provisional Marine Air-Ground Task Force (1)
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FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CO, VMA-251 Conf ltr ser 013 of
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From: Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group-l5

To: Commandant of the Marine Corps

Via: (lg Commanding General, Aircraft, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
(2) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subj: Type "Bt Report (Command Diary) for the period 1 Jamuary 1953 to
31 Merch 1953
Encl: (1) Type "B" Report (Command Diary) for the period 1 January 1953
t0 31 March 1953

o

1. Forwarded.  ~

W. K. POTTINGER

Copy to:

CG, lst MAW (13

CG, 2nd MAW (1

CG, 3rd MAW (1)

Comdt MCS (3)

CinCPacFlt (1)

ComAirPac (1)

PacFlt Evaluation Group (1)

CG, AirfMFlant (1)

1st Provisional Marine Air-Ground Task Force (1)
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CONFITUENTIAL

SECJRITY INFCAMATION
FF1//VMA-251/HAH: Ame

L8 AL

o | B
3 APk 1953

MARINE ATTACK SQUADRON-251
MARINE AIRCRAFT GROUP-15
Aireraft, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

M

Poumomes A
LoTrps nl’i" S’cati’;n

Santa Ana), California

int

s &
Py
JUESHARS

El Toro

e
{

T-Y-P<E " B " R-E-P-O-R-T (C-O-M-M-p-N-D DuI-A-R-Y)
PERIOD 1 JANUARY 1953 THROUGH 31 MARCH 1753

DISTRIBUTION &

Commandant of the Marine Corps
Cormancer in Chief U. S. Pacific Fleet
Comnander Alr Force, Pacific Fleet
Cormandant, Marine Corps Schools
Comnanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Facific
Commanding General, Alrcraft Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic
Cormanding General, Aircraft, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
Copmanding Geneval lst Marine Aircraft Wing
Commanding Gcneral, 2nd Marine Aircraft Ting
Cormanding General, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing
Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Groip-15
1st Provisional Marine Air-Ground Task Force
Facific Ffleet Evaluation Group

HISTORICAL OFFICER

Second Lieutenant Francis E. MARTIN, USMC
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APPENDIX I - TASK ORCANIZATION

APPENDIX IT Flan of the Day, Working Routine & Holiday Routine

APPENDIX III Strongth, Aircraft, and Flight Time Report and Ordnance

expended for the Month of January 1953

i

LPPERDIX IV

i

Strength, Airceraft, and Flight Time Report and Ordnance
expended for the Month of February 1953 '

APPENDIZ V ~ Strength, Aircraft, snd Flight Time Report and Crdnance
cxpended for the Month of March 1953

APPENDIX VI Assunption of Command

1

APPENDIX VII

1

Station List
Readiness Pilot training Syllabus for Marine Attack
Squadron-251

APPENDIX VIIIX

I
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CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFGRMATION

INTRONUCTORY SUMMARY

Juring t

e period covered

u

located at the U, S. Marine Corps Air Station, El Toro (Sante Ana), California.
The Commanding Officer from 1 March through 31 March 1953 was Lieutenant

Colonel Harold A. HARIOOD 06535/7302, U. S. Marine Corps. This squadro: 18

lad
oy
o]
3
o
H
[rs
(o]
[o %
-

. Nuring the pe 1 March 1953 threugh
31 March 1953, Marine Attack Squadron-251 conductes an intensive training
program designed to qualify all Naval Aviators and Naval Aviation Pilots,
assisned to this squadron, for combat in the newly assirned AD type alrcraft.
Yue to the limited facilitics and targets =vailable for use bty this syuad-
ron at MCAS, El Toro, twenty-nine (29) officers and one hundred twelve (112)
enlisted men were deployed to Naval Auxilary Air Station, El Centro, Calif-
ornia for the period ¢ March 1753 to 28 March 1953 Auring which time all
pilots assigned to this squadron rgceived a minimum of forty-five (45) hours
flicht time in the AD aircraft. For further breakdoﬁn of flight time and

training during this period see APPENDIX V.

This squadron is preparing for deployment to Korea in June 1953.

CONFIDENTIAL
SECURLITY INFORMATION
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Type "3" Report (Cormand Diary) for March 1953 VMA-251 Coeatinusd
CONFINENTIAL

ZECURITY INFORMATION

CHRONOLOGICAL NARRATIVE

3 March 1953 to 6 March 1953
Squadron operations consisted of familiarization and section tactic flights
for all pilots assigmed.
4 March 1953
The last seven (7) FAU-4 aircraft were transferred to VMAT-10 this dabe,
5 March 1)53 |
Mr. W, L. PHEIFFER, representive of the Nouglas Aircraft Corporation,
was assigned to this scuadron.
7 March 1953
Mr. RILEY ond Mr. WOLGRESS, representives of the Curtisa Wright Afrernft
Corporation presented a lecture on the performance snd capabilities of
the 3350-26 engine.
& March 1953
Twenty-zine (29) officers and one hundred twelve (112) enlisted men
departed for NAAS, El Centro, Celifornia for a period of twenty-one (21
days intensive training. Fourteen AD aircraft were flown by squadron
pil-ots t> NAAS, El Centro> this date.
9 March 1953
Two (2) AD-3 aircraft joined from NAS Alameda.

CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORL.\TION
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Flight operations were confined to familiariszation, section and division
tactics.
10 March 1953

Angle calibration hnps were flown by all pilots. Thirty (30), fifty (50),

and sevinty (79) derrec dives were used. Seventy (72) derrec dives were

discontinued due to excessive nil leaks, believe? to be cause” by the ex-

11 M~rch 1953

Captain James R. DLUNT, Inteliipence Officer, gave a lecture ocn close air
support to Naval Air Intellicence school at NAS Alnmeda, California.
13 March 1953

The first night familiarization hop in the AD aircraft vme flown this date.
15 March 1953

Two (2) AN-3 Aircraft were joine® from NAS Moffett.

Fighteen cnlisted men detailed to the Maintensnce Course on the AD aircraft
at NAS San Diewo, California, completed their course of instruction and re-
turned to MCAS, El Toro.

24 March 1953

The first night bombing hops were flown using flare pots to outline

the target.

CONFITENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION
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25 March 1953
in Kennoth A, LUND encountere?® o complete engine'failure while on
» nirht bombing hop in an AD-3 aircraft Bureau No. 1227.5 and sustained
Class B injuries while bailing out. Captain LUND was picked up by a heli-
copter from NAAS EL Centr»y and returned to the infirmary at NAAS, ELl Centro,
califsrnia. He was then transferred to the Naval Hospital at San Diego,
The cause of the engine failure could not
26 March 1753

The first night strafing hops were flown this date.
28 March 1953

The squadron returncd from NAAS, El Centro, California.
30 March 1953

Flight operations were confined to Ground Controlled Approach.

Mlots qualified or requalified with five (5) approaches each.

For further breskdown of flight time for the month of March 1953 see

APPENDIX V.
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Type "B" Report (Command Diary) for lMarch 1953 VMA-251 Continued
CONFIDENTIAL

SECURITY INFORMATION

SUIIZARY OF OPERATIONS FOR THE PERIOD

1 JANUARY 1953 TO 28 FEBRUARY 1953

CONFIDENTIAL
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1 JANUARY 1953 TO 26 FEBRUARY 1953
TASK ORGANIZATION

Unit: ‘Marine Attack Squadron-251

Commanding Officers: Lieutenant Colonel Sumner H. YWHITTEN 06995/7302,
U. S, Marine Corps, 1 January 1953 to 13 Februss
1753
Tieutenant Colonel Harold A. HARWOOD 0r525/7302,
U. S, Marine Corps, 14 February 1953 to 283
February 1953

Geographic Location: Marine Corps Air Station, El Toro (Santa Ana),
California

Next Higher Echelon: Marine Aireraft Group-l5

Cormanding Officer: Colonel "illiam K. POTTINGER, 0L643/9907,

U. S. Marine Corps

CHRONOLOGICAL NARRATTVE:

1 January 1753
Holiday Routine (See APPENDIX II).
2 January 1953
Routine Working Day (See APPENDIX TI).

CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION

10

DECLASSIFIED



Korean War Project USMC-03000017 DECLASSIFIED

. tma mm S e e e e e wm M e e e e e e A e e G e e e e mer M e me e Y s e s e

L T T T e L T T R R T e e e B s

CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION

15 January 1953

At 1348 this date, Second Lieutenant Edward M. BELFORD 054177/7301 USMCR,

No. 7071, Both Pilot and plane sustained Class D injuries and damage. The
cause of this accident was unknown.
23 January 1953

Six (6) officers end six (6) enlisted men were detached for temporary
additional duty to Marine Training Group-1D for Carrier Qualification
aboard the USS Sicily.
25 January 1953

Thirteen (13) officers were detached for temporary additional duty
under instructions to the Tactical Air Support Schnol at the Naval /Amphiblous
Base, Coronado, Califo>rnia.
27 January 1953

Three (3) planes from this squadron participated in a close air support
problem at Camp Pendleton. : e

29 January 1953

Eleven (11) planes from this squadron participated in a close air support

problen at Carp Pendleton.

CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION
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30 January 1953

California.
31 January 1353

Nine (9) officers and eleven (11) enlisted men were transfered during
the month of January 1953 to Service Sgquadron AirFMFPéc frr assignment

to an overseas replacement draft.

For further breakdown of flight time‘during January 1953 see APPENDIX III,
1 February 1953

Five (5) officers were detached for temporary additinnal duty under
instructions to the Tactical Air Supnort School at the Naval Amphibious
Base, Coronado, California.

