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awar Disry of slarine Fightepr Squadron VHO-251, for July, 194k,
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AT PIVi NORTH BOUBER STRII

ROUCGAINVIL

Streagth of Squadron es ol 1 July, 1944,

oft'icers Ven

Flilots 40

Grouad 9 ik

Naval 4 !Fil
The fTollowing pilots acoepted advancexent in rank to ilst Lieutenant:
CONDON, Joseph i, NEILSOH, russell i,
CRUTCHEK, Bruest i, PIRAGES, Willlam J,
SRDAANN, williem A, ROSELLEN, Rebert X,
HILDF i NU, Riehard W, SCOVILLY , Williem K,
Lock, wviile F, SI0AN, Niok A,
fAQ LACHIAN, Arehibeld W, SFRENGER, Robert ¥,
40 MALTERS, Johm J, STURGIS, James J,
MOYHINAN, Wlehael i, WEBIER Willlem O,

NEAL, Laurence L.

TELLER's flight of 106 plesnes took off at 1350, unloaded 1lx1000 10,
bombe on RABAUL supply aress, RALUM 41 end 42, results unobserved,
PINAG S wes foroed by emgine trouble to return to base lumediately
alfter tuke off, HILDEBRAND also had engine trouble larther out and
returned to bese acoompenied by KANE, #licht returned at 1545,

HUMpEap's flicht of 16 plones with 1x1000 1lb, bomd each took
off ut 0825, boubed Jap AA guns In Target GPORGE, whieh lies teo
the sest of TOBERA AJRFIELD, Ceonfirmed damapglng hits were seored
by FURLOW, SCOVILLE, CUNNINGHAM, GARRETT, WUBBEN, ROSELIEN end
WEBBER, A total of 13x1000 l1lb., boabs were dropped oa target,
HUMBERD got & direot hit on a thatehed hut on XULON PLANTATION,
MC MASTERS returned to base with englne trouble, ascompunled by
MAC 1. CHIANe. landed: 1040,

™wo offlcers Jolned from $8ell, Witell, 2nd MAY:

TOUNG, ‘dward Re, Captaln, USHNC(0I682),
WIALT, ARdy Jeo, CoVele USHC(OI3274 )¢
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dNer Diery of lerine Fighter Squadron VMU-251, fer July, 1944,

2 July, 1944

TELLER's Tlight of 16 plenes (minus CRUTCHER, who 41d not take
ol because Lls bowbd fell o the plane onto the taxiway), took off
et O84C for RABAUL te hit AA target GUOROK, W of TOBERA AIRFILLD,
Results: 7 confirwed damsging hits om the Ellt Heavive; 2 conliraed
dameging hits on vWest ieavies; J eres nits on West ﬂaaviea; 1
unobserved; 2 Jettliscaned, HEILSON gaw two bomd bursts, them a
gerics of amalli explosions sccompanied by much rire and blaock suoke,
all Just to NE of the KLast [ieavies, Looked like an emmunition dump
burning, Flight landed at 1100, Hsch eof thege planes carrisd 1x1000 1lb,
LOLLL,

HUMPERD led & Tiight of 13 planes, each carrylag 1x1000 lb,.
boub, te RABAUL to boab RATIM L7 nunnly area located Iinland from
BLANCHE B:Y, Plane nuaber 56112 erashed sad burned on take-ofr,

The pllet latLt. Leurence L, NUAL got out of the plane without
help, but had suffored severe burns, énd wes taken lammedlately to
Lhe )an Aray Fileld Hosplital, Ronuita of boubing atvack: 10 erea hits:
l dud; 1 miss, Mo smoke, fire, or other evidence of demage was soeen
by pllots, Plene aunber 163, pllotad by Lts SJOAN, was hit by two
50 ocal, bullets, one goling through the rigsht horizontal stabllizer
and the other glamelag oft the verticel stebilizer and envering
the Tuseloge Just behlnd the ocveke-pit, This second siet wrecked
the radleo transmitter end was heard by SICAN to strike hls araor
plate, Some pleunes strafed iua the divni others after pull out,

p

No Ai Tire encountered, Fli bt Jlanded 1545,
Received two FLU~) planes. Bureau numbers: 55942 snd 49691,
J July, 194k,

HUMBEAD's Tilght of 12 FLUel's esch with 1x1000 1b, G.P, boud
took off at UB25 to bpomb AA Terget JIG, which consists ol mediunm
eid light snti-aireraft guns situsted norttwut of TORERA AIRFIELD,
Resulis: 2 direet hits, by FOLEY and CONDON; 1 deamaging it by
MC MASTERS; 6 uits la aroa of target; 3 misses, Recelved moderate
insocurate hesvy A4 1o gsnersl violn ty of target at 11,000 rt,
anded ; 104.‘:.

