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Three 251 Marines earn INav

Three Marine Fighter Attack Squadron
(VMFA)-251 Marines have been awarded
the Navy Achievement Medal for their
outstanding accomplishments.

Sergeant Charles M. Pitarys, a plane
captain with the “Thunderbolts,” was
cited for his superior performance of duty
as the sole member of VMFA-251's
Translant Maintenance Chase Crew at
Loring Air Force Base, Maine, in support
of NATO exercise Teamwork ’80 in
September and October 1980. With
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Corps Air Station Militar
Policeman of the quarter.
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minimal assistance, then Corporal Pitarys
displayed exceptional dedication and
resourcefulness fo ensure maintenance of
11 F-4 Phantom jets over a six-day period
in extremely poor weather conditions. He
also provided invaluable technical advice
and assistance to local maintenance crews
who had to remove an F-4 with a locked
wheel assembly from the runway, thus
preventing substantial damage to the air-
craft.

Lance Corporal Gordon C. Stowell, also
a ‘251 plane captain, was cited for his per-

MOUNT OUT — Lance Corporal Richard J. Rangel, an em-

formance during a deployment to the
Marine Corps Air Station, Yuma, Ariz., in
April. On April 1, LCpl. Stowell was involv-
ed in launching and recovering aircraft
loaded with live ordnance when a fire
flared up in a starting unit approximately
10 feet from a fully loaded and fueled F-4.
Reacting immediately, Stowell rushed to
the unit and put out the flames with a near-
by fire extinguisher. His prompt actions
while disregarding his personal safety
alleviated a potential danger to his fellow
Marines and the aircraft.

Jones — U.S. BOMERS-1928-1980 — "TTiIS DOOK N3S EXCEUTHL priveos
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Keystone B-1 of 1928 to the latest strategic bombers and armament.

y Achievements

the “251 S-4 section, was commended for
his performance as an embarkation man
during the squadron’s deployment to Nor-
way in September and October 1980, for
Teamwork ‘80. Rangel demonstrated ex-
ceptional ability and dedication in the
loading of C-141 cargo aircraft for the
movement overseas, and while in Norway
efficiently coordinated the squadron’s
logistical requirements for living

quarters.
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SEAT CHECK — Sergeant Charles M. Pitarys, a plane coptain

plane captain, wipes the canopy of an F-4 prior to its flight.
Stowell received a Navy Achievement Medal for his prompt
actions in extinguishing a fire in an aircraft starting unit next
to on F-4 during a squadron deployment to Yuma in April.
(USMC Photo by Sgt. Doug Blake).

barkation man with VMFA-251, stacks niount out boxes ofter
checking their readiness for deployments. Rongel was
awarded the Navy Achievement Medal for his outstanding
performance and dedication during Teamwork ‘80 in Nor-
my.(MCMbySgi.Mﬂako)

with VMFA-251, sets up a seat in an F-4 Phantom prior to a
launch. Pitarys was awarded the Navy Achievement Medol
for his outstonding performance of duty in support of the
squadron’s deployment for Teamwork '80. (USMC Photo by
Sgt. Doug Blake)



