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Diary

for

The following acocouat of this squadron's move from BOUGAIN-
VILIE to SAMAR was kept en route by Major William C, HUMBRERD,
Squadron Conmanding Offioer:

Going back to 30 December, in order to give 2 more detailed
account of this squodron's ferrying its planes from BOUGAINVILLE
L0 SAMAR, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, the twenty-five Corsairs we then had
in the squadron took off from PIVA NORTH Alrfield, BOUGAINVILLE
at 0825 (L), erriving st EMIRAU at 1100 L, The fiight, less
two planes whieh were left there according teo plan for some other
squadron, and one other whioch was grounded because of starter and
other engine trouble, departed BMIRAU at 0730 L on 31 December

but returned to that base at 0915 because of having encountered a
front seventy miles out, The flight took off again from EMIRAU

at 1400 L, eand in spite of bad weather, reached HOLLANDIA at 1830 L,
on New Year's kLve,

Departed HOLL NDIA and arrived at OWI ISLAND, where our
twenty-two pianes, with their FBJ escorts, remained overanight.

2 January, 1945,

Flight departed OWI at 0715 L, reaching PELILIU at 1030 L.
Took off from PELILIU at 1400 and landed at our destination,
SAMAR ISLAND, at 1745 L, with all twantye-two aircraft, The ferry-
ing mission was ocompleted without the loss of & plane, and would

Lave been without damage to any except ior one aocideant whioh
oocurred as our planes were landing at SAMAR, Be€ause of the orowded
condition of the runway (the field was still under construction)
on® plane, plloted by LINDSEY, struck another, causing slight
damage to the plane hit, and putting LINDSEY's plane out of come
mission for severul deys, until another wing could be obtained

ifor 1t.

Y i w J., 1“ # 1 , e 1‘. [
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J January, i1945.

Today we began operations, with twenty out of twenty-twe
alroraft in o ssion, By noon the ground orew had repaired

one of the two planes damaged yesterday in landing, givi

u® twenty-one out of twenty-two planes in operation, Dur

the remainder of this month the greound orew of this squadron

was to make, and did make a name for 1tself in these parts, -
4

In spite of rain and mud and a hastily construoted "line",
the usual hendiocaps of operating on fleld still under construction,

(Page 3)




a,‘ | 2

Lo B B R U U U TR T I T A T T T T R TR e

war Diury for VMO-251.

3 danuary, 1945 (Cont‘'d)

when the nightly avallliblliity report of ViO-251 went in, it was
a nonotonous "iwenty-one out of twenty-twe in comnission”., Only
three days out of this month has this squadron had mory than one
ne out of comuission when the tlme came to fly. ot once
wring the wonth has the squadron falled to fulfill its scheduled
nuaber of fliigihts, ond then some, thanks to a hard working and

efflcient atalf of technical men on the ground,

8 ITH's, WALLACK's, HENLEY's, SCHROEDER's, JENNINGS', and
BACHELER'S divilionl flew combat alr patrols over SAMAR ISLAND
and LEYTE GULF, but no enemy was sighted,

‘ :ﬂnuﬂry. 19‘0’0

Combat alr patrols again flown today, by BACHELER's
SCHROEDER's, SMITH's, JONES', and twice by GUNNINGHAM's hviuom,
with negative sightings,

b dJanuary, 1945.

< GRAY'S, HENLEY's, WALLACE's, and HUMBERD's (less HUIMBERD)

| divisions flew a counstant combat alr patrol over this island
and LEYTE GULY., JONES' dlvision escorted .rmy C-47's to PANAY.
o eneny contaet made on either mission,

Jolned thot following Officers: Second Lieutenants Frank
Jo REODLS, James W, ROBINSON, Harold G. SANDBACH, wnd Charles

8GOTT,

6 January, 1945.

JENNING's (plus SMITH end NEILSON); BACHELER's (plus GARIEBTT
and POOR); and SCHROLDEK's (plus ROSELLEN end MAC LACHLAN) divisions
furnished the air protection for many Army C-47's flying from
TACLOBAN AIRFISLD, LEYTE, to MINDORO ISLAND, and return,
DAIGLE Tlew & test hop. |

('} Jaf'nuary, 1945.

WALLACK's division flew cover on an invasion-bound convoey,

No attack was attempted by Lhe enemy. INGLEH \RT's, JONES', GRAY's
(plus SCOVILLE and JERNIGAN), and HENLEY's (plus CUNNINGHAM and
BEATTIE), gave protection to large flights of irmy C-47's flying
from LEYTS to MINDORO ISLAND and return., On one of these hops

i GRAY's division, sugmented by SCOVILLE and JERNIGAN, were alrborne
i for six and one half hours.