ite laurence L, NiAL died at 1400 today, in the 52nd Aray
Fleld liospitel,

Trensferred one enlisted mun, Treansferred two FiU-l plenes,
bureau numbers: 50129 and 56241,

(Fage 3)
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War Diapy of Marlne Fighter Squedrom V¥O-251, for July, 1944,
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b July, 194k
No flyluge Lte NEAL was buried today im the POUCAINVILIE
CEOTANY, with all mambers of the Flight Eohelon In attendance,

recolved Flu~l, Bureau n.mber 49717,

? July. 1944,

TELLER led & fli ht of 16 FiU~l's, each with 1x1000 pounder,
took off ot OBLU, Lit AA Target JIG. Resulta: 7 damagling hits;
6 sree hits; 1 unobserved; 1 returned to buse, Nesgre lunseocurste
iﬁﬁht nd medium AA from target, Joat plenes strafed bullding

plers on way outl with no observed desmnse, Flight returned
at 11006,

& dJuly, 1944,
No Lfiying today,

Trapsferred 2ndlt, Mortlimer D, HATHAWAY to "Prisoners of War
and Miseing rerscus Det,", U,5,4,0,, Washington, D.C,

Translerred FiU-l, DBuresu uuabey 56086,

7 July, 1944,

FURLOW led 15 plenes, with 1x1000 lb, bomb each, took off at
0900, to bomb AA Terget DOG, comsisting of Heavies, mediums and
lights, in an erees three miles SW of RAFOPO AIRFIFLD, Resulst:

5 dameglog hits; 7 ares hits; 2 misses; 1 returned to bege, No
observed daamge, Planes strefed in dives end on pull out, Intense
but lnscourate light A4 recelved from CREDVER ISLAND, CGuuas alse
soen fLleashing ot north end of RAVOPO AIRFIEILD and north of the
tapget, Fiight returned sefely st 1135,

BATE led 16 plenes with 1x1000 pounders each to bomd bulldings
in LIGUAN BAY erem, Took off 1330, Flight socered 2 confirmed
direct hits, 10 ares hits, 1 niss, 1 unobserved; 1 Jettisoned,
and 1 boub was returned to beage, A great oloud of black smoke was
geen to rise from BRDUANN's direot hit, ‘THORNTON sew X/ NE's direct
hit: seaw the buildings snd the huts blow up, with debris flyling
into the gir, Several pllots strafed build[ngl sid the beachss
gow fire snd smoke in tarpet area, Light moderate inmcourate rlro
was recelived from KARAGADA POINTtduring retirement pilots waw
bullets striking the water bo:ang them, Flight returned at 1550,

Transferrod six enlisted men,

Transferred FiU-l, Bureaw nuaber 56151, -
(Page &)




S G {w fhu T

tar Disry of .arine Fighter Squadron VMO-251, for July, 1944.

8 July, 1944.

HUVBERD Yook 15 planes with 1x1000 1lb, bombs to boub and strafe
bulddings in the LIGUAN BAY srea of NuW BRITIAN, Teok off at 0730,
Seore; J daumeging hits; 5 ares hits; 4 unobserved; 2 duds; 1 miss,
NO observed damage. 11101;3 strafed hutn and roads on retirement,
Saw fires and smoke up Lo 100 f't, im LICU/N BAY eres, snd suell
fires at TOURANDUM PLANTATICON, all of whleh were ulreuﬂy burning
when our pienes rcichad the tar&at area, HKeoelved meagre
flnagourate light AA from south of KABGADA POINT, Returaned:; 1000,

TELLER led 10 planes with 1x1000 lbs boubs to boub end strafe
buildings 1un area of LICUIN BAY., Take-off: 1305. Seore: 10 area
its; 1 direct Lit on @ bullding et KAPACADA POINT by LORCH; 1
uunobserved; 2 Jettlisoned; 1 returncd to base, Hecelved Intense but
juecourate light AA Trom KABACADA POINT, Mesgre inasccurate llight
and nediuam f'rom CAFE TAWUI, Moderate inscourate light slong shore
from TOROKINANDRI PLANTATION to KABAGADA POINT, Ilanded 1545,

Iransferred twe FiU-l's., Buresu numbers: 56108 and 56405,

9 July, 1944,

16 plepes, with 1x1000 lb, bombas, led by Capt. THLLER, took off
ab 0955 for the same target as yaator&ay, i.6,, to boub and strafe
buildings in LICUAN BAY area, Secore: 1 damaginc Bit; 9 area hits;

b nisses; 1 Jjettlsoned; 1 returned to base, Vilibility very poor B
ovey Larget, LOACH got the one damaging Lit, whieh csused smoke ;
aid fleme from & bullding, lasting two or three milnutes, Mueh
slrafliog wes doue, except in restrioted sreas, of houses, barges,
rogds, piers aud beaches. No observed damage, exeept that NEILSON
sew @ chuak of something rly off a truck he ttrnrud. ianded 1230,

