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Back to the Balkans...again

What was Yugoslavia is better known throughout history as the Balkany, 2 [utkish word for mowritatns. The rough and
rugged terrain that charactenizes the Balkans bas been the cross-roads of cimpues for centuries The Balkans have been
divided and reconstituted numerous times over the vears  The hustors of the Balkans 1s a fascinating story that could i
volumes. This 1s just a briet introduction

As early as the tenth century, the arca now known as Bosnia and flercegorving was divided between the Cathohie West ana
the Orthodox East ruled by the unstable Serbian empire It was only a matter of unie. however, before the Ottoman Turks

invaded the Balkans and devastated the Serbians at the Battle of hosove il
population 1o Islam and the Mushm nunority further compheated the ccheions map of the region
turned over to Austria-Hungary, thus depriving the Serbians of what was ol thers
Iowisn't aotl atter the First World War that
In 1941, a German blitzkricg overran the connty wad Yogoshinaa was pattitioned by the Axis
Over half of those doattis, mcluding 400,000 Serbs massacred dunng

when a Serbian terronst assassuated Austnian Archduke Ferdinand.
Yugoslavia was bomn
powers. 1.8 million Yugoslavs died dunng WWII
cthnic cleansing in Croatia, were the result of the ol war

The Cold War managed 10 Keep the six republics of Yugosiavia togeiher.
conflict has thawed as wetl.
important 1o keep history in mind when discussing the Balkans

Furks converted at least some of the

fo 1878, Bosma was
Waould War 1 began m Sarajeve

Noaw that the Coid War s over, the Balkan
Ancient hatred bas resurfaced, and the Balkan rewion has come apart ac the scams. Ic s
It1s difticult for us i the West o understand many of thie

grudges that motivaie the varnious cthme factions i Bosmia  As vou ks ciee about what is happening o Hasaia oday,

ry 1o keep the history in nund
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I'rom the S-2...

[he primarcy niission of intelligence 1s
W provide enngal information 1o a
tnely manner to support the decision
niakers and tie opermors. You may
not fall s either of those calegonies,
but s still rmportant that you stay
wtortied. We're living  in the
wiormation age and there has never
been  se much  andornstion,  botlh
Classtfied and unclassified, available
to the atelligence communiry.  Our
zoal with this newsletter, s o provide
sor with both usctul and “nice 1o
hoow * mfonmation abund tie siluation
ik Bosnia and the reason we'ie all here
i AV,

The T-Bolt Intel shop 15 made up of
personnel from 251, 451, 332, 224,
and even g Nival Ofticer who made
ins way over licre from MAG-31. I(
you bave any guosiions or anytheng
you'd Like to see i the newslener, let
aile ol us know,



The Ethnic Patchwork of
the Former Yugoslavia

What used 10 be known as Yugoshivia
was an aliempt to bring 1ogcther as one
nation, six  republics  and  Iwo
antonomous regions with a popubiion
of 23 million people drawn from five
major c¢thnic  groups  using  two
alphabets, practicing  \hree  muior
religions, and speaking tour difTeren
languages. Obvicuslv. that didn't wonk
oul so well  It's easy 1o sec llom the
map below why Bosnin 1s at the conter
of the Balkan contlict  There are throe
major cthnic groups in Bosnia,

Bosnian  Serbs Seibs e
predominately  (nthodox Chnsian
Speak Serbo-Crontian but write itn the
Cyrillic alphabet.

Bosnian  Creats - Croatims o
predominately Catholic  Also speak
Serbo-Croatiin bul winte it in the Latm
alphabet.

Bosnian Muslims - At the conter of the
simggie for the Bosn. the Mushims
are not truly an cthinc gronp. They are
instcad distinruished by tharr prchice
of the Muslim religion.

=
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Programs, programs! You can't tell the Serbs from the Croats

1 he stinabion i Bosata s confusimg to soy the least

without u program!

Not only do vou have the warring

ficnons, bt you also have o keep up with evenvbody clse who has their hand in

Hosnim

IF vou wan (o fotlow the comtinning saig of Hosnia in the news, herg are just

sore ob e magor plavers you'll see,

United Natons Seeretary General

Chnted MNatians Specinl Emvoy to Bosia
Commgnder. UN Provisional Forces (UNPROVOR)
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Where iy Herzegovina anyway?

Bosnin and Herzegovina's name 15 taken from two provinces that

for the past three centurics have had a common historical,

cconomiic, and cultural development.  The centrally located,

nearly tandtocked republic covered 20 percent of the total area of

the former Yugoskivia,  Bosnia makes up Ifour-fifths of this

republic and Herzegovina the remainder. The former is a land of

mountains wilh cxtensive forest cover and valleys. Herzegovina, -
with the exception of the Neretva Valley is for the most part a

stony and iy wilderness I general, bot summers and cold -
winters charactenize the republic Higher clevalion areas have

short, cool stimmers and long, sovere winlers.

THREATS TO U.S. PERSONNEL

You should always exercise caution when iraveling
over-seas of when you are deployed 1o a foreign
conntry - Fortunaicly the threats to U.S. military
personnel in northern ltaly is minimal, Because you
are representatives of the United States, however,
sou  always necd to be aware of what's going on
arcnnd you. But don't let that stop you. Venture out,
explose the land. and make friends with the natives.
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