Twenty-four (24) officers and ninety-five (95) enlisted men departed
for NAAs; El Centrn, California f r a period of seven days intensive training
with the FAU-4 aircraft, This period stressed pilot training in rockets,
strafing and bombing.

5 February 1953

Captain Stanley H, CARPENTER O4£995/7301, USMC, while parked in an

FLU-L, AL~7 Bureau No. 97125, was struck in the left temple by the valve

CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORM:.TION
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of a C0-2 fire bottle. The fire bottle was standiné upright in the niddle

of the taxi way leading into the magazine loading area at NAAS E1 Centro,

oy

California, and was struck by the propeller of AL-15 Bureau No. £0871
piloted by Major Robert g. BARBOUR 021057/7302 USMC. AL-7 and AL-15 b»oth
received Class D demage and Captain CARPENTER received Class C injuries.
Captain CARPENTER was wearing a H-3 protective helmet which was cracked
from the force of the flying metal (CO-2 fire bﬁttle valve). It is beliered
that this protective helﬁet saved the life of the vpilot.
7 February 1953

The squadron returned this date from El Centro.

Five (5) officers detailed to the Tactical Air Support School, comrleted
their course of instructions and returned to MCAS, El Toro, California.
3 February 19532

Twenty-three (23) enlisted men were detached for temporary adriitional
duty under instructions to the maintenance course on the AD aircraft at
NAS, San Diego, California.
11 February 1753

The first two (2) AD type aircraft were received in. this squadron from
NAS Alameda, California.

An inspection of the squadron Post Officz was conducted by AirFMFPac
postal representives.

CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION
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13 February 1953
The squadron Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Sumner H, VHITTEN

06995/7352, USHC, was tr-nsferred to Marine Fighter Squadron-451.
1, February 1753

lieutenant Colonel Harold A. HARWOOD, 07°585/7302, USMC, assumed command of
tack Squadron-251. Colonel hLR'OCD commanded Marine Fighter Squed-
ron-451 prior to his transfer.

Lieutenant Colonel Arthur N. NEHF Jr. 09391, USMC, presented a lecture
to the pilots of this sguadron on the situation in Korea.
12 February 1753

Fourteen (14) officers weré detached for temporary additional duty under
instructions to the Indoctrination Course (cutaway school) on the AD aircrafv
at NAS San Diego, California.
19 February 1953 _

Two pilots flying FAU-4 aircraft participated in the AIFLEX 1T maneuvere.
The two aircraft were used to lay a smoke screen.
20 February 1953

Fourteen (1) officers detached to the Indoctrination Course, completed
their instructions and returned to MCAS, El Toro, Califormia.
21 Fetruary 1953

Captain *illimm H. BORTZ 032735/7333, USMC, presented a lecture %o the

CONFIPENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION
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pilots of this squadron on the situation in Korea and the problems encounter-
ed during his recent tour with Marine Aircraf£ Group-12.
23 Fetruary 1953 |
Twenty three (23) enlisted men detailed to the Maintenance Course on the
i aircraft, completed their course of instructions an’ returned to KCAS, EL
Nine (9) officers and one (1) enlisted man (NAP) were detached for temy-
orary sdditionel duty under instructions to the Indoctrination Course (cutaway
school) on the AD aireraft at NAS, San Diego, California.
26 Fetruary 1753
Nine (9) officers and one (1) enlisted man (NAP)vdetéched to the Indoctrin-
ation Course on the AD aircraft completed their instrgctions and returned to
MCAS, ELl Toro, California.
27 February 1953
Eirhteen (13) enlisted men were detached for temporary additionmal duty
under instructions to the Maintenance Course on the AD aircraft at NiS, San
Diego, California.
23 February 1953
MnBWW,mmfmmpnmfthDwﬁmﬁnwﬁt%mmmmmgmeme
pilots of this squadron a lecture on the AD type aircraft. It is felt that
lectures of this caliber have enhanced the technical knowiergs of the pilots

CONFIDENTTAL
SECURITY INFORMATION
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Tyme "D! Repcrt (Command Diary) for March 1952 WMA-251 Contirued
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in this squadron considerably.

ing the month of February 1952,

ct

For further break down of fligh

see APPENDIY IV.

CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFO<MATION
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APPENDIX 1

TASK ORGANIZATION
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Unit: Marine Attack Squadron-251
Commanding Officer: Lieutenant Colonel HAROLD A. HARWOOD

08585/7302, U. S. Marine Corps

Jdeographic Location: Marine Corps Air Station, El Toro
(santa Ana), California
Next Higher Echelon: Marine Aircraft Group-15
Commanding Officer: Colonel WILLIAM K. POTTINGER, 0L643,/9907

U. S. Marine Corps

APPENDIX I

CONFIDENTTAL
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PLAN OF TEE DAY
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PLAN OF THE DAY

Daily (Including Saturday)

0600 Reveille None

0630-0730 Breakfast C'700-0820

0700 : Duty Section HMuster & Sweepdown 1300

0730 General luster in Squadron Area None

0300 Turn To -None

0800-0%900 Sick Call 0800-0900

1130-1230 Noon Meal 1130-1230

12003 Liberty (Saturday Only) Ragular Liberty
all Day Sunday

1300 Turn To None

1300-1400 Sick Call 1300-.1400

1615 General Muster in Squadron Area None

1670 Liberty Regular Liberty

- all day Sunday

1700--1800 Evening Meal 1630-1715

1800 Duty Section Muster & Sweepdown 1800

1800-1830 Sick Call 1800-1830

2130 Duty Section 'uster & Sweepdow 2130

2145 Call To Quarters 2200

2200 Taps, Lights Out 2215

% Normal Holiday Routine shall prevail from 1200 on Saturday until 0730
on the following londay unless otherwise specified by the Squadron Cocmander
or higher authority.

APPENDIX .IT-
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APPENDIX IIT

STRENGTH, AIRCRAFT, AND FLIGHT TIME TEPORT AND
ORDNANCE EXIENDEL FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 1453

CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION
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CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFOIRZMATION

Date So:ties Hours
2 Jan 9 13.1
3 Jan 10 10.6
5 Jan 13 18.4
7 Jan L 2.2
5 Jan 13 17.6
9 Jan 1o 21.9

12 Jan 1 O

14 Jan 34 36.9

15 Jan 26 L6.9

16 Jan 32 50.2

17 Jan 32 L2.8

18 Jan 13 16.6

19 Jan 11 11.6

20 Jan L 7.5

CONFIDENTIAL

SECURITY INFORMATION
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JANUARY 19573

Yvype of Sorties

Familiarization, Instrument, Instrument Chase
Familiarization, Section Tactics, Test

Instrument, Instrument Chase, Ground Controlled
Approach, GCI, Familiarization

Test, Familiarization

Test, Familiarization, Instrument, Instrument
Chase.

‘Bombs & Rockets

Test

Familiarization, Test, Section Tactics, Rockets
& Bombs

Bombs & Rockets, Familiarization, Test, FCLP

Ferry, FCLP, Test, Bombs & Rockets, Straffing,
Familiarization, Section Tactics

Instrument, Instrument Chase, GCA, FCL?,
Familiarization, Section Tactics, Division
Tactics

Section Tactics, Instrument, Instrument Chase

Section Tactics, FCLP

Test, Reconnaissance

APPENDIX ITT

DECLASSIFIED
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CONFIDENTIAL
SECURLTY INFORM.TION

[Ab]
p3

N
(SN

25
27

28

29
30

Cq
s}

Jan
Jan
Jan

Jan

Jan
Jan

Jan

Jan

TOT..

23

20

21

13
11

P

371

al,
~

4.0

31.9

32,2

9.5

7.1
45.9

STATISTICAL SUIMARY

1.
2.
3.
k.
5.

Total Alrcraft lubhovizcd
Total Alrcraft on Hand
Aircraft Loat

Mreraft Availability

Pilots Combat Ready

CONFINENTLAL
SECURITY INFORMATION

Bombs & Rockets, Cross C
ment, Instrument Chase,
Familiarization

Section Tactics, Bombs & Rockets, Instrumnt,

FCLP, Test Division Tact

ies

Bombs & Rockets, Section Tactics, Division

Tactics, Instrument

Test, Section Tactics, Cross Country, Division

Tactics

Scetion Tactics, Familiarization

Close Air Support, GCA, Instrument, Section

Tactics, Division Tactics, Cross Country

Close Air Support, GCA, Section Tactics;

Division Tactics, Instrument

FCLP, Close Air Supnort

DECLASSIFIED

" FCLP, Test, Familiarization

APPENDIX ITII
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CONFIDENTILL
SECU UITY INFORMATION

6. Officer Strength: _‘n Hand Authorized

a. Naval Aviators: i 37 | 53

b. Aviation Ground Officers 2 B 6

¢. Naval Officers (Medical Corps): O : 1

d. TOTAL ' 39 60
7. Enlisted Strength: 141 179

a. Neval Aviation Pilots: 2 0

b, Naval Hospital Cornsmen: -9 3

c. TOTAL 143 1382
ORDNANCE EXPENDED
500 1b. GP Bombs - i
Miniature (MK23) T 505
Firc Bombs (MK77) 16
2,25 Scars 46!,
3.5 Rocket Head (MK 6) 57
5.0 Rocket Head (MK 6) . 112
Napalm Thickensxr , 880 lbs.
.50 Caliber 4200 rds.
Fuzz, Romb 1L
CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION APPENDIX III

DECLASSIFIED
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CONFIDENTIAL
SECURLTY INFORMATION

JANUARY 1953 Cont.