10 July, 1944,

HUMBRRD'® f1light took off at 0800 to bLomb RALUANA POINT gun
pesitions, 15 pleanes over target with 1x1000 pounder each, Score;
l direct Lit cu ammunition dump by STURCIC, csusing & large explosion
Il daneging hit on gua pesition west of RALUANA POINT: J hits lu ares
of the three medium gune essgt of RALUANA; 4 misses;b uncbserved,
Mueh strafing was dono ol rouads, barges, bonchaa with no observed
deamge, MC LASTLRS sllenoced light AA oumi ﬂlm.rrun.a high oliff
along shore of KEQAVIA BAY, and observed lhat apyoarcd to be steel
doors leading iunto the blll of the elirfr, Most bombs were dropped
on barges tied up and off shore of XKURAVIA BAY, CONDON ebtaluned the
only damsging hit, hie bombd exploding very close to two barges tled to-
gether, FPllots r'portod thet barges make an execedingly poor target

e —
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L0 July, L944.(Cont'd)

FOor & fighter bouber, snd they would prefer to strufle taurgeis ol

this type with lucendlery ammunition, Oa this misvlon, planes received
latense «nd escoursate As of all types from XERAVIA RAY, RALULKL PQINT,
PRAED 1OINT, and the PUKE OF YOUX ISLaND, Plane No. 505. pllotea

by Lte GEAETY, wes it snd lost 1/4 of its ring cowl, 4&/5 of 1ts

rigiht alleron, plua ite rudio antenns, All pleaaes returned, landed

at A0V,

TRLLERYS wiag, cvnsistiug of 106 planes each Qarirying 1xi000
poundor, took oLl ut 1450, to LIt AA guns st VULC/N CRATER, Soored
d dlrect it by THOUNTON on the treuneh Swetem slong NW sahore of
ERRAVIA BAY; 4 demagiog At 4 hits Ln target arca; © misses; and
2 Jetilsouad, THORNIONYS direot L1t cuused flre L0 reve dowa toe
eatire lenatlh of Lhe trencnes, Reoteived lascourate awdderste and
latense light cud medliun from VULCAN CRATYR sud the W shore of
KENAVIL BuY, Llaanded: 1530,

Reovdved two FLU-1l'8, Bureuu Quabers: 49739 and 50394,
l-L JQ-L’E' l?“.

A6 FhiU=4d"s with IxIV0VU pounders, led by TELILER, took off at
GBZV ior RaBuUL, Ut the I4ight zen into o solld Iroat LOU alles
out lrom bese snd 50 burned beck snd attecked SOHANA ISL/ND and
BOKIS  IAFI 1D gun pesitionse, Capte HART got the only direet als,
which thorew up big ourliling oronge flemes snd sucke Irom the vielnity
of & gun position W of BONIS AIRFIELD, believed L0 Lave besn & hiv
o @ fueld or scmunition dumpe OR SOHARA ISLAND gun positioas there
wore AQ Lile 1o the apes, & wisses; on BONIEZ there wers 1 direot Lit
aid J ares hilse The fligut drow latense wedium laosgouraste fire
from BOKIH, scousreate iatewnse lLicht Irom SOHANA; snd sodepste lascourale
medlun ond hewvy frca the west end of BUKA OTIF, Plsne No, 221,
piloted by Lt, MOYHIf N, recaived &« hole in the lesdling ed e of the
left winge Lunded U945,

HUMBEAD with 16 plenecs, eseh with 1xl000 and 1/100
gegond delsyed fuse, took af! ot O800 to bomb und strafe AA Target
KING, whleh eonslste of ¢ concentroted group of llght snd medium
gntieairepraft guas 2000 yards 4due north of TOBEAA AINPINLD, GERTY
got the one direct Llt of tuo moruing ou the three West Wedluns,
OIHER RESULYS: 2 demsglug hites; 5 srea hits; ) uncbserved; J mlasea;
L petuwrned Lo bage; and L dude The cne boud returned Lo Duse wus
brought beegk by CUNDON sbortly siter tuke~off because lLe gould unot
get uls levding goar to retruot, WEBBERS plene reoeived one 7, 7am
hede An the Lleit elevitor, Lunded 1050,

(Fage 6)
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far Diarxy of Marlane Fighter Squedron ViO-<L51, for July, 1944,
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12 July, 1944. (Cont'd)

JENNINGS led a three plane low~level bombing stiack to RABAUL
0 Lry to locste a conerete block house NE of RAI OO AJRFILLD whieh
he hnd gpotted on g previous mlssion, Took off et 1230 with 1x1000
pounders fused for & seconds delay. Was unable to locate the
primary terget though they searched for it at & very low level for
53 minutes., Fioally boabed & group ¢f thatehed huts end conerete
underground sheltey, getting 1 area bhit, 1 unobsemed, snd one a dud,
Mude soue 1ntenoating obse ¢2wvations ﬁuring thelr 53 minutoa over the
RABAUL area, Cbseprved extensive gardeniang uandernesth the cocoanut
trees Zn the ULAVEC PLANTATION dircetly esst of R.POPO and also
found that all Lhesvy gun smplacements which they saw in an area RAVOPO
L0 TCUBERA To CAFE GAZBLLE were euply. No AA encountezed, JLanded 1515,