(Page 4 ) .
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g January ’ 1945,

HUMBERD's division, with JENNINGS and ERDUANN, flew ocombat
alr patrol over one of several LINGAYEN-bound convoys. They
were relieved by WALLACE's division (less WALLACK, woo was forced
to return to base thirty winutes alfter takeoff) and MOYNIHAN and

WOLF, Pllots were agaln disappointed that no enewy siroraft
CLUe Lnealrx.

HENLEY's, GRAY's and SCHROEDER's divisions patrolled LEYTE
GULF from dawn to dusk.

9 January, 1945.

CUNNINGHAM, FRANK, SCOVILIE snd JERNIGAN took off to
At SAN JOSE AIRFIELD, on

0844,
sweep PANAY, NEGROS, and CEBU ISLANDS,
PANAY, while all four planes were strafing the field, JERNIGAN's
plane began to smoke from the eugine., He wmade it wio.ly back to
base, accompanied by the remsinder of the flight, Inspection of
thie plane revealed several 7.7 MM bullet holes in the fuselage,

fore amd aft, landed: 1140,

1105, GRAY, WARREN, MUSSMAM and DAIGLE departed on the saume
sweep. No serviceable A/C observed on or near CEBU AIRFIELD, CEBU,

AV SAN ERIQUE, NEGROS, on a paved road near the fleld, the flight
strafed, fired, and exploded four trucks and an arnore& vehicle.
otrafed a road grader at BACOLOD AIRFIELD, whieh would not burn
and fired a truck there, On @ road SE of BAGO, NEGROS, GRAY and
WARREN strafed and fired two truoks, The flighnt strafed a large
supply of 50-2811011 druss, which refused to burn, They strafed
and sank two 00-foot motor launches near the pler at 3AN JOSE,
AU SAN ERIQUE AIRFIELD they strafed several A/C at the south end
of runway, whioch were ocovercd with hay. Most of the A/C appeared
unserviceable, Here GRAY was hit, while at 200 feet, by 20 M,
whieh blew off his serial and the top of his oook-pg ganopy, and
lnflioted various cuts on his face, Near BAGO, WEGROS, WARREN
strafed and fired a 1940 ludson or Oldsuoblle sedan, Many bargee
were seen in the harber at CEBU, This flight drew 4AA Tire from

every enewy fleldd on NEGROS,

lhl5, HUMBERD, INGLERHART, and STURGIS (SIGAN did nct get
of1) departed for the PANAY, , NEGROS sweep, found the
weather over the target area to huve deteriorated to 8/10

cunulus, from 1500 to 10,000 feet. Flight wade one strafing

ud on south end of SAN JOSE AIRFIELD
wud reported ou return to base that ah aireraft they saw there

al'e wrecks. STURGIS observed two possibly serviceable twine
eugined bombers on NW side of SAN ENRIQUE AIRFIZLD, This flight

drevw no Aa fire. landed: 1730,
(Page 5)
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9 January, 1945(Cont'd)
\

SMITH's division, plus CRUTCHER and IRWIN; and another flight
couposed of JONLS, HARRIS, POEHLMAN, WYATT, KAMMBEYER and BEATTIE .
each flew escort for a flight of irmy C«47's to MINDORO ISLAND,

and return to LEYTE,

MOYNIILAN and WOLF flew LEYTE GULF patrol, but were redalled
t0 base alter one hour, bescause of bad weather.

'

10 d anuary » 191‘»5 .

GRAY's, and SCHROEDER's divisions flew LEYTE GULF psatrol
today, with negutive sightings by eaeh flight, HUMBERD's division
took off at 0915 to esoort a flight of C-47's to MONDORO. Our
planes spent twe hours at the rendezvous, but the C-47's never
took off, ‘Ihe flight eventually was called back because of bad
weather to the west, and HUMBERD's four planes returned to base,
danding at 1215,

0725, JEINING's, ERDMANN, MOYNIHAN, and WOLF left for the
VISAYAN ISLONDS sweep, obuwoi 8@ oargo vessel at LILOAN POINT,
noreh of CEBU CLIY, of doubtful serviceability, It was dead in
the water, forty feet offshore, This flight made two strafing ruans
iroam BINALBAGAN to BACOLOD, eucountering no AA, JENNINGS fired
& truck at SiN ERIQUE, Flfght was weathered out of northern NEGCROS,
weather generally bad, Landed: 1430,

The remaining scheduled flights for today were cancelled
because of weather, *

1l January, 1945.