Fuse, Rocket 112
Igniter (M15) . 32
Fuse, Bomb (M157) : .32
Shell, Shotgun (12 ga) 3000 rds.
CONFID"NTL.L

SECURLTY INFORMATION , APPENDIX IIT
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CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION

APTENDIX IV

STRENGTH, ATIRCRAFT, AND FLIGHT TIME REPORT AND
ORDNANCE EXPENDED FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 1953

CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION
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CONFIDENTIAL
SECURLITY INFO:MATION . e

Date Sorties Hours Type of Sorties
1 Feb 12 11.8 Cross Country
2 Feb L1 62.0 Night Tactics, Night Familiarization, Borios

& Rockets, Cross Country, Familiarization
Section Tactics, Division Tactics

3 Feb L2 60.8  Night Familiarization, GCA, Bombs & Rockets
Instrument
L, Feb 40 57.5 Strafing, Night Fmailiarization, Bonmks &
Rockets
5 Feb 26 4L9.6 Strafing, Bombs & Rockets, Crnss Country
6 Feb 35 59.9  Bombs & Rockets, Cross Country, Familiarization
7 Feb 17 19.3 Cross Country, Familiarization
¢ Feb 2 L4.,2 - Cross Country
9 Feb. 22 30.7 Instrument, Cross Country, Section Tactics
Division Tmctlcs meiliarization
10 Feb 29 49.6 Strafing, Night Tactics, Test, Bombs & Rockets
11 Feb 20 27.2 Ferry, Bombs & Rockets, Cross Country,
Familiarization
12 Feb 10 15.3 GCA, Section Tactics
13 Feb 25 33.1 Ferry, Bombs & Rockets
16 Feb 33 . 47.5 Bombs & Rockcts, Night Section Tactics,
Ferry, Familiarization
17 Feb 25 32.3 Bombs & Rockets, Section Tactics, Slow Tirme
CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION . LPPENDIX IV
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CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORLATION

FEBRU/RY 1953 Cont

13 Feb i1 17.4 Test, GCA, Familiariszation, Bombs & Rockets,
Ferry

19 Feb 16 2.3 Borbs & Rockeus, Familiarization, Smoxe; Ferry

20 Feb 19 30.5  Strafing, Bombs & Rockets, Familiarization,
Instrument, Test

21 Feb 3 2.0 Test, Ferry

2, Feb _2 29.1 Ferry, Familiarization, Test, Smoke

25 Feb e 33.4 Familiarization, Cross Country, Ferry

26 Feb 16 12.3 ¥Pamiliarization, Test, Ferry

27 Feb 27 38.5 Ferry, Test, Familiarization

25 Feb 22 206 h Test, Section Tactics, Familiarization

TOTAL 674 £31.6

STATISTICAL SUMM:ARY

1. Total Aircraft Juthorized 2 D3 & L4

2. Total Lircraft on Hand 16 AD-3 & 4

8 FLU-4

3, Aircraft Lost ‘ 0

L. Alrcraft Availability 30 %

5. Pilots Combat Ready 13

CONFIDENTIAL

SECURITY INFORMATION APPENDIX IV
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CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION

FESRULIY 1953  Cont

6. Officer Strength: On Hand Authorized
a. Naval Aviators: ' 35 53
b. Aviation Ground Officers: 2 6
c. Naval Officers (Medical Corps): 7 0 1
d. TOTAL: o 60

7. Enlisted Strength: 41 179
a. Naval Aviation Pilots: 2 3
b. Naval Hospital Corpsmen: __9 3
c. TOTAL: 143 ‘ 122

ORDNANCE EXPENDID

500 1b. GP Bonb 17

500 1b. WSF Borb | 50

Miniature (MK23) , 1568

Fire Bombs 32

2.25 Qtocket Head 1407

3.5 Rocket Head 30

5,0 Rocket Head ' 366

FS Smoke Mixture - 132 Gal

Napalm Thickerer 1760 1bs.

50 Caliber ‘ 37545 rds.

CONFIDENTIAL

SECURITY INFORMATION APPENDIX IV
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Type "B" Repc=t (Comnand “‘lai"y) for March 1952 VMA-251 Continu~d
CONFINENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION

DRUATY 1753 Cont.
Fuze, Bomb, Nose 19
Wze, Rocket, Nose 30
Igniter (M15) 32
Fuze, Bamb . 390
CONFIDENTIAL ) )
SECURLITY INFORMATION APPENDIX IV
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CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION

ACTENDIX V

STRENGTH, AIRCRAFT, AND FLIGHT TIME REPOKRT AND
ORDNANCE EX¥:-ENDED FQn THE MONTH OF MARCH 1653

CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION
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CONFITENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION

Date Sorties Hours
2 Mar 27 36.4
3 Mar - 21 23,2
4 Mar 31 42
5 Mar 23 34.9
6 Mar = 4 6.4
8 Mar 14 23.3
9 Mar 51 71.0