13 Jduly, 1944,
No flying today,
14 July, 1944,

BATE led 10 plﬁﬂﬂﬂ with 1x1000 1b, boubs with inst, fuses to
bomb and strafe AA T rget KING, which consiasts of gun positions
north of TOBERA AIRVYLLD, Took off at 0820, over terget 0925,
Privery terget was obseured h: a cloud lay.r 80 the {light hit
bulldings in the VURAPOPE, TIMBUR, TULALN PLANT TION, and BITAGALIP
areas, seoring 1 direot hft l &lmagins alt arsa hitn 2 misses,

& unobserved and 2 were dudl. NEILSON got {ho direct hit on & hloek-
rovfed bulldiug near the beach west of VUNAPOPE, Jost pilots strafed
o way out, with no obvserved dasege, landed 1035,

Ground Lohelon enbarked rrom ESPIRITU SBANTOS aboerd the USS
Aqu #‘-Ho

frensferred one enliated man,
15 July, 1944,

Adl evalleble F4U-l"s were ordered to bomd and atrufe VURAFOFE
SUFPLY AREAS 57 and 58, 17 planes led by HUMBERD and armed with
1x10C0 pounders caoch took off at C900, ROBINGON was forced by sugine

trouble to return to buse, agcompanied by WUBEEN, his wingmen,
GERETY got 8 direct hit on what was belleved to be & fuel storsge aree,

ceusiog & vielent upheaval of orange ¢olored flame, HUMBERD and his
plaoguen SJGAN got dessglng hits on buildings in Area 57, There were

also 1l earea hits, 1 unobvserved, snd 2 returned to bese, MWAC LACHLAN
reported he saw four guns rlllhlna on the samller of the twe CREDNER

IBL/NDS, that he dived on theam strafing snd silenced 7 of the 4 guus
(Fage 7) g
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wapr Diary of varine Fighter Squadron ViO-251, for July, 1944,

15 July, 1944.(Cont'd)

Colonel H*ina,'WhQ acconpanied this strike flylog the Lifth

plane in HUVBE D's divisicn, observed two boubas explode in #rea 57
whieh put up two coluans of smaka appe. 600 rt, high one black

and Lhe other & brown color, The flight recelved inaceurato neagre
1i;ht and medlium AA from the target area; and Intonse ineccurate
light frmm CAUDNER ISLANDS. landed 1100,

SATE , HILDEBRAND, SCHOKTZ, MG “ASTERS, CONDON, FOLRY, WILSON,
s Ld JJ;M¢¢; departed 'via ACAT tor ,Y;HFY AU;L AL TA ., on 5 week's
leave ror rest and reoreation, '

16 July, 1944.

16 planes took off at 0815, with ixl000 1b, boub each, led by
1AL EH, b0 atteck gun positions on VULCAN CRATOR., HARI wal forced to
zeturn to bage because of enfina trouble, acocompanled by Lls wingasn,
BADANN, Secured 1)l ares hits; unobltrved- 2 milsses; 2 jottiaonad;
and 2 returnsd to base, The rilght oncountcrod lntanae insocurate
heavy AA Trom VULCAN CRﬁTCRi modersate ineccurate heavy from ridge SW
of KERAVIA BAY; und meagre ilnaccurate light from other points, No
domsge to our plenes, During rendezvous after the ettack, HOLIDAY
sew @ thin ecolumn of gray smoke from the terget ares going up teo
5,000 1t, Landed 1050,

16 plenes ordered to boub snd strafe TORERA 35, @ bullding and
supply arce located 3,000 yards to RE of TOBPERA AIRFIVLD, 11 planes
reached the target, eaoh.with 1x1000 pounders, led by FURLOYW, YTekee
off was gt 1250, Threu planes did not take off GARRETT's ongino
wue not functiocalng properiy enroute to target so he returned Lo base,
acconpanied by SCOVILLE, WEBBER got the one direect nit, inside the
rubbepr trees at the crook of the reoad running through target, causing &
lavge explosion patilag up wsueh fleme and smoke, There were also
$ &res bits, end )1 miss, Severel plunes strafed ot 50 ft., & square
eoncrete bloek house locuted Zi;filol cast of targot., GEUETY strefed
end silenced g gun firing st him from 8 point east of the target,
Leaded lSOO.