0720, Two flights of four planes each, made up of SMITH, SIGAN,
ROSELLEN, and MiQ LACHLAN; und SCHROEDER, CRUTCHER, PIRAGES, and
KAMMEYER took off to strafe DEL HONTE and BUTUAN AIRFIELDS, on
northwest MINDANAO. SIGAN strafed and fired four trucks Jjust west
of DEL MONTE /1, but no servioceable alroraft were found on or near
any of the seveu DEL MONIE flelds., All the runways looked in
good repair. The flight observed a crushed Corscir on its belly

at a point eppreoximately ten miles west of DEL MONIE #3. Apparently
the Army Fifth Filghter Comunand already knew of this oerash, as i
e further word was recelved by this squadron after the matter was
roported, Wil LaCHLAN, whiie al Tilfty feel altitude over DIL MONIT
sMrfield #1, was Lit by 20 MU in the vottomside of his port wing;
the projectile took out 10x30 ineh section of the topside of the
wing, but the plaue, accoupanied by 3IGAN, returned safely to base,
4 thrity minutes before the remainder of the division, whioch
pancaked at 1100 '

(Page 6)
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1l January, 1945(Cont'd)

SCHROEDER's division attacked houses and gun revetments beside
the pllots saw

DEL MONTE and BUTUAN flelds, with unobserved results,
many gun flashes on the ground at DEL MONTE, and also along the

eastern side of the BUTUAN strip. lowever, 'none of our alroraft
was hit, landed: 1135.

12 January, 1945.

0730, WALLACE's division took off with directions from base

instruetions, The flight hit bad weather before reaching the

rendezvous, and when the flight leader could not raise base on
his redio, ror further instructions, he returned to base, landing
at 0945, Thil division took off on two other missions auring the
day, but was compelled by weqther to return from cach,

JENNINGS®' and GRAY's divisions, plus INGLEHART
and SCOTT, flew the combat air patrol over LEYTE GU ihe first
two divis{ons searched the eres near J UGBAN, northwest MINDANAOQ,
for a reported radar station, und reconnoitered SURAGAIO , but
saw nothing of any importance.

13 Jﬂnu&iry' L1945,

BACHELER, ROBINSON, PIRAGES and SANDBAC L_and CUNNINGHAM ,
BEATTIE, SCOVILLE, snd JERNIGAN flew combat «ir patrol over the
island ot MINDORO. JON:S' division escorted Dumbo teo LUZON,
JENNINGS' division flew the LEYTE GULF patrol., GRAY's division,
pius INGLEHART and SCOTT were ordered to cover a convoy whioh

oould not be loocuted because of foul weather. This flight was
alrborne from 1340 to 1650, BSCHOETZ flew a test hop to TANAWAN,

LEYTE.,

44 :Cn“ry. 1945.

Sixteen planes were put in the alr today by this squadron
to provide ocoutinuous cover, in flights of four planes each, for
@ LUZON-bound convoy. 7The divuionn handling this job were
WALLACE'Ss, HENLEY's, HUMBERD's, and GRAY's. The enemy made no
attempt to attack, while our planes were on station,

15 January, 1945.

wenty-four planes today aoted as fighter ocover for another
of our convoys, from dawn to dusk; divisions employed, in order
of takeoff, were BACHELER'S, SCHROEDER's, SMITH's, OUNNINGHAM's,
JONES', and then BACHELER'S egain., Flying position four in the
first of BACHELER's division's hops was IRWIN; in the second hop,
SANDBACH, who recently Joined the uqundru. flew the position.

(Page 7)

%0 proceed to a point west of the CALAMIAN GROUP Islands for further

I,Jnuomss STURGIS,

]
CONFIDENTIAL




war

15 Januery, 1945(Cont‘'d)
While SMITH's division was covering the convoy

the soreening
destroyers in en atteck on a possible submarine, with unobserved

results, Otherwise, today's cover was witheut incident,
hhi:: BACHELER's hy&ruu.liwlyltu went out, causing him to land
without fleps, whieh he did successfully.

16 J aruary, 1945,

HUMBERD'S, HENLEY's, WALLAGE's (with KAMMEYER ae seoond
section lulu-’, and JENNINGS' divisions flew cover for one of
our several convoys plying between LEYTE GULF and LINGAYEN GULF.

1015, GRAY, WARREN, MUSSMAN-and DAIGLE took off for
Southern LUZON to hit Jap rolling stock or other enemy targets.
The flight found three truoks near NAGA camouflaged with grass and
leaves spread over the tops of them, Our fifty calibers left ‘two
of these trucks burning, and the other full of holes, Smoked
another truck, at IRIGA, Also at NAGA, the flight strafed a traln
standing on a siding, consisting of one loocomotive and five oars,
‘he train did not lpgoar to be in good condition however, and no
results of the strafing were visible, OSmoked two flat-bed trucks
under a shed north of NiGA, The flight got no farther than BASIAD
BAY because of weather., Reconnoitered LEGASPI AIRFIELD on the way
baock, but saw no eiroraft or enemy activity there, landed: 1420,

