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ViO~251 was commissioned on 1 December, 19&15 at the Naval Air
Btation, ﬁgrth Islanﬁ, Galifornias Tt was commissioned as a SQuaaran of
Marine Air Group 21, then stationed at Zwa, ODahu, ?,ggy from which Group
and pla¢§‘$ev$ral of its flvet officers and key enlisted personnol came.

Several months after commissioning, and thl@ st11l at North Islund

- in the fitting out stapge, ViO=251 was detached from %AG 21 and was assigned

to the direct control of Headquarters, Sscond Marime‘airaraf% Wing, then also
at North Island JHO#251 thereafter remsined a aeparaée squadron under the
%@éaﬁd Wing until late ﬂugugt;,RQAE, when 1t was 0fficia11y detached to the
?irst Marine Advoraft Wing, Ab this time the squadrén was based at Bepiritu
Bantos, in the New Hebrides Islands, It had beeﬁ avira@as sirk June 17, 1942,
bp@rating for ﬁha_mést part as an independent squadron under the Qp@f&tiﬁﬁ&lr
asontrol of Gommah&af, Alroraft, South Pactfie, , V
The initial ﬁéﬁﬂ&?ﬁiﬁn of the aireraft with whish\?ﬁ@wzﬁl was o
be equipped ineluded beth tha convertible (land and Hea plane) ecrulser based
type nbservatiaﬁ alrplans and the amphibious type patlirol plane (or PRYw5A),

Hobt until aboubt late March of 1942 was 1% apparent thHat this conception had

un&aﬁgana 4 change. Ab this time word was received Jt Hegdquarters, Second
Marine Airerafﬁ Wing that it was the intention of thJ Navy %o equip the
pquadron with BBD type airglanes. 4

Th&-ﬁérinag did not like the ides of the &8Dts for two ?easans:

first, beaausa they felt the squadron would aveatualiy end up a8 o carriere
based dive bombing squadron; and, second, because s fgliuwing the experience
of tb& Bri%iah in §wrth ﬁfri@a, they felt that a higﬂhspead airplane wiﬁh
romote controlled camers laatallatign would provide the best type of gbssrvaﬂ

tion airplk nes A8 a result, the_marinda submitted a counter recommendation,




' This counber recommendation msde by the Marines wag approved in

due course of time, and about the first of Mey, 1942, sixtoen T/F=3 airplanes

. were put a@hera»fram ong of the alroraft cerriers ﬁh%n in Ban Diepo and turned

over %o V§6«2§2*
Whlle all of the alreraft had to be 3ent to the Adr Station ASR for

‘the modifications nseessary Lo make them into yﬁatagraghie @1qneg$ many of bh&

planes were also in need of varying degrees of overbaul., Hence 1t was thaty
&8 soon &8 the air§1an§§ wers received, aight of thalsix%s@n had to be turned
into the air'$ﬁﬁ§ian far aeaéed work. When these W@J@-?&tﬂ?ﬂ@& to the squade
ron, the other elght had to be turned in. So that, Qiﬁh'tha squadron msving
overseas on the 17th of June, never more then eight §4F~3*5 wers avallable for
training prioy to embarkation. | _
Added to the eighﬁ F/Fe313 were certaln misaailanaﬁus alreraft which,
having been pﬁ@viéualy,aasignad to the squadron, warg allowed to remain. These
alreraft consisted oft two Sﬁﬁfs; und one JF«ly and two Brewster fighters
{(thene latter ?ﬁmainiﬁg fbr s short time only). /
The limited numbar of alrersft wa: enly one of several vroblems
gomay quite unique = which confronted the embryo squadron from the time it
roseived iﬁ%a@mplamaﬁt of alrplanes until 1t salled for evaraéag duties, Otheys

ineluded the vapid assimilation of persomnel (not unigue)s taking part in the

£ilming of the motion pletuve, "Wake Island'; acquiring materlal and aapgliaa
for ina@pendant np@ra%ians; and finally, loading ﬁhig in sueh a manner that
the aquadron gould proveed in Ywo parts by separate Jautaa, with‘ﬁhs airoraft
staﬁaé iﬁ the betw&snwée@k spaces of » Havy tran@parJ

Until rocelpt of the F&F*%’a, alght affiaegs wore the maximum ever

to be in the squadron st any one time, OFf the origiJ@l officers, four of the

" older ones had been detached only vesently to other Jni%s and four young

1i@uteaan£% yvecelved in their glaee; Thege latter wéra from the Carrier
e
Xn&@@rinathan Faurgé, (then being aea&ggﬁeé at Ewrtﬁ‘Isl&nﬁ}, fron whanaﬁ
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also oame most of the additional pilote VMO-251 was to i&eeiva‘ Only a

few of the latter were fortunate enough ﬁn eemglete éha Endecﬁrinwtﬁan Course
before th@y’wera reassiyn@d; while all fram this sgufea lacked prior service
axyerienee. F@llawing recelnt of the F&F*ﬁisg pilot an& other officer strength
mf the squadran rose until, by the 10th of June, it haé reached o tmt&l of 27.
During bhel same psriaﬂ the enli&te& straﬂgﬁh inefea%ié from an average of
ninety (90) to 272, o |