17 duly, 1944,

HUMEED's end HART's divisions undertook a low-level Bonbiag
attack on the KERAVIA BAY URDERGROUND STORAGE DUMFG, The planes,
arned with 1x1000 lb, boab each, & to 1l second delay, took off
at C805, hit the target at 0935- The teryet was seversl large
doors laadinb inteo the base of a 100 foot oliff, The at followed
by & few seoconds @ dive bombing atteck by GRIEN ISLAND 5BEYS on the

(Page 8)
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har Diary of Marine Fighter Squadron VMO-251, for July, 1944.
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17 Jaly, L944.(Cont'd)

surrounding gun positions. Coordination of the attnek wes des-
erived as "perfect", Our plunes approascohed the target et lese than
100 foet uitituds, recked off thelir boubs directly into the target,
and retired st o apeed of 330 to 360 knots over s thoussnd foot
ridge @ little more then one mile west of the target, One of the
seven bombse, dropped by Li, ROLINEON, was seen to fall direetly
onto the turaet for a reported dirsct hit, UNone of the bombs were
seen Lo explode, becsuse of the £ second delay fusing, Capt, HART's
bosb wag later innticoned in the viocinity of the DUXE of YORK
I5LAND beocause 1t would nct relesse in the run on the target,
landed 1100,

hecelived one FilUel, ureau numnber 50032,
18 July, 1944,

Eight plane Fighter Sweep of the NUVW IR/ LAND cosstis led by
TELLE ! took ofl at G800, egqch plane carrylong 1xi000 1lb, boabdb
witn 8 to 1l seoond delay fuse, TELIER's division started up the
east coast of NEW IRELAND but found reln squalls down to the ground
and visibility extrezely reduccd, They turned back wnd boabed gun
positions on SCHANA JULAND, seoring 2 mlsscs, 1 unobserved, und one
dud. d?NLEY's diviesion found battor'wnathcr up the west ooaat of
NFW IRELAND, HBNLEY! t @ direct Lit on a casmoufla ed hut, causing
an uuuaual amount of smcke and dust, C .UICHER acor*d & damnglng
hit on & group of hutn; LOACH's bomb wes @ dud; and “AYA miseed,
Ko 4he HNo Interestiag observations were made, Flight landed et
1040,

19 July, 1944.

NEW IAELAND FICHIER SWERP this morning, HUMBERD leading., 16
plenes with 1x1000 1lb, bowbs, 4 to 5 second deluy fusling, took off
at OY50, were over the targ oi from 1030 to 1300, Seore: 3 direct
nits on bridges; 1 damagina Bit; 9 misses; 1 dud, On gun positions:
2 direct uin- on MG's at CAFR HAMARQDA. b horses and 5 cows killed
by strefliog by FURLOV's gad GEREIY's divieica in the vicinity of
LANGORIT PLANTATIONs The three 4lreot Lite on bridees were: SIOAN
on brldge ever S48 wIViR., Blew put most of ecastern hall of bridage,
GEWEYLY on bridge next up from S840 HIVER, Blew gut west anchor
of bridge, SCOVILLE o bridge bulleved to be acros: the SELIK RIVER,
Completely destroyed tuls br.dge, RUSHLLEN gotthe demaging hit on
@ bridge aoross the river ot CAPE LEMERIS, INGLE ART and STURGIS
eaoh got direol Litls on maciloe guns thet were firling at them from
GAVE BAUARODA., eoy huts were strafed snd sone fired, Mauy small
buteerviceable Lrldges were sighted along the west Coast Road, Jaw
@ rusty mine up on the beach at & polut 40 miles up the west goast

(Fege9)
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19 July, 194k, (Coat'd)

from CAPE ST. GEORGE Ta® read north of XKOLAMO PLANTATION appearod
Lo be grassecovered and unused, Five barges were signted by HART'e
division § mile from the coast up the river at KANAM PLANTATICRN,
and were gtrufed by them,

Nodriag strlke mgslonst RAPAUL wes weathered out,

iwelve planes ordered for efternoon strike against bridges
gdong ecast coust of BOUGAINVVILLE, and agalast & Jap blvouse ares
asar KITTA, HART's divieion with lnstanteneous fused 1x100V
pounders agoompanied 12 TEF's of RNIAF Squadron 31, to bomb the

Jun Livouse grea, KAUT oat ti* ne Aivent hit of tha CreSradua
ik & Ld'Oup of huts near RULEA NTATION, aterting & lerge fire,
Mie othepy three plaues 1o his diwisiun mf 8ed, THLLY %ook eight plune¢e

(His own end HONL:Y's divislon) egeinst two bridgas located et
TOBE I PLANT TION gnd at the bage of KIPTA PENINOUIL He It wae
close but ne ciger, OSeven misses and one &ud. ALl planes did
muoh strafing on some good looking hute iIn end around CHINATO&N
and ground KIETA UARBOR, and some old huts down the cust ooust to
RIFT: AJRFIELD, Juverul huts were fired. Landed: 1555,

A Jﬂl}, 19464 .