1D Mar 50 65.8

11 Mar 52 69 .4

12 Mar L9 70.6

13 Mar 67 9L4.8

1 Mar 36 55.4

15 Mar 20 41.8

16 Mar 66 92.5

CONFIDENTIAL

SECURITY INFORMATION
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for March 1953 Vid-451 Continued
MARCH 1953

Type of Sorties

Farmiliarization, Section Tactics, Test, MPQ

Section Tactics, Division Tactics, Cross
Country, Ferry, Test ‘

Section Tactics, Instrument, Test, Familiar-
ization ,

Division Tactics, Sestion Tactics, MFQ
Test, MPQ
¢ross Country

Instrument, Nivision Tactics, Section Tactics,
Familiarization, Ferry

Simulated Bombing, Famiiiarization, Cross
Country, Test

Simulater Bombing, Section Tactics

Rockets & Fombs, Divieion Tacbics, Familiam.
ization, Test

Rockets & Bombs, Night Familiarization, Night
Division Tactics, Section Tactics, Grosa
Country

Rockets & Bombs, Instrument, Section Tactics,
Test

Navigation, Division Tactics, Cross Country,
Instrument, Test

Rockets & Bombs, Night Familiarization, Bombing,
Cross Country, Teat '

APPENDIX V

DECLASSIFIED
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Type "B" Repoit (Cormand Diary) for March 1753  VMA-251 Conbtinied

CONFIDENTLAL

STCURITY INFORMATION

MARCH 1953 Cont

17 Mar 7 103.1 Strafing, Bombing, Night Familiarization,
Ferry, Cross Country ‘

12 Mar 67 95.6 Strafing, Navigation, Familiarization,
Cross Country, Bombing

19 Mar 59 85.4 Bombs & Strafing, Bombing familiarization,
Section Tactics, Cross Couniry

20 Mar 13 17.9 Strafing, Navigation, Familiarization

21 Mar L2 63.1 Instrument, Navigation, Section Tactics,
Instrument Chase

22 Mar 22 42.0 Instrument, Navigation, Section Tactics

23 Mar 52 72.0 Night Division Tactics, Night Section Tactics,
Night Familiarization, Navigation, Instrument

2/ Mar 36 L5.7 Night Bombing, Night Division Tactice, Cross
Country, Night Navigation

25 Mar 53 70.7 Night Bombing, Strafing, Section Tactics,
Instrument; Test

26 Mar 58 71.2 Night Bombing, Strafing, Night Familiarization,
Instrument, Familiarization, Cross Country,
Test, Ferry

27 Mar 23 23.9 Night Strafing, Strafing, Test, Cross Country,
Ferry

20 Mar 12 1.k Navigation, Test

30 Mar 15 2.2 Night Navigation, GCA, Chase, Navigation

31 Mar 2L 29.7 GCL, GCA Chase, Cross Jountry

CONFITENTIAL '

SECURITY INFORMATION APPENDIX V
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' Diary) for Mar
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CONFINENTIAL
SECURLTY INFORMATION

ARCH 1953 Cont

STATISTICAL SUMMARY
1. Total Aircraft Authorized 2 AD
2. Total Alrcraft On Hand 20 AD
3. Aircraft Lost 1 iD
L. Alrveraft Availability ' 65 %
5. Pilots Combat Ready : 2
6. Officer Strength: On Hand Authorized
a. Neval Aviators: 39 : 53
b. Aviation Ground Officers: 2 6
c. Naval Officers (Medical Corps): ___0_ 1
d. TOTAL Ll 60
7. Enlisted Strength: 168 179
a, Naval Aviation Pilots: 2 0
b. Naval Hospital Corpsmen: .9 3
c. TOTAL: 170 ' 182
ORDNANCE EXPENOED
100 1b. "SF (MK15) 1801
Miniature (MK23) 1998
2.25 Rocket Head 1628
20 mm. Cartridges 29,026 rds.
CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION APPENDIX V

DECLASSIFIED
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APPENDIX VI

ASSUMPTION OF COLMAND
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M/RINE ATTACK SQUADWON-251
M/RINE ATRCIAFT GROUP-15
Arcraft, Ficet Mar :ne‘ Force, Pacific

e
Marine Corps .ir Statlon
ELl Toro (Santa tna) California

1l February 1953

5]

s ]

umption of Command

1. I have this date assumcd command of Marine Abttnck Squadron-251. ALl
orders issued by my predece:sor remain in effect until revoked by competent

authority.

APPENDIX VI

HAROLD A. HA r'IOuD

Coz nandlnp
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SECURITY INFORMATION

APPENDIX VIT

STATION LIST

LisSTRICTED
SECURITY INFORMATION
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CONFIDENTIAL
SCCURITY INFOIMATION

From: Commanding General, Aircraft, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
To: Cormmanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Groun-15

Subj: Readiness I'ilot training Syllabus for Marine Attack Squadron-251
Ref: (a) ComAirPac Instruction 03550.7

(b) CMC ltr AADP-1752-bd of 1 Dec 1952

(¢) AirMMFrac TrngOrd 2-53 w/chgs

Encl: (1) Marine Attack Squadron Tilot Flight Syllabus
(2) Marine Attack Souadron Filot School Requirement Summary
(3) eekly Training Status Renort

1. Reference (a) defines the Cormander iir Force, Pacific's Training
Syllabus for Attack Pilots,

2. neference (b) describes the tasks and missions of Marine Avirction Units.

