YHA-251 was sowmisasioned as an observation squadrom (VMO)
of the Second Marine Alreraft Wing at San Plego, Californda,
on 1 December 19%1. It was one of the first squadrcns to
g0 into the Eouth Paecifie aree, alihough as early as ¥ay
1942 it had been ordered to Now Jealand to farnish aly
support for St First Marime Civision when 1t inwaded the
Solomoms. M route the assignment vas shanged snd VNO-25)
went t0 Tontowta, NHew Caledonta, From there it flew to
Bspiritu Sante to operate She atr base when the fighter
#trip was ready and te provide air defense for that 1slamd.

Shortly after its arrival in New CGaledonia Major Jomn
R. Bart, then commanding the Squadron, was advised by
ComilrSoPbne that the misciem of the 8quadron would be
shanged from observ:iion to that of a fighter squadram,

It had beem equipped with medified PuF3s for long-range
Pencunaissanes although no wing tanks had beans provided,
oRt a8 fast as planes were as:embled the pilots undertook
thelr newly assigaed rols ana learned tasties and gupnery,
™e phetographers flew with Army B-~17's engaged i the
Preliminary recormniz:ames and mt of the Geadeleansl
 arem. Mven after the squsdron mowed to Espiritu the seventesn
photographers rlgw Peguiarly with the 1lth Bombardment Gromp
_there wntil 10 Qetober 19423 although they were more occupled
with warding orf attacking Z.ros than in Laking piletures.



Toward the end of July the slresdy depleted squadron
{it had started from the States with 27 officers smd 272
amlisted men) was further redwoed vhem f'ive of its pilots
ware ordered by ComiirscPae as odservers in cruiser SOC's,
(Great secresy surrounded this misalon and nothing was heard
of the pllots until the middle of August 1942 whem three of
them, Msjor Wililam R, Campbell, 24 lLisutenant Robert T.
Wnitten and 24 IAeutemant Rey T. Spurlook, dressed in
sellors' dungarees, arrived at Bspiritu via APA. They had
been aboard the UBS ACTORIA at the Battle of Savo Islsnd
She night of 8 ~ 9 Augusé Whem the Japs sank her and three
ther orvisers, The other observers, fecond Iieutennnts
Carl I, Sehussaler and w:lilj.am Ps Kirby, bad been in the
VIRCENKES and were oither killed during the action or lost
wvhen that cmiser sank. _

maze, the pilots at 'ront.uah were qualifying im
earrier landings and "bedly needed gumnery and tactical
training”. The flizht echelon, deapite shortage of manpowsr,
.&mpamticm difficulties and other coerzions of war, with
‘the nelp of some of Colonel Bdson's Raiders still at Nouses,
and u B~2é which trensported nime mechanicg, joined the
;-rémmﬂ echelon at Bspiritu Smate on 10 August, Ten days
1ater the dreppé:ble wing tanks whitch werc to have been
pieked up at lHawaili en route to Samoa arrived. On the sanme

—day the forwird schelon of MiG«2Z® flow intc Guadaleanal,

There Lleutenant Colomel Charles E. (Fog) BHeyes,
"



executive officer of VD291 and First Illecutemant Robert
M, Livingston, squadwem ecnstructlon officer, with 1k0
personnel of CUbel had prepared the field for MAG~23, hawving

| been ordered to Castus (eode name for Hemderson Field) soem

after the First Division landed.

VMO-251 at Eapiritu might well serve as the protetype
of the self-sufficlensy of mme sviztion waits in the
touth Pacifies It mot only took care of its o requirements
and eparate&?%:m“:f:tﬁﬂ at Espiritu, but ahﬁ maintained and
serviced r*rﬁ, Ravy e and Marine planess Lquadrons of our |
sunken or camaged earrisFs were¢ maointained by VMO-251,
gurvivers of the PREGIDYNT COOLIDGE wers guartered; transiemt
planes and passengers of YHR-153 were cared for. In
addition, tho squadron not only operated the local Interw
coptor Commamd, and established a Fighter Iirection Center,
but also imstalled two raders on Bspiritu, The site of

the {irst was 900 feet above sea -'ievél,_ through six miles

of jungle, Cocomut trees two feet or mere in diaseter vere
fellsd by ax, in lieu of a ¢ross saw, to resch the installe
ation srea, after vhieh three 10-tom acwponents of the Xedar
had to be drawn by sledge to the site. Due to the teshnical
skill of Ciptain Claude H. Weloh, Nester Teshnical Sergeant .
Howard A. Bailey amd to the tree-felling ability of Staff
Sergeant Jamez J. Cosher, his four-man crew, and the exemplary