NEW TWELAND FICHTER UWEEP this moraing. Tuke off: 08L5,
Fdanes pgod losdings: 10 FiU-d's with 1x1000 1b, boab, 4+~H second
delay Tuse, Fllight lesdep: MejJor HUVEERD, Resulta: NEJLSON
LO0 & dlrect LIl on s Lridge Just soulh of BOWPOY, completely
denclishing 1t, KANE got @& direct nit on e large dulld!ng neapr
NAMATANAL, Pllots strarod and killed lp.roximttcly 30 cattlie snd
horses, Jtrefed Zacwh gun positions et HNAVATANAY ATRFIRID snd on
CAFE NAMARODA, landed: 1300,

22 July, 1944.

NEW THELAND FIGHIER SWEEP, Teke off: 0855. 15 plemes, 1x1000C 1lb,

boad with inst, fuse, Flight Leecder: TELLER, HKEADUANN seored a
direct Llt oh @ bridge near LAGOCON BAY, e#at cocsl of H,I,, almost
to WRINA, [AnT's Alvislon found the barges they had seen previously,
hidden up s r;vor-at whet they believe 1s at FUIVIBU BAY., They aade
five or six pruns strefing these barges, and though the barges 414
41ld not flame or smoke, pilots boliove& the berges were rendered

unserviceable, lNunerous huls were strafed, all along the eust coast,

(Fage 10)
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22 July, 1944.(Cont'd)

NGER, Robert F. lst I8,, flying plane(Bureau Ho, 50014; EBagline
ua. .-1‘455) did no return rrom this missiocun, e vwas legt geen
by his diviniou when they nade e attafina ruﬂ on gun positions on
CAPE NAMA:Z Just eest of Hau Al ATRFIELD, lie wag mliseed
lm.tciutely ftor this rum, whoroupon his dxvision legder turned
vack Lo ind Lim, 4ll they oould pee was & column ¢f bLleck smoke
risiug froa the jJjungle, at s point about 400 yards ifoland from the
Cipe, JSPRENCGER was reported as "Missing In aotion", HOLID Y's
plene vas also Lit Ly NAVATANAL guns 8 he started vo aske & run
on tlLew, #le oll pressure began to drop, and the engiane guit when
e Lad resched @ point north of FENI JESLA'D, 4 weter landing
snsued, In whieh ECLIDAY reoeivﬁd net & serateh and wug rescued

L busbo within en hour, 1TELLER'S plene, buresu Fo. L9717, was hit
1” :...-ﬂ lﬂftr iﬂ?". Caus I'Iﬂ" fh# o i s b niti N nano {{J 'upl&-iﬁ “uu L}loﬁﬂ'

a larze hole in t..tlﬂ i’ﬂialeg,- 4 .
irensferred two FiU«1l"'8, Bureau nunbers: 55994 aund 56200,

CAFE GAZELLE %o RALUM, Fighter Sweop., 12 plﬂnﬁa with 1x000 1b,
inat, bombs sach, Took efr at 0030, led by LU BERD, fThe usual
dive boublng taotllos were employed, approsehing the target et app.
10,000 feel, pushover la a 60-70 detb ee dive, aand releases varying
fron <= 3000 foat. Put 11 boubs In @ supply area we:t of RAPCFO,
aud ous qud, No observed dasage, Plazsg strafed oa wey out rlring
@ group of bulldlings 1 to 2 slles west of RAVOPC AIAFILNLD, whioh put
up & A00 foot coluan of saoke, lLanded 0900, MITH und NEILﬁON flew
the ~ble-Obarlie Search, whieh isc s search of the ecomplete shore line
of the lsland of BOUGAINVILLE and BUXA, Jaw no signs of enoemy
sebivity, Streled aiseellanecus huts, Took ofl at C£30, landed 1045,

Ground Hchelon arrived from ZEPIRITU SANTOS, Flight Kehelon
from LeAsls

feceived three aircraft, FLU-l, bureau aumbepr 56044, FOeli's
bure:u numbeps: 14119 and 14036,

24 duly, 194&.

Fighter Sweep, CAVE GAZELLE to RALDANA POINT, TELLER's, HART's
and HLNIEY's divisions took off at 0635, with 1x500 ilnst, bumb eaoh
soored J dlireot hits on main coustal rocd weat of RAFOPO} ) aree lLits
la VUEAPOPE SUPTLY DUSFZ; 1 demaging hit on buildings neer ccast; 3
Lits la ﬁupply area e mlles west of RAPOPO AJRFIELD; end 1 hit inland

from lerge derelict ship aear VUNAPOPE, No oblcrvad danege. landed 0.55.2,

SUITH end NEJILSCN flew the Able-~Chariie Seareh,
(Page 11)
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25 July, 1944,