The making of the MﬁVihg piatura, §§aka iﬁﬁaﬂdﬁ éﬁfiﬁg‘%ﬁe lntter
part of the month af\ﬁay required the services of alg elght FAF«3's, with an
aqual number of pilata, far twm-weeks$ Planes (with vw?~211 markinga) and
peraonngl. ﬁpera%eﬁ first on an improvissﬁ airfield &leng tha shores of the
vﬁalton Sea and later at aalt Lake Gity.
By the middle of May, it was fairly firm that the squadron would

move out :i.n June to New Eaalmzé, whers 1t would Join ‘»:;he Firet Mavine Division,
This praspaﬁtiva emplayman% mesnt that, wiﬁhont beneflt of other nearby aviation
activities, the squadron would have to be largely self-sustaining, and that
squipment aﬂ&‘sugplies, ¢amman1§ avail&ﬁl%-mnxy to a pgroup or higher érganiﬁaﬂ
tion would ha#é tc‘be ah£ained. _thaiﬁiﬁg guch suppliss and equipment in the

sarly days of the war when f&blas'af’ﬁllawanass were otill a law unto thems

ﬁéiv&s* eanst%tu%éé no minor undertaking; and mach aﬁguing and bepging had to

i

be resorted to hefcr@ final aubhority in sach ease Waﬂ pranted. The squsdron,
.hawaéergfzgzuanﬁmy aunaagsful in its requests for adﬂitional equipnent; and
1t 45 well th&ﬁ 1% was, since the quantity and diversity of the gguipmeﬁt Y
talned was ong of the major factors in the squadron's ability to saseaésfnlly
amaemplish the MRnife&d tosks enaouatermé. |
v | ‘tha taak of drawing up sdequate loading plans. for embaritation also
produced éénsiﬁarably more of a problem than might ha%a~b@en oxpected normally.
Yhen it ﬁ&& finally astertained that VHO«251 was to proceed oversess on the
T.8.8, ﬁﬁf%ﬁaﬁi s Navy trgn%part, iﬁ wgs also found that other units of the

FMF ware &éheﬂul@d to go aboard the sane vessel and th&t these unilb: were




naﬁa'haa dafiniﬁaly ﬁgcideahgpcn at that time, After cansidarablé uneere
 tainty and déiay;vaﬁriﬁg'ﬁhiah the matter was obviously tossed back and
forth between Headquarters, U, 8. Marine Corps, the ﬁepart&enﬁkaf the Pacific,
the FPirst Amphiblous ﬂ@rﬁs, the Eleventh Navsel Dietrict ﬁéa&quaftaré, the
Second ﬁgrinﬁsﬁif‘¥iﬁg and the Naval AigrStatiaﬁ, North Island, certain inw
farmaﬁisﬁbbégan to trickle in with gaﬂéﬁéﬁgp@ ané‘baéy to ity In faet %ith .
so much shape and h@éy.that 1% was gwgéily:appéfeu% that th@:g.ﬁfsa,ﬁﬁxﬁééﬁt
ﬁ@ul& in no way accomodate 511 that was supposed %o gﬁ inté i£¢ Another
vessel was therefore érawn frem‘%hs board which waal& be used to transport
] part of the 3npplia$ and squipment ef VHOw25) we at Zsast from Han Diege
to San.?ranaiaaa where, it was hoped, further transpertatien would be aveils
able to speed this component overseans, ,

| vﬁea&iﬁg piéﬂs thus had %o be made for two ships, with corresponding
divislon of squadron materisl, esuipment and ?@rsanﬂ$1‘ Realizing the possim
bility of wide dlspersion in arrivel dates and plaaeg overseas of the two
components, it was deeided to place aboard the Hﬁ¥?6$ﬁ all personnel, (with
the sxeaptién of u seourity detachment for the gear &hiﬁh §ﬁ&1& proesed by -
the second vu&ael} bhe taetieal airer&fk, and such sgsential summiias and
squipment ga would enable the squedren to set up and function for a limiteérl
period of time after arrival, The aﬁ&iﬁiﬁnal utiiiﬁ# airoralt aﬁé the supe
‘ @iies and @auiﬁmant which would be aas@ntial for prolonged operabions were

to be placed aboard tha seond v&ssel; The general soundness of this division

was made appirent, when, as it later developed, the second ship did not arrive
,ah the squadron's locatlon for almost two months after the squgﬁéga had dise
embarked f%em the HEYwﬁﬁﬁfat Noumesn, New Caledonia. By that timgrﬁhg squadron
had not aﬁly moved out to Tontouta airfield, where it haé set ap mﬂméﬁﬁét»

and starte& %raining! but had also moved from that b&sa to Baplr ita‘ﬁgn%as
where it had got up and started flying combat air ﬁaérala;

Th@ task of losding aire?aft Inta the beﬁwaaﬂ*ﬁsek agpacss of &
Ravy tran%pert which, in addition to Qgrryxng ths maﬁef portion of Vﬁ@ﬂ%ﬁi
was alsc érah%perﬁing the rear eshalon of the 1atnaider Eattali@m (then

! .ﬂt%_-o




‘squadron would yeport to the Commanding General, let Marine Division, atb

_Liau%@rzmﬁ Galmal Edson, comuanding) snd a battalifm of the 224 Yarines,
1:-4 also ez&n&titamﬁ a problen probably unique in the anm’xls of World War IT.