3. fpplicable portions of references (a) and (b) were utilized to include in
the syllabus outlined in enclosures (1) and (2). Enclosures (1) and (2)
constitube a special accelerated syllabus in view of the early deployment

of Marine Attack Squadron-251.

L. The flight syllabus outlined in enclosure (1) constitutes a total of

one hundred and thirteen (113) hours for each pilot. It is recognized that
individual pilot proficiency may requlire deviation from this syllabus to
insure maximum training efficicncy. It is desired that the squadron comnander
prepare a detailed syllabus covering each flight for use within his sguadron.

5, Tilot school reguircments are detailed in enclosure (2) and will be
complied with if time n rmits. Every cffort should be made to complete this
requiremcnt early in the syllabus.

6. The squadron commander is resnonsibl~ for the readiness of his squadron
and shall conduct pilot training in accordance with the syllabus outlined in
enclosures{l) and (2). Deviation from the syllabus, when reguired, is

authorized,
CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION APPENDIX VIII
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7. A weekly training status report, enclosure (3), shall be submitted by
the squadron commanding officer to G-3, Alrcraft, Fleet Marine Fouce, Pacific.

8. Recommendations for changes in the syllabus are welcome in the interest
of improving readiness and the state of training.

§. Provisions of reference {c¢) are still apnlicable prior to deployment.
R. E. GALER
By Nirection

Copy to:

CO, VMA-251

CG, lst MAW

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORILTTON
+CCELERATED VMA SYLLABUS ((VITH FMPHASIS ON NIGHT ATTACK)
PHASE I
N HOURS
A. TFamiliarigzation 4.0
B. Basic Tactics 6.0
C. Type Instruments 10,0
N. Navigation : 4.0
E. Night Familiarization 3.0
27,0
PHASE I - INITIAL TRAINING (27 Hours)
A. Aircraft Fmailiarization 4.0
General Airwork - stalls, slow flight, touch and
go landings and aerobatics
B. Basic Tctics 6.0
Section Tactics, division tactics oxygen trzaining,
section or Aivision tactics to altitude - 90% of
aircraft service ceiling.
C. Type Instruments 10.0
(Completion of VHMIT or eguivalent training
prior to commencing this phese) (10 hours hooded)
GCA, ADF AND MDF Navigation, ZB, VHF-DF gemeral airwork
D. Navigation 4.0
Cross country navigation dead reckoning
navigation, without radio aids
E. Night Familiarization 3.0
Individual take-offs, night faniliarization
touch an”d go landings.
CONFIDENTTILAL

SECURITY INFORIATION

Enclosure (1) to
APPENDIX VIIT
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CONFIDENTIAL

SECURLITY INFOIMATION

T TOC
HOURS

A. Weapons , 3.0

l. CGunnery

(&)

L

2. Strafing 3.
3. Bombing 16
L. Rockets 5.0

B. Night Navigation 6.0

C. Close Air Support _5.0

PHASE II - GENERAL TRAINING (44 hours)
Ae TTeapons . 33.0
1. Gunnery L.0
High side and "round house" runs at £000 and
15,000 feet
2. Strafing 8.0
Individual, section and division strafing
(a) Day 4.0
(b) Night - Target #64. 4.0
fixed ground flare pots, lighted target
3. Bombing 16.0
Nive angle calibration and range estimation
(ACRE) 70°, 40°, 25° dives, dive bombing 70°,
glide bombing 40°, 25°
High altitude dive bombing and low level
borbing, napalm, high altitude toss bombing.
(a) Day 8.0
(b) Night Target #103 8.0
CONFIDENTTAL |

SECURITY INFOIMATION " Enclosure (1) to
APPENDIX VIII
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SECU:tLTY INFOTRLLTION
aked target fixed ground flare pots,

8]

.

4

aligning direction of runs and target identification

L. Rockets 5.0
15°, 25° and 50° rockets
(a) Day 3.0
(b) Night - target #103 2.0

aligning direction of runs and target identification

B. Night Navigation £.0
Deacd reckoning navigatioh to tw> thirds of combat
ratius and return, Pilotage, overland reconnaissance
to three fourths of nmaxinum radius and return |

C. Closse Lir Supoort 5.0

Support area training under the supervision of air support

schaol personnel

PHASE TIT ,

e MPQ 6.0
B. Night Intruder 10,0
C, Night and Instrunent Nevigation 10.0
D. Weapons ~ Night Flare _16.0
42,0

PH/SE III - PREPARATION FOR DEPLOYVELT (42 hours)

A. MPQ 6.0

Indoctrination flights associated with MPQ drops.