THLLER'S, SMITH's end HARYG's diviglons took off 1315 with only
gix of the twelve plspes carrying 1x500 lb, magnesium cluster each
to boub and strafe duildiogs from TAYUI POINT te RATAVAL, nortawss
of ABAUL TCWN, Of the six planes ocsrrying bombs, all were reported
a8 having gotten hits In the ares, At least 12 fires were started,
of which twe smoked up to 500 feet, This wes our first experience
with dropping wegnesius clusters, and the pllcote round tThey had a
tendency to drop short of the target. Cur plunes received intense
socurate medium snd light A4 from TAVUI POINT; intensze aocurate
wediun from intepseotion of TUNNEL HILL ROAD snd the Cosst Roed;
intense asccurste light and medium from J mediums SW of TAVUI POINT}
{intense asocurste light AA from & polnt inlend from the three mediuans;
and intense sceurate L. ht fromthe esstern shore of TALILI BAY,
plone § 157, piloted by It. THORWTON, recelived the following demsge:
i3 oi pesv floploutloard sestlon) shot away: 3 10 4 holes Just aft
the gook-plt, port slde; Jx4 lach hole ln vertloal gtablidzer,
observed a large new bulldlag with o tower on its roef on the
oxtrese tip of CAPE 51, OEORGE, landed st 1540, RODINSCN and
WUBEEN f{lew the Able-Charlie Search, LORCH and MAYA flew test
DOpse

26 July, 4944

A/C ordered to Lomb amd strofe RALUM 202, supply ares ialaond
1ron RERAV 14 E‘--:”.Y. TELI.4ER'. g c‘.‘umlln’a Glnd %-N;..Y'B dl'i.i@nﬂ took Off
at 0800, scored 8 sree hits; 1 unobserved; 1 miss; ead 1 dud, Mo
daus e otserved, 4t pull out, plenss were Indlouting pius 00 k.
None strefed. No Ade HReturmed: 1030, HOLIDAY end PIRAQTOTSlew
the Able~Charlie Seerch, 1 AC LACHLAN end RERDUANN flew test hopa,

27 July, 1Gk&.

16 4/C ordepred for boabing end strefing attack on TORERA 35,
build ings end supply area loomted 3,000 yurds HE of TOHERA AIRFINLD,
HUMBBHD'S, FURLOW'es, GERETY's and aﬁITH'u divisions, legs two planes,
took off et 0655, landed et CGR'EN IREAND to De londed with 1x500 1b,
megnesium olusters, hit target et 1015, All mag, clusters reported
within the target srea, some pllots glving &s mueh &8 200 mils leed
with & relesse st 2300 ft, Retiremeat wae made before resulls ocould
be sscertelned, ORAUTY strafesd concrete blockhouse 2; mllee east
of TO'BRA ATRFITLD with unobsepved resulte, No AA rire, landed: 1115,
rhotos taken noext dey showed 16 of J2 bulldlings degtroyed, NUILSON
and GouARTT flew the Able-Charllie Seareh, |

( rage 12)
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16 planes ordepred for bombing and strefing atisck on TOBER
buiidings snd supply srea locasted pear yeste days target,

divisions geleotad targets
b,uuw

r‘rrrt'f

',. ’ L2 i

t..:-’ .ll"lirrf'l's

'Lm l: - off’ at CSV,’)

ares hits., TOBES 355 3 area hitu
aorth of PRATD FOINT) 3 srea hite,
RAFCIC AIRFIVLD: J érea hits,

A ares nriv,.

that vwere nit,

it N

puhlltuuﬂ o5 ﬁbefT L. RIDK

;a TultuﬂLJ &thx

20 bulldings were desiroyed,
Jearch, strafed and killed at least one of lhree Japs
STURGIS Tlew test hop,

Sluarilie

in swiaaing on NE shore of

OVGL Larg @t at v915.

bi-l.LN ﬂhlll‘uﬂ VL

of opportunity
ART's alv
1l wisp,

Jettisouned

Qbsgerved three fires among the
pulting up white sgmoke to 500 ft,
CRDUP ]6 regeived xntanae inacourate light A4 zroa Known

Land ed 1U25.
IODEKA J0O
STURGIS and

Ifrangflerred the folliowlag 7 officers.

GEXRBTY, Sdward J.

S LA > valdemar s
KAlL , John Re
CLUORNTON , Poweldl Ds

vOlued tie followliag

B Clir iuﬁ wllliem L,
BOV BRE rlEiRl | P
Lx;s”‘n, Hed Jo
JOHNSON , AlLred L,
uunNqu, aaxrry G
S0 CARE ' srd W,

HART's,

“UJUBRED's
0 bl, inst,

0815 with 1x10

‘,'ln:u l' L]

to surn buek and hit

Resulls:

d Jettlisoned,

Disry of Maprine Fighter Squadrom V.0-251, for July, 1944,
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\ 36,
vost
because the low ceiling of

t. over priugry target jid net peprnit &« good dlive-~bonbing run,
ER's end

islons msde the trip,
TOBEIA 303
76(bulliingse
Buildings west of
Bulldings N8 of TOBERA:
hulldinﬁﬁ weat of RAPOPO
The planes which