. go-operstion of sixtesm other enlisted mem, within sixteen

days of the sguadrom's arrivsl at Fepiritu the first radsr
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was installed amd eperctinge VMB-251 them prepared to set
up & sec:nd radar, this ome atl Tartle Bay, and turned the
ome at the Cape over to the Army. To install the sm
radar 370 cocomt palums were pushed over by a CB,y at tm
cmt of £10.00 » treel
Altaough VMO-251 did not actually go into Guadalcanal
ss a unit wetil 17 Jomuary 1943, meay of iis pllots hmd
gerved om Getached duty ut Hepderson. They had farried
planes to Cwetus and steyed to fight. At various times
during October and November Major William R. Campbell,
Captains Charles F. Weiland, Thaddeus P, Wojeik, and Carl
longlsy, First Lieutenants Kenmsth #o Kirk, Robert Me
Livingston, Joe H. MeGlothin, Roy 7. Spurlock and Nicimel
Re iumk, and Second Lieutensnt Herbert A. Peters wast ints
combui from Hendersems By December most of the origimal
perscnnel Bad been dispersed snd, with the m of
Nejors Joseph N. Remmer and Willism He Cempbell, 1stit
ILivingstom and 241t Peters of the erigisal squadron, an
entirely mew scuacron was formed, Fourtesn formee SBC-H
pllots jedmed from VMEBw151 im Bames. oix TMBBuM2 pilots
sud two newly arrived fram [light sehool made up the new
orgapization that went to Hemdersoms Field as a fighter sguadran
wiier the command of Major Renner.
From July 19%3 until February 194k the M was on
_ the west Coast but om 29 February it set sail for its secamd
overseas tour, arriving st Lfepliritu Sambe again on 9 March
1954 .
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¢vom there it moved to Green, then to Bougainville
where from Jume uniil December 194k it partieipated in the
.naﬁtralizaxtian of the Bismarcks area, It was the first
Marine VP squadron to laﬁd at Semar, on 2 Jamuary 1945 (1730).
vhile at Sewar its designation was changed fwom an observatiom
to a fightimg squadrom 31 January 19%5 althowgh it hed
actually been a fighting squadrom sll the time. It partici-
pated in attasks on Iuson, Cebu, Negros and Mindanao targets
and furnished c¢lese alr support to Army téoapn in mumercus
‘mmphtblous lendings in the Philippines, During Japusry 1945
two pilots were killed in actiom sand two more were missing
in sction. The last operation VNF-251 participsted in was
on 1 May 1945 when twelvs Corsairs flew in close suppers
missions for guerrilla troops at Sulpa, Leyte. It was
decommiscioned 1 June 1945,
 he squadrem shet down nime planes amd received the
Prasidmtial Unit Citation for service with the First !l!arint
::lirer&ft ¥Wing, and a cmtion from the Commanding General
of the 11th Bombardment Group. |
7 - Om 15 April l%éﬁ%iifg;l was comsissioned as a squadren
| of the Marine Air Reserve Training Comsend, attashed to the
mme Air Detachment, U, $. Naval Air Btatiom, Crosse lla,
Kichigan, Major Ralph G. WeCormick assumed command nnd the
following month Yailding up the squadron began.,
Forty~-six pilo s Tlew 88,h hours during ;smgust.-@_f n
' 'ﬁi?iﬁ}itiw to the regularly sssigned perszonnsl & group of |
_gf_ix'tem enthugiastic "volunteers" averaged more fligh_f. time
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than those assigned to the sguadren, 5Squsdron expansion
snd training suffeved most frem laek of enlisted stremgth
which handicapped e squsdrents efficlienmty as a self-come
tained unit, .
memmmmnm-uMa;mm
drive swecessfully sugmented smlisted parscnnel strength.
it the start of the peried Share wers wnly nine enlisted men,
by the begiuming of Deswder enlisted stremgth tetaled 13,
bub at the ent of Desumber 3 enlisted persemnel wers
sttached. Buring the first quarter of sslemdar 1347 enlisted
strength had grown by msarly 400 per camh « 132 “ been
sworn in by 31 March. This imevesse is resaskable in that
there was no soomenic netessily $o asccount for aalw youmg