Automatic ARB-2 drops.

(a) Day 2.0
(b) Night L.O
CONFIDENTIAL

Enclosure (1) to
APPENDIX VIII
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CONFITERTIAL

SECURLTY INFOIMATION

B, Nigku Intruder 10.0
Pilotage to remoté areas, without use radio aids,
overland reconnaissance pilotage - South end Salton Ses,
Colorardo River, Walker Lnke,”Mona Lake etc.

Ca Night and Instrument CI‘OSVZS:C(‘)VQ'I‘%{I;Y;;V(iif"cﬁ an"falrwaj}fs -
actual instrument cross-country flying - using forward
nrea electronic aids.

D. "ennons - Night Flare ' 16.0
Conbination; bom.ing, rcckets, strafing flights under

flares. Flare drops utilizing sonobuoy dispenser,
mortar, artillery, NGF, Flare work, Night close air supnort

under supervision of sunnort school personnel.

CONFIDENTI..L Enclosure (1) to
SECURITY INFOIRMATION : APPENDIX VIII
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WALV a b S A e whe NS ALY

AL WS L AR dde ke N

Vi{4 SQUADRON PILOTS SCHOCL HEQUIREMENTS

1. WMIT - ZHegular SNB Course
a. Duration (bweeks aporowimate)
b. Required of all pilots except for graduates of recognized
instrument course within last 18 months (FAWIU, USNSAWF, VMIT)
2, MAir Support - Air Spot
a, Air Supnort - Alr Support School Course A-1l Modified
(1) Duration one week
(2) Recuired of all pilots excepting tt
course detailed below.
3, Combine® Air Support Air Spot (ASAS)
a. Duration - 7% days
b. 7Required minimum of 2 vilots/squadron
4, Ordnance
a., NAMT - MOR Mobile ordnance and rearming
(1) Required; squadron ordnance officer
5. T“eapons

a. Alr Weapons Course (FAETUPLC)

(1) Duration -~ 1 week

(2) Requircd for squadron conmanding officar, executive officer,

air intelligence and ordnance officers,
b. Special weapons Orientation (C-427 at FAETUPAC)
(1) Duration - 1 “eek
(2) Squadron comnanding officer and executive officer

CONFIDENTTIAL ' Enclosure (2) to
SECURITY INFORMATION APPENDIX VIII
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TY INFORMATION
6. Survival
a. Survival Course (including oxygen, night vision and bailout trainer)
7. legal
a. ALrFMFPac Legal School
(1) uration - i weeks
(2) Required for one officer if time permits
8. Aircraft type trainer
a, NAMT
(1) Duration - 2 days
(2) Required for all pilots
9, Rad-Safety - ABCD (atomic biological chemical defense)

a. Atomic Defense - Treasure Island ~ duration - 2 weeks

b. Required of one officer

ACNFINENTIAL Enclosure (2) to
SECURITY INFORMATION APPENDIX VIII
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Sguadron —

GENERAL

Aircraft on board

ility (note 1)
Pilots Assigned

Pilots available for flight

Syliabus hours

Average number per pilot comnleted this week

TOTAL completerd this week

TOTAL Completed to date

®

e a—

DATE (NOTE 2)

v . b e v G e aeae e wes e A Wems e dee Gadh A W W e e T e s W SRd G s Mme e e e e Sl S e

Note 2.

Aircraft availability is average number of planes in cormission

status during cach 24 hour period divided by average number planes

on board during cach 24 hour period.

Report shall include the weekly period ending at the close of

working hours each Saturcay.

It is directed that the report

reach G-3, Aircraft, Fleet Marinc Force, Pacific on the Monday

following.

CONFIDENTIAL (when completed)
SECURITY INFORMATION
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Flight Syliabus Status
Average number syllabus hours Number pilots
corwleted per pilot : compieted
Phase T
A, Familiarization HRS - NO.
B. Basic Tactics - ___HRS ______NC.
C. Tyne Instruments ~ HRS ___’_______‘_NO.
D. Navigation HRS NO.
E. Night Familiarization __HRS _ NO.
Phase II
A. Veapons ___HRS —___NO.
Gunnery HRS oo _NO.
Str-fing ——pms | | - NO.
Bombing __HRS _ NO.
Hockets - HRAS o ..ha.
B, Night Navigation HRS . _No. :
C. Close Alr Supnort __H3S NO.
Phase III
. A, MPQ H2S ______No.
fg B, Night Intruder ____HQS . _No ,A
o C. Night and Instrument Nav. HRS ______NO.
D. Weapons Night Flare HRS . _No.
{
2_  onmmam— /1, (when completed) Enclosure (3) to
R P APPENDIX VIII
. DECLASSIFIED DECLASSIFIED
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