NORDUL

ierial qh&boa taken
Sicw Loaut thres or the
INGLEHA RS flew the Able-

l 31’ --'-at . 1’* ' N B:'ILR 3 " ill j.t. Q G “ l 3t Ltl .
latltb, HOLIDAT, Robert C. 2ndit,
Lt lt, WUBRDEN, Bazlett .. 2ndlt,
d8tLt,
1l ofllicera,
a Jor LUDER:, Robert A, I 3 A
latlt, FOWLER, ¥llleard ¥ 1sv. €,
latlt, JOLINK, Albert letin
Latlt, SWICK, Grville R. istlt,
%stLt. SPINDLER, Thornton F.lstit,
atlit,

29 July, 1944.

bomb esch to hit

They hit :ront ruaning from BUKA
SOHLANA IZLAND
the NL tip of the lsland where the

guns a

not see sy results on thoir retiresnent,

though PIAAGES saw three gun rlashes on the ground.

obseprvotions negative,

(rage 13)

sung instead,

FURLOW e, and SMITH's divislons took off at

up poslitions on PRAVD

o WILE B.Y snd s0 had

All bvombe hit on
but could

{0 our planes,

Othepr

re locatad
NQ damag
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29 July, 194.(Cont'd)

l0 plunes ordered for afternoon bombing and strafing ettack on huts

on BOUGAINVILLE, HU.BE:D's, FURIOW'S, LART'®S, and HENLEL'S
divisions took off ut lﬁu,, found canﬁi“r over target down to 2000
fle wilh numerous ralu squalls about, It was necessary to do level
bOLBLLE Trom L& QG It; boubs were dropped on wlscellansous huts east
0l LUV ERNG COINT, with uuobserved results, The Ilight observed
sbsolutel; uuuuhuh except & Bew doserted Luts that were wet and
WOULd OV DUl'lle walided : lio)un AC 15 . gk ROI  I'lew tLhe

sble~Cuwrlles Seaprch, QOLsevations negatlive, trafed Luts,

40 planes oydered to boub and gtrafe RATAVAL i<d/e FURLOW'S,
[ :"’%, HENLEY's, and SFINDLE.'s divisiocas took ofr at 0815,
rau Into & @olld froat extending frowm aorth of DUKA to wIDE ka,
NiW BOJTAIN, Flight lLeacer FUNLOY turned buack and sttacked 304/
1L D gun tOSlLluua. obtalnling 15 ares u;tﬂ and cne bomb Jebtiﬁontd.
No results ebserved, QA [(EL 60 appeared to be deserted, Noae
stroleds londed: 1ULY.

Jolned the three following of'tlicers,

¢ LACKENGER, Judson letit,
LARTON, Wilson G, 2ndlt,
' ARK, Lewls C, andLtb,

ol July, 1944,

v Tlying today. FPllots ettended & taree hour Lsescture entitlied
"The Blrde sud pees; the Flowers aad Irees", a aarviv L leoture
by WO sustrallen aray officers., FURLOW and K lLef't for
CU DALUANAL Im an SED to get & plane,

( Page 14)




EH ---'-“t-.-ﬂ"'ii - e 1

P C L8 L S am W W @ @ OB W W A W B O a B W W O W W ™ s

ARl Liury of Karine Fighter Squadron VIi0-251, for July

-y - ] L - o s - - - e . - - e - £ L e - -~ = - — -

] l%"#"i "

STHRENCGTE as of 31 July, 1944:

Qlil ilce rs inlisted Len

i, TR S R ]

Jil\}tﬂb . ¢ B s 8 8 iits“

el 'Jil'u; S Tk OER Spl SRt 9 o 3 j
PR 5 % o o & A E
'S 4 { LJ. : P li
e eend Rank gepisl No,  Cause
, lmurence .., datlt, QL8777 Plane cresbed and burned
on take off', Fllot died
follovwing day from burans.
aeported as "Killed in Aetion
, 'obert ¥, lstit, 026810 Relieved shot down by eneny
AA Tlre over CAIE NAMARODA,
N2 Wide Reported as
“p..iaai“;; 40 th—lOﬂ.".
Wype pureau o, gogloe Bu. No, (euse
fiU=-a 50112 c=l2798 Oréshed and burned.,
Bl Ui 50014 1=15755 Shot down by eneny Al
Fig S 504070 Hel' s=2UlJ13 shotl Qown by eusmy /4Ae
'I:..-} { g Ul J ‘ritlz

fotal hours flown-l,36% ,2
fobul gqumber ludividual flizhtes-530,
Tobael number individusl fllghts on oombat misslouns-517.,

Totul nuaber individusli flights on which enewy opposition wes
giicouniered, Noue,

A ey olreraft destroyed~ MNons,

(Page 15)
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