Byen after mp@r plans wers made, considerable mimte‘z‘ physleal messuring

p [N

of the eargo eépaces and cargo hatohes wes necessary %:xéfara # succeseful it
ecould be mssured, Hventually, bﬁ%ver, all the ?ﬁ“wﬁ%* 8y minus wing surfaces,
tall surfaces s and propellers wers lagﬁaﬁ &bﬁ’{fﬁt The latter items, being
oratad, wers then mansuvered inte h@lﬁr spases or gi&??ﬁﬁﬁ against the hulle
hoads N |
Loading eompleted, the HEYHOOD safled from @an Diego on 17 June.
’1‘3:1@ firat stop of the vessel was to be Samos, where the preplaces -
ment, battallon and the rear echelon of the Raiders were to be disembsrked,

The vessael was thﬁn to provesd to New Zesaland and diwéﬁarg@ Ti0=25%e The

that place for dutys

Upon a&*z*i*mi» at Tutulls, Samos, ht}mﬂr, the squadron conmander

 was Informed that the destination of the squadron had been changed by dis=

pateh orders from Waghington, and that instead of ??ﬂé&%ﬁiﬁiﬁg to New Zealand
as tplanﬁed’ 1t would go to 'ﬁéuma, New Caladonia, whers it would raport to | i
Commandey, Kiraraf@; Soubh ?&éifﬁc; for dutys | |
| Afber fowr &a,ys: in the Samoan Islands, during which time the vespel

voyaged to Apis, British Samom, %o disembark the veplgcement battalion, it

got ﬂr{a‘amay for Houmen m}-zsl aboard was not alons, however, Instesd of |

dlpenbaricing the resr echelen of the Ralder Battalion
had ot mzly retained this unit aboard but had also pi
Edsen and hi‘f& forward ochelon. A1l hands then au#;amt
radioal wms afmﬁg

§ﬁwﬂ$& was reached sbout the flrvst of July.

c*f:sek: and the sqtaadmn iszmaamtﬂly began {iiﬁa&barkatiau
in mc;mpii a.zicsss with hie orders, reportad to F&f@gzasamé

- DURTISB, ﬁ?ﬂt}h wap then in &‘mmaea harbor, There he ?:J

was to move bo Tonbtouts alrfield, sbout )thiﬂynfiva i

whin

as planned, the vessel
ckad up Lisutensnt ealam@l
ed that sam%mr;g new a:ezc%

X

‘1‘21@ vessel mﬁ i?s‘%é ’bhﬂ

¢ The %qum‘“@r& “ls
a

shoard his f“hgﬁhﬁgg 4

& informed thut hi& s%ﬁaﬁmﬁ

1@3 diatant from ﬁ@mﬁtg
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and et up alroraft as soon as pesaiﬁla. Pevsomnel were to move to a éampw'
site aélae%éd by the érmy sbout five milas further north,. | |

: The move to Tontouta and the campsite, and the auﬁseqasﬁ% necasaity
for moving back and fbrth,b@%ween.the campaite and airfield werccauses for
oongidersble confusion éuringktha doys to follow. In the first plase, the
EEY%GQ% had a gquick tnranr@un&,seﬁaéulé to executey and the Army, which was
_furﬁiﬁhiﬂg the ﬁraaspértatigﬁ for the iniﬁial.mavé of the squadron te Tontouba,
hed orders to clear the dock as svon as physically possibls, In the rush that
followed, items of EQuipmén%.iﬁt@néeé,fé?.th@ eampaiﬁé‘wEﬁ%'ta the airfield
and ;%émﬂ badly needed st the sirfield w@nt’%o the cé&ﬁaiﬁ@._'Thg:ﬁask of

nngaraﬁbiiﬁg ﬁhiﬁ»@qﬁipﬁent, ag well as that of mavin% the hugare@ @d&smﬂz

back and forth from ‘the camp, where they lived initially; o the girfiﬁld'
where they worked, and of fesding them while there, was then left %o the

. . A . . \ .
gquadron, Although some transportation from local Army seurces was avallable

to nsslat, the majority of this work had to be acﬁcmpiish@ﬂ by the btransportee

tion whieh_ﬁh@ gquadron haa.ﬁith‘itg and this was 1ittle enough, Thres small

trastors furv%awing alreraft and four jeeps comprised all the granspsrtatian

which the squaéraﬁ had been sble to bring with it on She HEIWOUD; and élth@ugh
sufficlent for the purposes egﬁaeiva& it was definitely not equal to the task

inmposed ab Taﬁ%&uﬁa. Navazthglaasg within four to fiwe days‘fallgwing arrival
at Noumes, and after it became posaible to billet and éubsist many of the pere
%@nnﬁicmareiéy‘less pormanently at the airfield, the Work on erocting the aipw
eraft was iﬁﬁtiﬁtaa» | . | |
Tﬁnﬁéuxg é% Ea&t*was ﬁu place to seb up alrerafli, sineecﬁainﬁaﬁaaca

faciliﬁie§ war$ non=existent, To further complicate matiers, upon disassembly

of the wing;érgtaé 1% was fcnné4that many»wing bolts gére missing. Fortunately,
for the sé@aﬁr@ﬁ some machine tools were available neé%ﬁy; and within a short
while new'ﬁing bolts had been turned to £§p&aee'thé mﬁéaing ones, As unorab-
ing of p&rt% aﬁé areetiaﬁ pr@aaédaﬁ, additional discré?anciaa wers noted =