men joining the squadren. mm-mwulwzn

Detrolt was $55.00 & week smd the emplognent lavel huh.
. -Great eredit is due the resruiting mm
by Ceptain Richard Brewns Newspaper publicity, rsdio nm'
a soumd truck that eruised the papulated areas and apm
tours at nearby ¢olleges all had helped stimwlate intemptg
‘Due o e sbundanee of velwnteer reserves, navale -
aviator strsugth was never a problem bessuse the wlmtém

had been ready to £ill amy existemt vasameies. Recruiting

activities contimued during April to Jume and inquiries cams

from interested persoms within s radius of 150 miles. _
—— — Despite the bad weather the zquadrom flew 1333.8 h&ur&

in the first three memths of 1947, 211,9 in gunnery, 21?1
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in test flying, 113.% of familiariszation flights, 519 in
ércss-—country, and 467.8 in taetical flying. Training was

..8;150 devoted to groumd school, using movies, lectures,

ﬁiﬁotting-hatré prodlems, mock-ups, link time, GCA and GCX —

pz;'beeaﬁra. As of 30 June 1947 squadron strength totaled 2163

5‘2 officers and 164 enlisted. |

 From 1k - 29 Amgust 1947 33 NA'E snd 71 elisted persn-

ml attended the annual Reserve smasuvers at Cherry Point.

F_mm 1 July to 30 September the syuadron logged nesrly 500

Mrs, exelusive of those hours flown at Cherry Point which

f-mmtasi to 36%, |

' In additlion to the regular mr’uitw neAStrod, &
P spaqial series of articles em the maneuverz at Charry Point
5 wre-lccm:;ctad by Detroit, Wmmdotte, Tearborn and other

' paparg; Unexpeeted putlielty emanated fron Chattamaoge,

’3 Tmea#‘“, W way of pictures amd en article in the
chatt.hmoa TIMEE, Detroit radie stations also responfied
meim&y as well as several in Toledo, (hio,

WF-?SZL placed second in the 1945 competition for the
hrine Bzaaerve Trophy which was won by VHF-142 stationed at
Miasid, rsi’a’r‘f___ the first half of celendar 1950 despite
wfawraﬁleinemer eonditisms the squadron flew 1026.9
_bgu*a or 63:5 of the possible hours based upon what 1=

_.-";e;msidarkd 1deel conditions -- thet esch assigned pilot fly

"\

& "'sﬁx hfmrs per drill,

ff;. , Fut é& the bleak funday of 14 Jamuary 1951 when the
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PCulD's were grounded becsuss of cold sl low-visibility

a telegram was reccived fyom Commsnier, Marine Alr Reserve
" Treining directing V251 to prepare for mebilisation on
1 March 1991, |

VHP-251 remsined & Reserve mnit of Marine itr Detestment,
Meval Afr Ststfom, Gresse Ile, Michigan, watil 1 Mareh 1951,
Tatil them 1t eontinued veck-ead traiming, ssmwal two-week
ahswrars and oarried on the routine fwmstions of & Meserve
squadron,

The f8Pet day of March vas one of feverish activity.
There were Daryashs sssigmeents, physieal exsminaticns, s
elothing lssues which contimued far into the nighs. As
though that were met smnugh to tale in one day, 1t was
ammounced thet the "beloved Corsairs would be cast aside®
for AD-1%s, which eweked moager if any emtimsiasm from the
pllots, |

n & Naroh edght pllots left for El Tore to piek uwp
the first AD-1's assigned TRF-251. The first four arrived
at Grosse Yle without mishep on 16 Mareh followsd by fowr
more which alse arrived safely on the twentieth. During
the rest of Mureh sad the fir:t tve weelts in /pril Ow
squndvon was occupbed vith fam:liarization in iD-1's, and
norml vorking and trainimg routine prepsratory to the
transfar te El Toro where it would be stationed,