later, GRAY's division took off again, flew the LEYTE GULF patrol,

1200, HUMBERD's division went to Southern LUZON, made thres
strafing runs on a railroad roundhouse at PAMPLOPA; lantod a total
- of fifteen reilroad cars on various sidings, together with raeil-
road water towers at separate peints along the way., 7The reilroad
oars amoked from our inoendiaries and tracers, but the other targets
mentioned above would neither smoke nor burn, A heavy front lying
from LAMON BAY to the southeast stopped the mission at that point,
and a redonnaissance of the peninsular that wes proved negative.,

landed: 1“00

1240, [ENLEY's division departed to take up where Major
HUMBERD left off., They covered the target area (Southern LUZON
peninsular) from 1330 to 1630, but found little to shoot at,
ihey reported on landing at 1 that all the rallroad and high-
way bridges are bombed out and useless to the enemy, the rallroad
ralls twisted and rusted., They observed a total of six trains
each stopped at a station, but they were all already burned a
strufed so that the Japs would never use them again,

seotion (ROSELLEN and MAC LACHLAN) assisted one of

i
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16 January, 1945(Cont‘'d)

50, JENNINGS' and WALLACE's divisions took off

rendezvoused over LEYTE with four P~47's, and proondd I0ILO,
PANAY ISLAND, to make & strafing attack on some reported tuol tankn
o the weast mot of GUIMARAS ISLAND, The attack was delivered
u plenned, but the tanks were heavily revetted with econorete so
that they qppnrod to be pill boxes, and no results of %the ltrarins
could be seen. Barges seen in a nearbdy river mouth were all
dereliots, The flight did some bliand strafing along roads wp
the west coust of NEGROS Island sturting at BACOLOD.. landed: 1700,

17 January, 1945.

Today this squedron malntained a four-plane fighter sweep

over the Southern LUZON peaninsular from 080C to 1645, each division
being relieved on station by the next, BACHELER's four planes led
off, but saw little, excepting a locomotive burning near 0AS,
SCHROEDER , ROBINSON, EVANS, and LINDSEY were next, Over target
from 0915 u 1115, mﬁn fir)d one truck and one camouflaged
automobile northwest of NAGA.,. Somewhere in the vieinity of SAN
JOSE Airfield, SCHROEDER's plane acscumulated six 50~caliber bullet
holes in the aft section of fuselage. Only superficlel damage
resulted, LINDSEY exploded a truck about ten miles nertheast of
NAGA. This flight lended at 1215. In the landing, EVANS' plane
caught in the sllp strean, dragged the port wing «nd spun off
the runway ianto the ditch, The pilot suffered bruises and ocuts
about the head, and the plane was stricken from the Nawvy List.

JONES®' division, on thé target from 1045 to 1300, smoked
a sixty-foot bur i od up to wharf near SANIEPAN, x.&um and
surrounding territory was covered completely, up to 13,000 feet,
Reoonnaissance to the south was without results. m
four planes strafed and fired several box ocars at me lnl at
CATABANGAN, They smoked a sedan, At BINAHALAN they strafed & boat
and a good look at SAN JOSE Alrfleld revealed nothlng but a beaten-
up truok and a steam roller in doubtful condition, They covered the
area from 1215 to 1400 and were followed by BACHELER's division
on station from 1400 to 1500, This flight found 1t railning all
over Southern LUZON, They went around this, to the west, and
reconnoitered LUCENA, whieh appears to have a runway in seod
condition, Strafed a logomot ve, (dead in the water, so to speak,
with no steam up) at CASTILLO with unobserved results. No AA
encountered on this or other heps today. SCHROEDER's division
finished the day by strafing a radio station flylng a Jap flag,
at the eastera end of LEGASPI AIRFIELD, The redio towers were
gw visible, but the pilot could see no damage caused w his
88,

(Page 9)
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48 meeting with stif

atm trucks at LIPA.

truck and one sedan at SANTA ROSA, one truck at ALAM
truck at MUNTINGLUPA,
northwest of GUISAT,

War mn.r

18 January, 1945,

dhe hop which we had been waiting for wus assigned today.
It was a sixteen-plune strafing attack agaiunst Jap troops in the
LINGAYEN GULF sector; to be exaot, at ROSARIO, where the .xrmy

ground opposition from tno Jap., The flight
took off at 0635, but to the disappointument of all, hit a tremendous
front about one hundred miles this side of MANILA,. Major HUMBERD
took the flighut to 23,000 feet without getting over the clouds ¥
é

and at a point 50 wlles east of MANILA turned back for base,
plane in the Iiig t, plloted by WALLACE, had earlier returned teo base

because of hydr-uuo fallure ocausing tho landing gear to drop.
Flight landed at base at 1200,