8o many In ifact that they gave riée to g suspleion af?%ahstaga; A8 a conw

sequencs , J‘ie%ﬁar was written to the aémmanéing officer of the Alr Station

m




nerys

at North Island setting forth the facts, It was the Asembly and R@paiw'ﬁeaé

tion &t the Air Btation which had undertaken the disessenbly of the planes
snd crating of the parts prior to ehipment,
‘Aboub the middle of July while the squadron was sebting up alreraft,

the squadron commnder wes called aboard the CURTISE for a conference with

Admiral MeCain, then Commander Alrcraft, South Pacifie, Admirel MeCaln wanted

to know how fap %ﬁe’?szﬁ%*s~gquié Tiy« He was givéngwh&t.%aa considered the
gafa range for the averags of the squadron airoraft, based upon what few bests
had besn posaible with them prior to leaving Nerth Isianﬂg He then iﬁquirad
if be1Ly taﬁksvwera.availabla; ana‘waa informed %hgt;ihay were nots (Prior
to leaving Kdrth ;siaﬁd the squadron was informed that belly tanks for the

| F4FP=3P's were avallable in Hawall. The squadron had then sent n dlapateh to

Sawaii:in an effort ﬁﬁ'ébtain—them.' Nothing wae hear% from the éispateh and
the tanks did néﬁ~arrivs prior to sailing,) Admiral ébeain next ingquired as

to thgﬂsﬁat& of training ﬁf‘the pllots, including their qualifieatlons as com-
bat fighter éilatﬁ. He was given as'aaenrﬁéa an appraisal as possible, and was
told that Qﬂhéi&ﬁ—af their'%raining in schools, they hed received 1little more
than fgmili&riiatian in FAF=3Pig, '$6ﬁa'f§w,'he was informed, had had’ﬁnme obw
servabion training. He then—inqﬁir@daif:ﬁhg'gﬁnﬁ were still in the planes; |

and if sa, Wﬁ$ amnunition nﬁailﬁble. He wae answered [in the affirmative in

both caaaa. He then informea the sguadron camm&ndar lhat all sffort was to be

‘ma&a to gst the planas in the alr at the earliest posgible time and to Initiate

inteﬁﬁiva t?ainiug - no% in ahsarvation work, bub inlfigh%&r tactios and gane

‘ﬁharﬁiy after the ahove trip to the CURTISS, the squadvon commsnder
wé& ag&iﬂ @all@a ﬁh@&?ﬁf This time he wap informed %';ﬁ %h@-?irﬁ*~§i#i&§an
haﬁ f@quastaé that gaven affiears of V=251 be gent L it for purposes af
gunn@zy observations 3inaa the depletion of the squagreﬁ of seven ﬁffiaera -
and seven $f§iﬂ@?ﬁ who ﬁ@ﬂlﬁ in qny’way be expected tJ do gunnery Qh&@”?&@iﬁ%

work maantisgv%ﬁ pllote == would hava left the squadron with fawer pilots tﬁa&

}

i
1




/

-ﬁmaaiéagaévaaviaablﬁi caﬁﬁzasbpac scquiesced to the regueat ﬁhg% only fiva
s gent, Kaa@r&ing}g, Tive offlcers under C&pﬁaig %iﬁlﬁma RsAﬂﬁaﬁyyﬂ Campw
© bell were alerted ﬁnﬁ made ready. By nightfall ﬁheyIWﬁre-ab§ard Hn sutbsuné
&e@trayarig | " | |
‘The exact type of mission on which %hasa five affzearq had smbarked
}wag nat knawag and nothing further was h@ard of them until/gg?tzztmiédle of
August when thres of them, dressed in spilors éungara@sg were eﬂ@auntareé by
 squadron affiaera abonrd the CURTISS in the harbor of Eopiritu Santos, They
had anly raaanﬁ!y arrived in the hsrbar aboard an APL'and were in the process
of aﬂquiriag where the squadron wes, ﬁhaqa three offirars were Captalin Willian
Ry “ﬁaugy” Gampb&ll, Lisutensnt Robert T, ﬁhittan, ané niautananﬁ Roy T, Spur=
' 1@¢k. ?hsy had been abaard the U,8.8, ASTORIA serving in the resr seats of the
eruisav’s 800 girpianss as observers for the Gnaﬂalea:al laﬁa;ngs§~'rhey were
aboard this‘vasséi an the night of the 8th of August Qh@n the ship, along with
ﬁhra& athsr Tofe erulsers, had been 80 haﬁly manled hy the Japanese that she
finally sank§
| Following the mee%img aboard the GQRTISS these thres gffﬁeerx came
sshore and rajoined the squadron.
ﬁéﬁhing was ever ssen of the other two affiéérs, Ideutensnts Carl L,

| ] ‘ _
Sehuasslerianﬁ Hilliﬁ& P. Kirty, and very little was aver leoarned conosrning

their aatiana excopt that thay.had been serving 1n a aimilar eapaeﬁty aboard
the Usﬁaﬁ. Vlﬂﬂwﬁﬁﬂﬁg another vessel of that ﬂnfnrtungta quarteta_ The VTﬁGENNES

it will be ramembera&, sank almost immedistely. It is presumed %h@ﬁ*%haae

officers were either killed during the aetien or drewnja when the vewsel sank.,
110 e Ty sonts " SePAEIATS O e opors, £, of i, fpon Yo Celponta,
the ramaining personnel of the squadrov/ weve ase&mbl&ﬁ, pllots were sent inta
the alr to laa@ﬂ the tactics and gunnery of the fight&r pilot, Other persﬁnnai
when work permitted, wers given such training as practicable, During this him&
only = fow c% the photographers found aﬂgihing exci%ing; They were ordered to g?;,
fly with ﬁhe|£rmy B17s which, operatine from New Galedonia, were bhen eﬁgagsé;

in praliminaiy recommalésance and bombgrdnent missiona 1n the Solomons,
. l : .
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 Beventean photographers were avallable in the sgusdron, and these

initial jaunts with Army bombardment from New Caledonie wers only the beginne

ing of their move conaistent flights with the 11lth Bonbardment Group from

Esyiritu Bantoss Flights from th@ latter place included st times a VD251

photographer in every plane. The practice continued over several months, In

most cases photography appears to have been relegated

to second place, since

reports indlcated that the photographers spent most of their time manning guna

to ward off‘att&cka by Baross

Thﬁ abgtence of the photographers from the s&uaﬂron worked no partie

eular hardship initlally since, despite the ecareful pweparatiaﬁ made for the

amnﬁu@t af photographic work prior to leaving the Statew, the squaﬂran had

been able to obbaln only two aerial cameras.