The first echelom of 33 offlcers and bE enlisted wen
departed for K Tore by privately owned transportationg
the AD's took off at 1000 om 20 April and at Q500 Monday
the twenty~third § officers and 122 enlisted were alrlifited
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to El Toro in aix R5C's from Cherry Point. 211 schelons had
arrived by the emd of that Monday aftermoon.
By 25 April VMA-251 redesignated thms 20 April was

" 7 sbaken down at Fl Toro and morale was high, So was

entlusiasn for the AD-l which by now had convinced the pilots
that 31t was perfect for close smpport. However, "fcha pleasure
over having been kept inteed 22 o unit was mh:xt dismed
on 3 May when 15 musteammm for m‘ma duty.
on 3 Jwme the mmdmlmtwmhm mxlliary ALy
Statiom at Il Centro for two wesks' opdnanse trainitng and
to participete &m Operztiom Iex One Able, s rsturnw 16
June to Rl Toro. 1 |
YMA-251 i3 presently om duty at X1 Tore mm‘m
training requirements. Some officers and naR Were onTAB
in February 1953 qualifying for carrier opsrations; atﬁws
ware st the Naval inphibious Base weder instructicns in |
tactical air support. Close alr support prohlsms were \
worked om at Pundleton, and intensive tralning in the i \ | %
ubdquiteus and versatile Filk was reseived by 24 cfﬂed"
and 95 enlisted mem at HAAS, El Cemtre during Pebruary. -_ﬁ.:
Later that momth the enlisted mem of the squadron wers w- A\
tached for instructivns in the maintensnge of the AD, W*
the end of Mareh all BA's and NAF's of the squadren qu
- recelving eombat training im AD's, _
T wBEL the Imture holds Tor VHA-251 one cannot say bttt
wherever it may serve it wiil keep the traditions and J.iva
up to the Btandarde set by its predecessor st Espirit:ﬂ

santo, maamml, Bovgeinville, and tzmar.
G %
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Mz} Jolm N, Hart

The following officers have commanded VMA-2513s
Capt Elliott ¥, Bard |

1Dechkl

12beckl .

- 290cth
Tt8cl Charles H. ilayes I0Temn2 w G0l
Lapt dalph de Yeaman lirechz = Yooch
Mal Willlam 3. Campbsll Bhech2 - 107 -l
Ha] Joseph N. Henner 11pech2 ~ 104
Crpt Claude H, Welch I2Marky « 220 L7
Capt Michael R, Yunck 22Marhy w20k
¥a) Carl M, Ilongley biunb3 e 3100843
Capt Hobert W, Teller iHovh3 = Sioyl3
¥al Williem C, Humberd ERovhy = OFebhd
Maj William l. Bacheler 10Febi5 » 1hiprhs
Mej Thomas 1y Furlow 164prL5 « 20V Y
letlt Clem "FY Kelthley 21Msyb§ - 104 .nky
Kaj Balph G. MeCormick 1dJulsd « 3o
Maj v lliam . Carlton 1Deckf « 310.:a50
Baj /' 2u1d P. Troyer IJanbl ~ 27 .bol
Caovt Iarl €. Miles N 27Feb%l « 274prsl
Ltool Gregory J. Welssenberger 274pr51 « 15May5l
Ltiol Phildp "L” Crawford 15¥ay 5l « 31Dech2
ItCol Joe L. VWarren lJdanb2 - 3Janb2
LtCol srtbur M. Moran Llan52 « 3IMaysSg
M) Clarence H., Moore - lduni2 - FFny52
LtCol 5. H, whittenm 8Rov52 -~ 13F. 183
LtCol farold A. Harwood 14Feb53 « pressntly

~ Propured W3 | | .
Major Pina Ioftus Sxith, VENC-N
B :tory Office, DNivision of Aviation
Heodousrters Merine Corps
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