19 Jﬂnmry. 19b5¢
Flying secured because of bad weather,
Joined Captain Joseph P, HART.,

20 January, 1945.

Today we racked the Jap's motor pool on LUZON to the extent of

twenty-one trucks snd three sedans, plus one 35-foot motor launeh,
as follows:

ARONE :mnm' division, whioh was over the a=rea from 0945
to 1215, JENNINGS explcded a udnn at LIPA, and at CARDONA he

strafed two loaded amununition truecks whieh \nro side by side in
the road. The resulting explosion put up dust and smoke to one
thonum feet, lifted the plane thru to four hundred feet in the
and the puot stated that a truck wheel and fender passed him
£ho way up. WOLF and MOYNIHAN fired two and riddled two
ERDIANN exploded a truck at BAGUMCAYAN, and
the “vilxon strafed, burned and sank a 35-1‘0“ motor leunch under

:

HENLEY's division, over target from 1220 t0 1445 Iflosu.:d one
, @and one

In addition, WARD fired two trucks

GRAY'S divtnfon was over turget from 1500 to 1700, In this

flight WARKEN end DAIGLE ru-oa four trucks, and GRAY and NUSSMAN
four trucks and one sedan

of SAN MATEO to MONTA.

all along the md and in the vicinity
. n of MANILA, The flight also riddled
two barges at LINGA, on western shore of LAGUNA DE BAY,

WALLACE's four planes topk off at 1000, but strueck bad

':othal near ANTIMONAN, where they turned back to base, landing
% 1400,

(Page 10)
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20 Jenuary, 1945 (0ount‘'d)

Taen oame the bad news, Major HUIBERD and his seotlon
leader, INOLEIART, landed and reported t.at at 1405 o'elook,
while strafiug a trusk just north of MUNTINGLUPA, on the western
ahore of LAGUNA DE BAY, SIGAN and STURGIS ocollided hesd-on, at
dess than one thoussnd feet altitude, and orashed in flames.
Both plenes appeared to explode when they hit the ground.
Nelther pilot was seen to leave his plane, nor was sny sigan of
life visible to the other pilots when they examined the scene.
AS & mattor of record, SIGAN, Nick A., istlt, (026767), USNCR,
was flying the plane bear usdron Number Iwo; Engine Number
Pel’ ’ and Bureau Number 571069. STURGIS, James B.,Jr. lstlt,
{ 1), USMCR, was flying plene Number Four; Engine Number
P-19061; and Bureau Nuuber 57531. Both pilote have been reported
"Killed in sotion™,

21 January, 1945.

0615, Pre-dawn takeoif by JONES, SANDBACH, POBHLMAN, and
WYATT, to patrol the west coust of LEYIE in the neighborhood
of PALOMPAN, The purpose of this hop was to intercept a Jap
plane whieh on previous occasions has slipped in on the water
and strafed the area, Patrol, however, waes negative, as the Jap
did not put in an appearance. landed: 0815,

SMITH, ROBINSON, ROSBLLEN, MAC LACHLAN, and Captain Joseph P,
H/RT, who has now n]ozmd this squadron after serv for
& short time as aun aszistant operations officer for the First

L5, esoorted a flight of C=47's
to MINDORO, oireled the isl:nd while the transport planes unloaded,
then escorted them back to LEYIE. Our planes landed &t 1515, after
beling alrborne for six and one half hours.

SCHROEDER, HARRIS, FRANK, LINDSEY, SCOVILLE, and JERNIGAN
took off at 1100 and escorted another group of Ce47's to MINDORO,
They returned to base at 1710, after six hours in the alr, On
landin;, LINDSEY bounced, nnhod, added throttle, and went over
on his baok, The plane crashed, shearing off the eugine und both
wings at the gull, and landed on its baok in the mud off the side
of the runway, ’tﬁo erash occurred approximately one hundred yerds
from where our planes are parked, The men of our ground orew
raced to the spot and extricated the pllot from the coeckpilt.

ihe plane was stricken from the Navy List and the pilot suffered
severe cuts and bruilses about the head. IHowever, LINDSEY was
released Irom the hospital eight days later, and will no doubt
recover completely from his injuries. '

Marine 4ir Wing; took off at 08
¢
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22 Jlnunry. 1945,

iwenty planes were flown by this squadron today, te provide
& continuous alyr patrol of LEYTE GULF; all patrols were negative,

0710, JENNINGS, ERDMANN, MOYNIHAN, and WOLF departed to
reconnoiter Southern LUZON, The flight made five strafing runs
on & radar station and power plant at CALUAUAG, with unobserved
results, They drew light A4 fire from o door whioh opened on the
8lde of a hill nearby. Observed a grass-covered ruaway, with a
wind sook in the wountains east of NEGRITOS CAMP, landed: 1145,