later sent to Guadaleansl on orders of the Commanding

Even these two cameras werse

{Ganeral, lst HMAW, Howe

sver, when the sQuadron commander was subsequently ﬂréaraé te establish an alr

warning end flghter direstion eanter on Espiritu Saan
the enly persaun&l aVailabia %o man i%;. Their absenc

at this time did prove a source of conslderabls incony

a8 late 30 October, 1942, photographers of TMO-251 wer

amaunt of the asrial photographic work of @h@ 11th EamLaﬁ&mﬁnt Group,

Firﬁﬁ indlvation of the impending Guadaleans
July when fhﬁ ﬁp@?&%ﬁéﬁ order fmr*ihe landings was rec
VIO~251 was designated & task unit of COMAIRSOPAC and
sir defense of Bspiritu Santos, as well as a&si&ﬁ to &

of the armY'bmmbanment units which would be based the

8y the photographers were
on bombardusnt wmissions

enlence. Nevertheless,

e #till doing & i&ﬁ%ﬁ
USAF,
1 operation cams in late
sived. In this order
ordeved to buke over the
he_maximum-théjaﬁ@?é§i@né

o
1l 1

?ellawiag receipt of this grdar, further orders were recéived to ﬁm¥x

\

bark sl nan*flying personnel and equipment sboard COMAIRSOPAC flagahip, tha \1

8%&?1&5, for movement of the squadron to Bepiritu Sant

mde $o borrow transportation from the Army and to ags

equipnent (less the airplanss, the pilots who would £L

. : \
anica) the {hirﬁy*fiva miles from Tontoubs to Nouwes,

éah Plans were sgain
in move personnel and
y them, and nine meche

The CURTISS would ape

range the n$§sﬁsary tranﬁpéfﬁatien from the dock to th
- was still aﬁehoraa in the streanm, When the time came

! w?ﬂ

? ship, since the ahip
I
to initiate embarkation,




‘,
twa»enlarga&'dugﬁéutﬁ»andv@ baby lighéém wers availabﬁ@, Twu@km.ﬁﬁrﬁ arfivw
ing in good order, and on time, and nnicading inté the-lightar@, wag h@iﬁg
sxpeditiously aeaamnl*shaé¢ Even with the linited hanﬁliﬁg fﬁcillti@a aboard
the GU?TI%gf smhar? tion wae proceeding &afiafﬁwtarily'anﬁ wfthim the %ima
limits specified, until the tide hegan ﬁa-racaﬁa& It wgs then found that the

_ 1igh%ers could not approach that portion of the dock asgipned ?%ﬁéaﬁlg The
othey portianfaf'tﬁé dook, belng fully utilized, was net available, Trmckﬁ
plled up anékﬁéﬁid not bs unloaded« In the end, the CURTISS ovderad persomel
aboard and selled, leaving fully a thiré of the sqnaaran equipment and sapplie&

} ~ on the docks or In the trucks. .

l . " The siﬁu&ti&n appeared semewhat haneleasﬂﬁﬁM1 anly fifteen pilots and

_nine mec“aniaa (all of the squadron personnel rmmaining) on hand %o handle the

gear@' Fértunataiyy howaver, Colonsl Edson's Ralder ﬁgttalion had left behind

i : in Nounea 8 rear schelon of sbout eighty Narines. Thése were called upon to

asaia%; and this they did in a very fins mammer, F@l@@wing a night in which

the equipment was left on the dock under an Army MP, the whole of 1t was moved
the ﬁaxt day and placed in a éump nesy the ﬁaiﬁers’ camp,
SInea.tha flight %ﬁh@lﬁﬂ-éf the squadron could not move north un%il

|

|

|

l /\the pround achelon arrived at Fspiritu Santos ané ontablish itself at the fi@lﬁg

ir several days wore available befors it was necessary er the flight amh&l&n te |
| depsrt New Galaécmias On next to the last duy befors the sahedmia& departure,

& vesnel strangaiy familiar by reason of seriain airplanes and trucks it earria&

a8 &éﬁk load arrived at the dook at Nowmes. It was the long we aaaph@*ﬁer*&nﬁ

mnshwcableéﬁahan% shin b warina the ramaindsr of the Juadr@n, whiah ha& g@nﬁ

éiract %@ %aw Zealand from the United $tgtsaq Eouipment aboard was gnarally i\i

- i_"'.“

intact, a3thaugh the numerous %ransmshinm@ﬁ%s which had followed ite depayw 7? \

‘ture from San Dlego had at times placed gsvara straing on the security gerscnﬁgl
: i\

'whiah accompanied 1t, Aside from the g&éaﬁure‘af seelng old friends ngaina, aﬁi

even ?rﬁatﬁf Joy vervaded ?MO*?QI pilots wh@n it was ﬂgc@rtained that the vssas&
wes under eréara to Fﬁpﬁri%u %aﬂ%aﬁ and could take on Esard the geny which the %a
CURTISS had left bebtnd. . ) | A
. TLH&, with further aaaiatance from aeraonn$1 of the rear schelon of
the RaiéaraL the g@ar vas loaded aboard and the ship sailed, to onge more bring the

