ot ey AR | | AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT R

filled out)

|. GENERAL

PIVA NORTH 9 01204
(a) Unit Reporting_VMQ=251 ___(b) Based on or at_BOUGAINVILLE __(¢) Report No._2

(d) Date of Action_25 aAugust, : . ] __Long _1_5_507 'B

() Migior, "BORD RBR BEPRTE 1o e e e s Al A D Returndd1l5 L (GEX)

. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

(a) (b) F (BC} NO | fd'b;\r IN NO ;\?]T,ﬂ.{_‘( BOMBS ﬂN{DH‘IORF 'EDOES '9)
I 0. OF |NO. ENGAGING| NO. ATTACK J __ _
TYPE QUADRON |  SORTIES | ENEMY A/C | ING TARGET "CARRIED (PER”PLANE) FUZE, SETTING

FLU-1 [VMO-251 15 | None 11 |9 plenes 1x1000 1b, | 1/10 sec. delay

I

1, 10 sec. ‘J‘Llﬂy

FG-14 B e cge b sk 1l BLAREEAEIERE LR

i A —
|

i - ——

l1l. OTHER U. 5. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

 TYPE SOUADRON 'NUMBER BASE CTYPE QUADTON NUMBER

fﬁau 1 vﬁr-zz 18 oame dS Vi o 2;1
A0 RRease 17 0 LT N

'IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1| Only).

(a) (b) (¢) i (d) (¢) [ (f) (g)
NO NO ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF ' BOMBS TOQI F[’JOF% CARRIED; CAMOUFLAGE AND

TYPE 'OB>ERVED OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER | UNS OBSERVED MARKING

-

‘None

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission{8) —— —— —
(i) Weather and Clouds atLocation of Encounter(s) — e | S R

e B B i e Y sibility—

————————— — e ——

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in I| Only).

(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY (e) (d)
DAMAGE

TYPE I ; S - I —————————————
ENEMY A/C Tm A f? SOUADR om PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED W”fﬂf HIT, f‘*N“F CLAIMED

T S IO T IS i LA Bl T DS AN R S P | CaRfie U

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER £O . PATENTED
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AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

g s
Vigt by IR Y T R

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

V1. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only).

Le) : (e)

TYPE OWN A/C | SQUADRON TYPE GUN. OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE WHERE MIT, ANGLE EXTENT OF bisy Ot DAMAGE,

R B R g Y i o NS 7SS Al AR S T

2None A H AP A e i 2 LI RN

| VRS LR Se le AN 1| LV L T

L 2% % L : e e BRI 41 AT R
2. s | 5 e S St
6 4 kel i : ; eI S
= ? — - e I i b - N— — -

TR NIRRT IR OR R T R U eSS IO R PRl A s T e L
. 9 ; SRR = L] RN e S e Ll 5 FARBR B e e R L . 3 s
10 | i LR DN TG U SOORLE, W .0 10 & EAVEN b |
11 k a t il f 4l N
12 - S - - P - PR R TR Pt W
ST il sl B WL 0 e S SAEP IR, 2

VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).

o
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NQO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
___None | E e 3
1 T R TR = N T TR = T e e iR Bemtee et S sUNETo R . SmsmceTe— ST
RN L S T Py - TR I TR ST AT Ve W ML I - - e e i P S RN
VU RANGE, EUEL, AND AMMUNIEION: DATA oo v o o i s e R SER I
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g0 TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED, PLANES RETURNING
rYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV, FUEL AvV. FUEL }—T—----s-o-o--+-w-Ho-"———— _—
A/C QUT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED NO. OF PLANES 30 % 19, 20MM MM,
.'1 I R R R R R O R R IR — — e ——————— —— — o e = m— — ————
B 7% (TR 6 R - VS R T T U R 0 ¢ (- R PSSR ISR . [ IR R
PIE ST EE] LR ST I [TV . e ————— - = v v i RIS,

IX. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB,

at various altitudes

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT

ALLSET — MFU BY THE EGRY REGISTFR C0., PATENTE?
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Sheat 3of 5 AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT ?f?]:‘;fﬁih
(OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) |
X. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only),
AA SUGAR, west side of SIMPSON HARBOR
(a) Location of Target(s) _Barges, " " " i Yok " (b) Time Over Targe’r(s)o945 L gor

(¢) Weather and Clouds Over Target 801id cloud bauk 4-1l, 000 ft, just over the P?.F&Et .
BElsewhere, CAVU,

(d) SunorMoon____

YN T vis}b,my____Unlisuite(j.

X|. TARGETS, RESULTS OF ATTACK.

A R I (< B L

Ia ka8 side of YULOAN Lo . . @ T | Jithin
ARATPRR. o o e Ea s (e R) ) 2sta60 1B o0 GESSSDER, KN RRERD
2Derelict barge lying near Pty TERE T | 5 P

YIRCAN BARGR EIDR = |UMO-281 121000 dbs . | .M LEISSORs

3 S AN |

Huts on DUKE OF YOHK ISLAND [VMO-251  ]1x1000 1b.,  [2,500ft, Unobserved
4 il TN |
_Buildings, RAPUI, NEW BRITIAN|VIO-251  |1x1000 1b.  |53,0001%. __ 7
510 MG position, west side of | SR | L direc .
_STMPSON HAREOR ~ |vM0-251 | 2x1000 1b,  |1,800f4.l Unobserws
61 Auto, west side of 1 R | , _ oot
amwsolt HARBOR .  |vMO-251 | 1x1000 1b, -~ |1,800ff. Area hit.
’Suspected AA position just b SRR ool oty TR

north of VULOAN ORATER [VMO=251 ]1x1000 1b,  [2,500f4, " "
EnARAT FTME2” MAT . \

RARGE HIDE4” MALAGUNA to O a5 MRRG | 7 E |
CAPE GAZELIE  [vmMo-251 | 6,000 rds, 50 Cal,  |[Unobserved