4400, HUMBERD, LINGENFELTER, INGLEHART, and SCOIT left the
deok to sweep Southern LUZON for hidden seapleanes. They strafed
and suoked three trucks eust of SORAGON BAY, Observations other-
wise negative, largc froat lying east to west over VISAYAN SEA,
landed: 1800 On this hop., LINGENFELTER returned early to base
with hydraulie trouble. |

1015, WALLACE's divislion took off on a speclial soranble mission
to escort a flight of C-47's to MINDORO., WALLACE and his wingman
lost sight of the flight in bad weather and returned to base,

4 the second section, GARRETT and POOR finished the escort, landing

at 15‘00

23 January, 1945.

Iwenty-eight sorties flown today, twenty-four of which were
combat air patrol of LEYTE GULF, to proteet the great vnount of
friendly shipping in these waters; four aireraft handled the
mission of an early dawn patrol of CAMOTES SEA and the western
slore of LEYTE ISLAND, All patrols were negative. The weather
becane 80 poor over the gulf that the last three flights were
directed by base to return early, which they did, the last flight
landing at 1500.

24 January, 1945,

WALLACE'Ss and HENLEY's division flew the dawn and dusk
CAMOTES 8BA Patrol, HUMDERD's and JENNINGS' divisiona were
fighter cover for a convoy southwest of NEGROS ISLAND, GRAY
and LINGENFELTER flew two LEYTE GULF patrols, and GARRETT and
POCR escorted the C-47's to BOHOL and return., WALLACE and RHODES
were sent on a special mission to hunt barges along CEBU ISLAND
in conjunotion with our PT boats, but oo not establish radioc
contact with the boats, and returned to base, landing at 1620,
Takeofl was at 1400,

(Page 12)




25 January, 1945.

0645« BACHELER's division went down the east coast of MIN-
DANAQ but were stopped by bad weather before reaching DAVAO, their
destination. They cuwe buck, out aoross the island, and reconnci-
tered DEL MONTE and BUTUAN Alrfields, plus SURAGAIO, all with negative
results, landed: 1045.

0645, SMITH, NEILSON, ROSELLEN, and CRUTCHMER flew the CEBU
PANAY, NSGROS Sweep. They strafed and burned one sedan at BACOLOD,
and two more on the east coust; plus two truocks along the west
coast, They observed au SBD "ith Anericen markings and of

doubtful serviceability at TANJAY Airfleld. Reconncitered all

Jap flelds on these three islends, with negutive observations,

brew AA fire from SERAVIA, SILAY, PILAR, and FABRICA, SuUITH's
plane was hit in the port aileron by 20 MM, surveying the aileren.
NEILSON's plane received a hole in the ocowl, caused by a rock blown
upward by an exploding automobile., landed: 1130,

0645, HART, WYATT, JONES, and FRANK strafed BUTUAN AIRfield,
NW MINDANAO, un«ntutfua on bulldings and 50-gallon drums along
the NW side of the runway., 7Two houses nearby were burned to the
ound., The Ilight strafed all flelds at DEL MONTE., JONES smoked
© trucks at SURAGAIO, HART strafed a radio station on the coast
due north of BUTUAN; two truoks off a road inland; and strafed and
suoked a 30 foot motor launoh near TAGOLOAN, landed: 1045.

4020, CUNNINGHAM's division saw no serviceable barges or
alreraft near CEBU City and LAHUG Alrfield Jjust outside the eoity,
on the east coast of CEBU ISLAND; but they strafed thoroughly
three truoks they found hidden under some trees. Dbrew 20 MM
from MACTAN ISLAND but no one was hit, Landed: 1550,

1345. EHART, WYATT, JONES, end FRANK strafed all Jap airfields
on the island of NBEGROS, except DUMAGETTE, whioh was olosed by
weather, The eastern ocoast CEBU was 1{kewise elouded over.
JONES exploded a truck near the Jap fleld at ALICANTE, HART and
WYATT riddled a trueck at LA CARLOTTA, and WYATT strafed another
at CAMANG CAMANG, with unobserved results. landed: 1700,

1400, SOUROEDER, HARRIS, EVANS, and ROBINSON strafed
BUTUAN Alrfield with no resulis seen. HARRIS and ROBINSON strafed
and thoro holed three trucks near DEL MONTE, ROBINSON spetted
and strafed two more trucks along MW ooast of MINDANAO, with

" unobserved results., The flight observed meny trucks around the
town of DAVAO, but could not go down after them because thelr 'gn
wae getting low and they were gousoto have t0 battle the weather
most of the way home, landed: 1800,
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25 Jenuary, 1945(Cont'd),

L4000, SMITH's division off the deck on their second flight
of the day., They found the weather extremely bad over MINDANAOQ,
could not get through to DAVAO, They backtracked, then out over
to DEL MONTE Alrfields, where at 8,000 feet, NEILSON's oil pressure
fell off to forty pounds. The flight immediately started back for
base, one hundred und fifty miles away. Tracked by two land-based
and one ship-borne radar station; with one fighter escort at ten
thousand feet in communication with base, and another down on the
water lnspeoting the waves in event the pilot decided to make a
water landing, this Corsalr refused to quit flying, and landed safely
about 1645 ﬂ‘h eight pounds of oll pressure..

