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WAR DIARY: VMO-251 1l January, 1943-31 January, 1943,
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The fol owing officers transferred to lHgSq MAG=-1l.,

WELCH, Cleude H., Capt., USMC,

FRIEEMAN, William H,, lst Lt., USKCR,

HABERMAN, Roger A., lst Lt., USMCR,

MARONTATE, William P., lst Lt.,, USMCR,

PRESSLEY, Frenk H., 1lst Lt,, USIKCR,

OLSSON, Hugo A. Jr., 1lst Lt., USMCR,

FURLOW, Thomas W,, lst Lt., USMCR,

COLLINS, John V,, Capt., USMCR,

REUSSER, Kenneth L., 2nd Lt., USMCR joined from VMF-122,
PETERS, Herbert A., 2nd Lt.,, USMCR from TAD at Australiea.

The following officers from TAD at @Gactus:

KIRK, Kenneth J. Jr., lst Lt., USMCR,

SPURLOCK, Roy T., lst Lt., USMCR,

Routine training.

Routine training. Eighteen (18) enlisted men joined from VMSB=234;
Thirteen (13) enlisted men joined from VI 1'=122: Three (3) enlisted men
joined from VMSB-142, One (1) enlisted man transferred to Hg8q MAG1l,
Four (4) enlisted men joined from HqSq. FMAW;

Routine treining.

Six (6) enlisted men TAD to Cactus. Nine (9) enlisted men treansferred to
Hqu, NMAG=11l. 06111H8l John vr; Cap‘b., USMCR and PAMJEEI Walter W-’ 2nd Lt,
USMC boarded USS Crescent City.

The following officers from TAD at Cactus.

BAEBEER, Bleine H,, Capt., USMCR,

WEILAND, Charles P., Capt., USMCR.

MC GLOTHLIN, Joe H, Jr., Capt., USMCR,
RAILSBACK, Eldon H., 1lst Lt., USMCR,

SCHWETHELM, Harry F., lst Lt., USNMCH,

GARTON, Wendell P., MG., USMC
Squadron prepare to go aboard USS Crescent City bound for Cectus,
The following officers to TAD at Cactus:

CAMPBELL, Williem R., Maior, USMC,

ANDERSON, James R., Capte, USMC,

MOORE, Jeck R,, Capt., USMCR,

BARAN, Welter A., 1st Lt., USMCR

BERTELING, John B., 1lst Lt., USMCR,

BRYSON, Robert L., lst Lt., USMCR,

KLAS, Donald L.' lst Lt'l USMCR,

LIVINGSTONI ROb'Brt Mlj 1st L'b., USMCR.

SABTIER, Henry S., 1lst Lt., USMCR,

WHITAKER, Williem H.,, lst Lt., USMCR,

MC CARTNEY, Henry A., 2nd Lt., USMCR,

RHODES, Richard M., 2nd Lt., USNCR,

SNEE, Williem H., 2nd Lt., USMCR,

Scuadron VM0-251 boarded USS Crescent City.

The following officers to TAD at Cectus.

VROOME, Ray L., Major, USMC,

MC CARTNEY, Henry A., 1lst Lt., USMCR,

Squedron on board ship.
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WAR DIARY: VMO-251 _ 1 January, 1943-31 Yanuary, 1943.

January 12 Squadron on board ship. Preparations made to get underway. Following units
on board: VMF=-122, VMO-251, 69th Signal Co. (Army) and an Army B=17
Squadron. Commanding Offjcer of troops; Captein John V,.,Collins, USICR,
Sergeent Major of troops; llaster Technical Sergeant Glen "F" Keitiley, USMCR,

Jenuary 13 Evecuated one (1) enlisted man from Cactus.

January 14 Squadron left Espiruto Santos for Cactus.

dénuary 15 Squadron in route to Cactus. MOORE, Jeck K., Capt., USMC reported
Missing in action.

January 16 Squadron in route to C,ctus.

January 17 Squadron debarked from USS Crescent City at Cactus at 10:00 with three (2)
officers and one hundred seventy-five (175). VWMO-251 snd VMF-122
relieved the ground crew ofVWlF-122 andVMF-121

Janvary 18 Routine combat conditions.

January 19 Routine combet conditions.

January 20 Routine combat conditions.

January 21 Routine combat conditions.

January 22 Routine combat conditions.

January 23 One (1) enlisted man killed in action during bombing raid.

L—January 24 The following officers failed to return from mission:
- ERWIN, Paul V.B{, 2nd Lt., USMCR,
LEEDS, Phillip J., 2nd Lt,, USMCR,
One (1) enlisted man evacuated to unknown destination.

Jenuary 26 TRENCHARD, Harold R., lst Lt., USMCR evacuated, location unknown.

Januvary 26  CAMPBELL, William R,, USMC, Major evacuated to Buttons.

January 27 Routine combat conditions.

January 28  Routine combat conditions.

January 29 Routine combat conditions.

L,wWﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁry'SO The following officers missing in ection.
CHKRISTIAN, Wayne W.,, 1lst Lt., USMCR
LOBAN, Glen A., lst Lt., USMCR,
January 31  Routine combat conditions.
RECAPITULATION
OFFICERS ENLISTED. MEN
20 Cactus 182 ggctus
12 Buttons 5 Buttons.

1 White Poppy




Report of Destruction of Lnemy Ships and Planes and Loss of Own Aircraft,

MONTH OI' JANUARY

pNEMY PLANLS

Dgte ¢ Name of Pilot : Type : Enemy Plane : Whete and how
' t U.S, : Destroyed : dest royed
L : :Plane ¢ :
Jan 15 ¢ Capt J, R. Moore Fal'=4 Zero in air
Jan 15 : Capt J. R, Mocre F4F-4 Zero in air
Jan 15 Lt, W, A, Baran F4F-4 Zero in air
Jen 15 : Lt G, A, Loban F4al-4 Zero ¢n air
4
an 16 : Lt, G, A, Loban 4F w4 Lero L1 ALP
|
an 15 :vMaj J, N, Renner F'4F -4 Zero in air
Jan 28 ¢ Lt. G.A., Lovan F4F-4 Zero in air

in air
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FRIBNDLY LOSSES

Date : Type Cause of status  Status i e i
Plane Loss OPONL. L OVIW | Uotiauldd Comments el
Jan 15 Far-4 Zero Saf'e Pilot missing 14 days.
Jan 28 I'4F -4 Zero Safl'e -ﬁﬁffgglmisaing 20 days.
hﬁ,JEH B%  Faled Zero MIA Pilot missing in action
Lt. PeVeBs Irwin last seen
being attacked by Zeros
(VB COPY, ATILOE
| | Submitted by:
AT ML KA S Bd 90 93 4 0 RAY L. VROOME,

ettt 2 ISMC. Major, USMC, Executive Officer.