(g) RESULTS: (FOR SHIP TARGETS DRAW DIAGRAM, TOP OR SIDE VIEW OR BOTH, AS APPROPRIATE, SHOWING TYPE AND LOCATION OF HITS. FOR ALL TARGETS
GIVE LOCATION AND EFFECT OF HITS, WITH DIAGRAMS OR CHARTS WHERE DESIRABLE. DESCRIBE TARGETS FULLY IN (a), AND IN REPORTING DAMAGE OR
DESTRUCTION, IDENTIFY BY NUMBERS AT LEFT. USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY),

Observation of results was negative except for seeing one column of
grayish brown smoke going up to two hundred feev, f;o% a pOlﬂtijuStﬁtO
north of VULCAN CRATER; plus one fire burning neuar TCNGOL, TALILI BAY
which was caused by the SBD's.

9 01254

(h) Were Photographs Taken ? Photographs of Damage, When Taken, Should Be Attached.

ALLBET — MFD BY THE EGAY REGISTER CO., PATENTED
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ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY
OWN AIRCRAFT

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

ATTACK
OWN TACTICS

DEFENSE, ENEMY

C
R

Selection of Targets
Fuzing

Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography

OPERATIONAL

Homing

Rendezvous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of

XIl. TACTICAL AND

- e s EE—

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack

Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own

i i . E"]Cmy
Defensive Tactics, Own

iy ", Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Release
Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics

Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Anti-aircraft
Searchlights
Night Fighter Tactics

OMMENTS AND
ECOMMENDATIONS

Bombinag Tactics

Bombs, Torpedoes

Briefing

Navigation

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,
following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary. )

This was a combined operation, with the following plan
of attack: 17 SBD's of VMSB-236 to hit AA targets ABLE,
consisting of most of the important AA guns on the north
and west sides of SIMPSON HARBOR; 10 fighter bombers of
VMO-251 plus 10 of VMF-223 to hit AA target SUGAR, which
conglsts of other AA along the SW shore of SIMPSON HARBOR;
16 fighters(8 from VMO-251 and 8 from VMF-223) to strafe
barges along west shore of the harbor.

The attack was seriously handicapped by a solid bank
of white clouds directly over the target 4-11,000  § P
while elsewhere in the area the weather was perfedtly clear,
The dive bombing attack by VMO-251's 10 fighter bombers
wags madefrom 10,500 feet, in 50-60 degree dive, with rel-
eases at 3,000 feet., However, three planes could not locate
their assigned targets in the first run se returned and droppeda
from 1,800 feet in a very shallow glide beneath the c¢loud
layer., Three other planes &id not drop on their assigned
targets for the following reasaens respectively; (1) One pilot's
windshield became covered with oil so he couldn't see; (2) One
pilot did not turn on his master gun switch and so the bomb
did not release in the run; (3) One pilot was showered with
urine that had collected in a clogged up relief tube, just
after he pushed over to make his run. These piiots
selected other targetsy as indicated in paragraph X1,

oeveral planes, unable to locate their targets because
of the cloud layer, circled and dropped &t altitudes as
low as 1,800 feet, in a slight glide.

Thetwo divisions of strafing fighters did not attempt
to strafe because of the reduced visibility over the target,
They could not see whether all bombers were out of theéir
way or not., All planes of VMO-251 returned safely to
base, though one SED of VMSB-236 was hit by AA over the
target and crash landed at GREEN ISIAND.

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED
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XIll. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.

ARMAMENT
Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition
Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights
Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS
Radio, Radar
Homing Devices
Visual Signals

Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
|FF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION

Armor; Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection

Leak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes
Lite Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE
Airframe
Control Surfaces
Control System
Dive Flaps
Landing Gear
Heating System
Flight Characteristics
At Various lLoadings
POWER PLANT
Engines
Engine Accessories
Propellers
Lubricating System
Starters
Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Auxiliary Plant
Lights

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment

Personnel Facilities

REPORT Pk WD az |

into his dive.

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

Use additional sheets if necessary).

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

-

Relief tube in Plane #3687 was stopped up, and over-
Ilowed into the cockpit just as the pllot was going

assigned target.

PLA
036

942

221
037

895
387
Oty
032

691
205

305
119

742
394

065

413
739

353

L NO.

SIGNATURE

RANK AND DUTY

MISSION LOG

PILOT

BACHELER
PIRAGLES
SFPINDLER
SWICK

JOLINK
ENDERS
BOWERS
CORMAN

ROSELLEN
MAC LACHLAN

HART
ERDMANN
CRUTCHER
FLICKINGER

FOWLER

MC CABE
JOHNSCN,A.,
JOHNSON , H,

REMARKS
Area hit.

" i
" "

Missed.

Jettisoned.
Unobserved.
Area hit.

Unobserved.

Direct hit.
Unobserved.

Result: Une bomb not droppsd on the

No bomb load. Did not strafe.
Same applies to this division.

Nc bomb load. Did not strafe
" "

Strafed barges.
" "

9 01254
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RANK AND DUTY

DATE

/\PPRCQ;D%Y .
ok BT 0. g ‘BA; %L" LER, Major, 25 August, 1944.

soniTugotg, COe

5

i
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