=g Ow




fwo component parts of the squadron together, Next d

abcompanied by an Army Be26 carrying the nine mechani

sy, the flight echelon,

e8, then flew by way of

_ﬁfmta to Esplritu avriving there sbout the 10th of Auguet,

When the flight echelon arrived at Espiritu ﬁant@é the pround schelon

had established itself in camp and had b into operabion certain Improvised

Tisld facilitles, Some of 1ts porsonnel were still engaged in moving the rew

mainder of the supplies and equipment brought up on t

he CURTISH, while others

had alraadj-unﬁerﬁakan assistance to the 1lth Eémbar&%emt Groups This latter

conaisted of refusling the B=171g which had arrived sometims the first weelk

in August éndAW9re then engaged in operations to supphrt the landings to the

north, Refueling was being done from drums by means of hand pumps, and men

engaged on this tesk were working frem 16 to 20 hourg a daye

v o | :
© The pervicing of the B=17's was the first of the numerous service

Jobs VI0=251 would be ealled upon to perfovm while iﬁiwaﬂ based gt Bomber #1,

This wae the name by which the field at the immediats south end of Paliukouls

Bay on Espirituyﬁantss wmuid’iat@r be eslleds At the
VHO-251., hswevaf, it had ﬁé names It had only shertl
the coralwbased cocoanut groves, and was the only fly
By reason of itg position, 1t was to hecome one of th
South ?aéifiﬁq Not only was 1t to form the base of o

o .
and a mgjor part of the 1lth Bombardment Group for th

time it was ocoupled by
y'b@fb?@ been dug frgm
ing strigxoﬁitﬁe"islanéa
+ buglest flelde in the
berations for VHO=24)

5 next two monthey bub

it was also to become during this period the only fbr&grd'staging point for

fighper and dive~bomber aireraft to and from Guadeles

hel, It was to this

f161d that most of the carrier aireraft were to come Qh@n their parent earriers

were sunk ér'éﬁmage&; By reason of the fine harbor £
nel, it w&é“&ﬁ this field, tae,Aihat much of the air
business was to be handled, And VMO=251, which was s
the Tesponsibility for this field and had the only as

and equipméﬁt to perform the many tasks raquiréd, WA

oy ships in éégund@ chane
freight and passenger
hortly to be nosigned
sortment of mén, material

‘tc take almost the ens

tire load éf the housekeeping, service, and maintenante details fov the next

\

!

W9 aritical manﬁhs.

Cwlle

-




p e T T

work and the provision of spare parts to planes whicl

only their flight crews. Army end Navy

The enginearihg records of VHO~251 are replete with malntenance

» eame bo Eesplritu with

pilots will remember well standing

- around waiting for the mess goar to be washed a thiré_tims befors they could

get dinner (or any other nmesl) et the VMO~251 mess bent,

Wany 0§'th$ aick

and wounded returning from fuadaleanal or pilots of crashed airveraft on

.

Barye

and vevetments, installing pormanent fuel faclilitles
?aliukaula Bayy and the likes
It ds éstimated that as high aa 144 alrera

dispensary csroed for almost 1000 gaﬁiantay

While the above services were baing render

other thingg to day too. It was charged with the al

Sanbos and, 1&@?«5.115; suLtahié early warning ov fighter-

for two ﬁaﬂth%ge hours at dawn, at noon, and before ¢

following the establishment of a radar site on Caps {
miles from the airfield, it hed to takeoff and fly ii

-sams time, pilots needed training badly, and this hat

available
With the limited numba* of pilotsy made consistently

ocaused by ferrying flignts snd other tomporary detac
as well as by reason of casualties, flying time was ¢
number of souadron man~hours, Even the photegrapherJ

bered, were doing their share with the B-17's,

IThe setbing up of the rader on Caps Cumber)

UbseaaamL overatlion, was also a awusdrsn function.

twanty»t%iﬁe enlisted, with canaiﬂﬁrabﬁa squipmenb,

@ﬁrpcsa, aﬁﬁ remained absent uatil October. (For th

e} Do

bion detachment which was later pubt to work on the Ti

squadron's own, maeive& servides and work from Vﬁ%ﬂ-fﬁ

it wag called upon to run three combat alr patrols of

Bomber #1 will rem@mbar recelving medical attention at the Vﬁﬁ* 51 dispen=
Ths field itseif will unﬁaubtadly show todsy %b& earmarks of the

dlrection and sssistance glven by VHO251 personnel ta the Naval construc=

ald making hidesways
s bullding docks to

i%, other than the
51, while the madical

sdy the sguadron had

¢ defense of Uspiritu
diraction facilities,
four planes each éaily'%"
lark, At obher times,
iumh@rland, pixty airline
it@rceptiana;. At the
1 to be accomplished,
worse by deplations
iments to Gu;ﬁaleanai
onsuming a very large

és 1% should be remems=

snd, as well as its

'Laptair Haleh and

were detached for this

|
%
2

story of this expedi«




or Tighter &iraatien system Bepiritu had until Outober when, as the Army |

'tién, with the dlfficulties and hardships that had to be overcoms, see

Captain Weloh's statemont on the subject) o

Gan@urrantly ﬁith the setting up of the ra&ars V=251 was slso
charged with the establishment of sn intercepbor cosnand, With the aquip=
ment aVailable at that time, some of whieh was lent by & Gub unjﬁ; the best .
tbat could ba dﬁﬁ@ toward this end was to providé an installation wherein
commmnications could be established with the radar, with the CURTISS in
Segundo Channel, with.gﬁrﬁaia nearby ?reuné ﬁetachmeﬁts, and with the aire
flald, whara iﬁfermaiion eould be plotted; and from ﬁh@nﬁa 1t could be dis=
sdminateds Communication with the radar could be by radlo only, and, over
éﬂ‘miies of mountalinous jungle, this wes most difficult, The few wire gipe
cuits ﬁé &ﬁjaﬁéut units were not always relisble; and good imfbrmaiiﬁn on
the movements of Iriendly units was not resdily aVaiiabia‘ To weékaﬁ the
systen at111 further, there was the laock of trained %@faannel fgf plotting,
wsvefthélass; with all ite 1mgerfé&tiana,‘the iﬂﬁ@ﬁ@£pﬁ@r command. functioned
and Pairly effectively on many occasions = glthough a test with real Yhoglea®