20 'Jﬁnuﬂry. 1945 .

JENNINGS', WALLACE®*s, GRAY's, und HUMBERD's divisions flew the
LEYTE QGULF patrol teday, Turnishing continuous cover of the aree from
0620 to 1830. HENLEY and BARTON patrolled over oconvoy Mike Seven
from 1145 to 1450; they were relleved on station by SCHOETZ and
WARREN, who continued the patrel from 1450 to 1800, POOR teamed up
with another plane of ViMi-223 to make & barge hunt along the coasts
of CHEBU.
nothing to shoot at
firiong traoer from

£

They were over the target area from 1630 to 1730, saw

¢

but were themselves shot at by maohine gun
he dooks at CEBU Town, lLanded: 1800.

27 hnuu'y, 1945
WARHORSE BASE Couvoy : south of NEGROS ISLAND, and hesded thils
J

was protected today slxteen planes of this squadron
cover over it., Flights were made by BACHELIR's, SMITH's,

way
flyi

SCHHOEDER's, and CUNNINGHAM's divisions,
HART and WYATT were over CHEBU from 1500 to 1630 hunting

e

barges, They found twe hidden -mn:-u- & bridge aoross a small
inlet north of CEBU Town, and left them smoking furilously. At
CARMEN, HART spotted a metal barge about forty-five feet long,
whioh the Japs evidently had in "dry-dock". It was resting on
wooden horses, and was up from the besch underneath some trees,
Both planes poured plenty of lead into 1t, and though it would
not burn, the pilots reported it will no doudbt never float again,

£86 Junuary, 1945.

., KAMMEYER, WARREN, and SCOTT exeouted the dawn

of CAMOTES SEA und the west shore of LEYTE ISLAND.
reported the entire island of LEYTE ocovered
patrols negative. ;

INGLEHART
and dusk patro

They landed at 0840
by ralustorus, Bot

i
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28 Jenuary, 1945(Cont'd)

0730, WALLACE's division departed on the Southern LUZON
fighter sweep, which extends from the southern AA ring of MANILA
down the penlusular to LEGASPI Alrfield, They strafed a barge
neur MABIO POINT with unobserved results, and strafed a sedan
on & road along the MW shore of LAGUNA DE BAY, south of TAYTAY,
ifter one of these strafing runs, WALLACKE's pfuno disappeared from
sdght, south of TAYTAY., 'The other pilots saw no smoke or flame
from the ground or any other evidence of g orash, and they haed had
gntut radio oontact with WALLACE until a minute before his

isappearance, They never saw him sgain, and repeated eiforts
to ooutaot him by raedio were fruitless. 7This oocourred at
epproximately 1000 o'clock, and the flight lended at base at 1245.

JENNINGS, ERDMANN, MOYNIHAN, and WOLY departed at 0915 en
the same sweep mentioned above., Over target at 1030, they fired
a truck at ALITAGTAG. On LAGUNA DE BAY, north of the town of
GAMUTAN, they smoked two campuflaged barges tied together along
the shore, The leader spotted a single-engine biplane standing
on NIBLSON AUXILIARY Alrfield and started down to strafe it,
Jntense light ond medium AA fire opened up on JENNINGS from &
position w the south side of the runway. ERDMANN, JENNING's
wingman, lately turned into and strafed these positions,
silenc them, The second seotion, led by MOYNIHAN, then came aocross
the fleld, and passing it MOYNIHAN ocallgd on the radio to ask if
everyone was 0.K. Five seoonds later the others looked back and saw
an explosion close to or upon the ground, Ciroeling back they saw
MOYNIHAN'S plane sitting on its belly only one quarter mile from the
fleld. The engine was smoking, and the fabrio on the allerons and
tall surfaces was afire, but the plane appeared otherwise to be in
tact. Nothing oould be seen of the pilot, however, nor whether
the ocookpit canopy had been jettisoned, hxuo pllots have been
roported "Mission in Aotion", '

As a natter of record, the fellowing information is set forth
conoerning the two missing pilots: WALLACE, Harold C, Capt,,
(010221), USMCR, and MOYNIHAN, Miohael H., lstlt., (026751), USMCR.

GRAY's division, with DAIGLE fly second seotion leader,
departed oun the LUZON uooz. DAIGLE had hydrauliec trouble and
returned %o base early, with LINGENFELTER., The other twe planes cont-
inued the sweep, with negative results. landed: 1700,




o

Januery, 1945.

28 Junuary, 1945(Cont'd)

1340, HENLEY's division, as socn as news was learned of
Captain WiLLACE'S disappearance, took off to search for Lim,
liey combed the entire LAGUNA DE BAY erea without seeing & trecs
of pilot or plane, During this procedure, the rlight strufed
abd WARD exploded an smmunitioan truek on hm east oend of NICHULS
FIBLD, Drew no AA fire, landed: 1840,

FAY Jﬂmry, 2945

This squadron flew & total of one hundred thirteen hours this
date, in providing air protection for two couvoys, Those Ily
were BACHELER's, SCHROEDER's, JONES', CUNNINGHAM's, SMITH's, a
for a second hop, BACHSLER's divisions. CUNNINGHA!'s division
landed ayprozm‘ou two mibutes before the field becaus olosed in
by & violent reinstorm, and B.CHELER, who was still out, had to
HeOoliy at Ti"imai‘ir‘:. LEYTE 1ISL/AND,

N Januury, 1945.

Weather was exceedingly bed today, and all planes were
kopt on the ground until 1250, when one flight of four planes,
GRAY's division, was dispetehed to patrol LEYTE GULY, However,
they found the gulf covered solid, and were lastructed by buse
to return, whieh they did et 1515, Filying was secured for the
remalnder of the day.

31 Jenuary, 1945,

gouthern LULON Fighter Sweep agalin today, with speclal in-
structious from Colonel SMITH, M.A.G. 14, Zxecutive and Operations
Uffioer, to seurch WiGA for a reported fourteen thousand Japs in
bhat vicianlty, SuUITH's division wug the first filght off, at
0045; found rainstorus all around tie town of NAGA bub ao‘ in low
- and mede several low sweeps of the place, There were no siguns
of =otivity except a few pecple ru for cover. Pilots could
aot tell whether these were Jap or ¥Fllipino, The ures one mile
gouih of the town, wigre the Japs were reporied to be was found to
gﬂmedae éh“‘: pth no cover for troops. This flight

! 4€ at LUCENA, about 100 miles south o
MANILA where NEILSON spotted & message writtenm out on the runwsy
by means of eloth strips, reading: "ASth INF, REC, 4L4ith (HUNTERS)
DIV, AID BADLY NEEDED, REF, T0 M4d, VANDERPOOL, LO, SWPA, HUNTERS
HERE,"This message was copled down by the flight fu“r on the
margin of his mep and flown back to base, It was then telep

to Group ations by
iotlion, mt landed ;

Loned
th:aam‘nl Inteiligence Uffiecer, for
@

(Fage 16)

- :
i

u.-l‘g"'
..\. ‘ " \ ! “ .1 “ - -
‘ » b | . J p ] (] "
L ‘n:_ _ - *.‘:"I' . ‘ﬂ 4 . - v )y '
S K A v F _ . . T , o ) NG A e A '
0 R AR AT TR I Akl L
' pe - R , ) - ; [

i .
- ' Y : ‘ 3 I --'.II 1 . ’I *." | k I.i'
Ll st e B R R




31 January, 1945(Cont‘'d),

CUNNINGHAL's division, made up of BEATTIE, WOLF, and JERNIGAN,
doy::tod at 1000 and were out only three houra having hit bad
- Weavlher.
bases At BULAN they drew meagre 40 MI fire but no one was hit,
fhey strufed and riddled a truck a half mlle west of the field.
They likewise strafed a gurage et BULAN which was orowded with cars
and trucks of doubtful serviceability.

PIRAGES , TRWIN,
bad weather all tho w-y an

landing at 1815,

U. §, Marine Corps Pllots
U, 8, arine Corps Ground
Us 8, Navy

and HARRIS took off at 1345
J hed a negative sweep of Bou£

hern LUZON,

‘4 . |
A

ben

209

7

(B)

le 47 FLU-LD'8 at the end of the month,
2. Operational losses: Four(s).
3. Combat losses: Iwo(2).

(C)

le Total hours flown for month: 2,409.2
2+ Total number of indlvidual rlightl: 629
3« Total number of individual flights on coubat missions: 626

ke Total number of flights where eneny opposition was oncountorodt

Noune.

(D)
i, None,

(E)

1. None,

_
C '
]
L ' v p L
S

Reconnoitered LIECASPI AIRFIELD and thoro turned buck toward

NFIDENTIAL

battled with

/9




Jecond ILieutenant, U, S. Marine Corps Reserve,
Ae Co I, OUfTicEYx.,

WILLIAM C, HUMUERD,
Major, U, 8§, Marine Corps,
Commanding Offlcer.
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