LOne “
never came. At any ratey this system with ite(radar|was the only warning

relleved the Marines, personnel were available to sel up another rader =
this time at-furﬁla Bays On the firet of October, the Army also yelieved
ViMO«251 of all interceptor command functions excopt f ;1ghter direction. VM0»251
ttself waa moving from Ponbey #1 to take over the fiéhtar gtrip just completed ; %
at ?urﬁle Bay.
At Turtle Bay the housekeeping, service, and maiﬂtenané%&éuﬁias
of VHO=25). continued much the same as they had been at Bomber #1, excepb
on 8 soasiﬁaréﬁ&y reduced scale, Pewsr transient aix%raf% came into the
£ield at Turtle Bay and these were mostly fighters, ‘éhﬁ aquadron waly

therefore, beyter able to establish itself and to opgkat@ towards its own

ands then 1t had been at Bomber #l., 4 nice camp was ‘set’ upy fleld éPerating

facilitiaé‘warﬁ installed and eontinuéﬁszy imprQVBdgtﬁné the squadron sgsumed

the appearance of an integrated unbis Exeept for thd continuous demsnds on

: ] Fum:




'othar dutisg did not suffer too greatly by these losdes.

- belows

pe&sﬁnnel for dutles away from Espiritu Santos the squadron prusgacﬁg for
training looked bright, There were alsc added indicatlons that at a later
éatévﬁha squadron ﬁigh% be committed Yo action in the north as o unibe

V“ﬁ*ﬁ;l contlnu@d W oceupy the *mghtev ﬂtriﬁ at ;aﬂtlu Pay as
long as if wag on ﬁ%siri%u Santos, During the litt&r part of November,
however, it was absorbed into MAG 11 when that unit moved into Twrtle Pay
and gssumeé command of the field and the units hasadythe?aﬁ

Throughout the period of VHO=251's stey én Bapiritu Santos, the

offils mode| upon its perdonnel for temporary dutiss a%s&whe“e proved a conw

stant drain on the gquadronts capsacity to nerform iﬁ own duties, Added

to these ﬁepletians were also the casuslties that occurred, whichy, with

no replacements being recelived, still further weakened the squadron’s

- effectiveness, On several oscasions, for exasmple, pllots strenpth was so

reduced as to meke an effective alr defense well niggwpossiblag Due to

i LN

the very fine group of enlisted men with the squadron and the fact that

there never were sufficient officers for the many jcéa undertaken; the
 Somé of the movements and other happenings ﬁa personnel are glven

In %a?ly Auguety Major C. H. Hayes, the squpdron execubive officery

and Liautamang Rutledge, the squadron construction officer,were ordered to

Guadalcaﬁai in ﬁharﬁe of one hundvred and forty CUB pergonnel to talke over
th& au%iea of preparing the field for the receipt and!aperation af the aipe
eraft af MAG~23, which were due to arrive shortly. Q&joﬁ Hayes aﬂ@ I#s Rute
ledge remained on for some time after the first two shusdrons arrdved to asalst
in their operati@n.
| Xn early September, six pllote of VH0=25] were called upon o

fa?ry'fighﬁsrrglaﬁas from a earrier to Guadalcansl, ﬁhﬁt of the pilots had

never been aboard a carrier hefore, yet the takeoffs and subsequent aevéfal

hundred mii@ flight to Guadaleanal were bcth executed success fully, L&@uw

tnenat Rgi&sbaok, however, suffered g | ekan arm wheu the Navy 35&@% homkar

in whiah hL wap belng ferried te the corrier crashed an takeoff atxﬁspiriﬁﬁ.




Anather fm@ flight of fighters to CGuadaloanal followed shortly
on the heels of the first, and involved nearly all of the piloty of the

syuadrons During an a};@rﬁ takeoff shortly after the arrival of this unlb,
;&i&ﬁ‘ﬁ%ﬁ&!ﬁi KRubledge _(v@hgs had baen in Guadaleanal with Major Mayes and had i
aince returned) orashed and was seriously injured. Ho was evacusted to a
resr ares hospital, and thenes to the States,
| On 20 Baptember, Mgt Wendell P, Garton was sent to the Fijls
boy forry ar: PiEa7 (photographic plane) back to Faniri‘mg He was absent from the
sausdron until about the lith of i}gtabm-, Shortly thereafter, in attemphing
to ferey ﬁm #ame plam to tGuadalonnal Mopt (’iarton walﬁs forced o land ab
sos aboub fifteen miles 0ff the northesst coast of Bspirity, and only by the
outstanding work of Mafor William R4 Ganphell in s J2el, was ho voscusd. talor
ﬁm}abeu with Lt, Kenneth J, Kirk in th@ roar seal efmate& s landing with the
JF in waber so rough thet even s PBY flying overhsad would not abbampt Yo
Jand, .&fisﬁar taxding to the erash, L&, Xivk wenbt out Lm one wing sand attempbed -
Bo pull St Gurbton from the water, fn ao doing ﬁa Inat his footlng and hime
goll went e*wrhimz’é. Hajor Campbell, ﬂrz:m in the ;ij', then had the ﬁa;%%c of
g;%'bing batiz f&éﬁ outs This he did by texking the plahe up to the &fiaini’ﬁy
of where the men olung to the stlll floating wreokaps| ﬂf the plane which had
erashed, 16’%%3;’!}# zo the controls and rtmaim: out on %'ws wing t1p hinself,
After gotting ’b@%&t men abnard Halor Cmpball had to ha:}ai his ;33.&%1@ ahout ten.
miles ﬁﬁmugh very rough water before he vould find rmi‘z“i.emn 1y ﬁm@*&h watew ‘
1n whioh to take off, | - A
| Shortly 'gfﬁex; Garton's reseue, he was glven faﬁé‘hﬁ@r PAF b Lovey \\ \
to Qaaéamis This time he was more puseessful, and returned to the squadvon \“_‘
8 fow ﬁazz;ai after ma,king delivery of the plane, In ‘ﬁhﬁlﬂ; meanwhile, It, Kirk and ‘
Tach, Sgt, Ea“mtﬁ Ly Anderson had collided in the air :ﬁzwiza@ tacticnl tralning, .\.

\

Both had been forced to quit thelr planes, Lt. Kirk 69 suddenly that he was

never sesn by ground or alv observers who witnessed the accident. to leave
the plane a‘t 8lle Fortunately, with g@?m& mouthy tm!ﬁwn toothy and a broken
:issgf ty he paﬁashuﬁesé to the water nesr s destroyer and v ﬁﬁ pioked up, Li. ik
vemained 914 the sick list until 7 Hovember, 1 |
- o w5 | !

|



Gn 20 September, Captain James P, &dams and Marine Cunner Richavrd

E¢v&i&m¢r@, %hs ssalstant englueering officer, were mrﬂﬁrad to Gﬁa&aiﬁ;;gi

Y0 take over duties there with MAG 23, They were last 1o the squadron unbil

gometime in November, Still obhers were being taken

away for such needed
|

”aaaiaﬁaneéfin Gusdaloanals Tech, 8gts Pesk went up fér‘pko%aﬁrapﬁiﬁ works

Later Ga})‘taix’a Carl Longloy was sent up to fly ﬁhe PAF7 {a flying ges tank

with no armament) in a sky sbill fillaé with Jap 2@?@&; He also remained

until-sametime in Fovember, TFollowing him fifteen enlisted men wore taken

feom the aquadr@n for duty in @uaéalcanalﬁ Anothey ﬁ%ﬁ ordersd to duty as

ﬂradiem&ﬁ on General Gelger's comwand plane, Teche Sg

sent to the ¥ijis for ane?h@r PLiF=T, At aboub this t

(an@ cf the afficers who was mnrﬁha ﬁg .w BSTORIA wh

ta fiarton wai again
ime almo, Lt. Whittenm,

en that ship was saﬁkl

1ikewisa being on temparary duty in Quaﬁaleanal, suffered an attack of

Thandat while aﬁgageé in s combat mission at that ﬁlac&g He wag also evacuge

i

ted to & naval hospitel and thencs to the States. |

Tawérds the latter part of ﬁctﬁéﬁr, Tech, %&tﬁ Anderson was ordered

to take one of the planes éf‘a,degléﬁaﬁ Navy unit to
after arrivégzig; did not reburn fyom a combat flight
}xaééivea ne information gf”&is ﬁwsséﬁna'an Guadaleans
aftor soversl @@&éﬁ were the facts ascertained, Noth
heard of nggvéﬂ§6?$ﬂﬁ.aﬂé(i§ 18 believed) he is cerr
Other pilots who ferried planes to Guadaleansl in Out
%ha a%ay@é %a fﬁghﬁ Inelunded M&jbr Willism R, Campbel

Wolland, Iieutenant Kenneth J. Kirk, Lts, Robert M, L

(uadaloanal. Shortly

. His sqﬁa&?ﬂng'ﬁﬁving
Ly made inquiriss. Only
Log further has been

ted as mlssioy in aﬁﬁiena
bbetr andvﬂavémhe? und

Ly Captain Charles P,

ivingsten, Joe He
/\

Meltlothing Jr,, Herbert A. Peﬁers, Roy Te Spurlock, ﬁhchael,gg Yunchk, and

Thaddeus P, Woldk, Major Campbell, who left in Octo
tour on &uaﬁal&&nal, also saw later service with the

Devembery
Tha squadron commsnder from 12 December l?@

1942, was fﬁ&uﬁ@nanﬁ Qelmnel $ahn e HJ?% On the la

e

b@? for an ettonded

3§maéfag following

& ﬁa&rgaﬁigatiﬁn as stricbly a fighter squadyon an&%ﬁ Hajor Remier in

i until 30 Oubobey

tﬁ&ﬁ‘éaﬁa he was




detached and ordered to duty as First Marine Alr Wing llsison offlcer on _
the staff of Commander jdreraft South Pacific, | _
Despite the fact that during the period July bthrough Novembewr,

- 1942, the scuadron was sebually employed on almost every ofher mission exceph

ébservatimﬁ aven as late ge Beptember the 29th information was received from
higher guthority that the squadron was etill ?rimariﬁ-,y an observetion squadron
and 3h§u1<3 glve priority of tralning to this work sewwwswes |

But how?

1

|

e




