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Yar Diary of Maring Fighter Squadron VNO-251, for June, 1944, = _ _ _ _
AL _ESPIRITU SANTOS:
Strength of Squadron as of 1 June 1944:
. Officers Men
Pilots 40
Ground 2]
o 3
1 June 1944

No fiying because of weather.
2 June 1944

Two instrument hops.
3 June 1944

& amgaimtmmt hope. One (1) enlisted man transferred to

4 June 1944
No ﬂring today.
| 6 June 1944
Pivision tactics and instrument hops.
6 June 1944

Division tactics and mnmont hops. Transferred four (4)
F4U-1 airvlanes to Guadaleanal. Bureau numbers: 56383,

56380, 66306, 56298. Capt. o e Lieutenants MOYNIHAN, SCHOETZ,
and HATHAWAY were the pllots. lﬂhu!'l rlane was seen to erash in
the water two or three miles off the southesst tip of Mlml the
weather bun"lueh that visibility was extremely limited, HATHAVAY
reported as "Hiseing in Action.®
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war Diary of Marine Fighter SQuadron VHO-261, for June, 1944
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6 June 1944

Mviecion tacties and instrument hops.
7 June 1944

Inetrunent, division Stactics, and fighter-bombing flighte.
Gapt. r%nim-. NOYNIHAN and returned from Guadsle
canal on *

8 June 1944

?wo planes to Turtle Bay Fighter Sirlp, Eepiritu Santos, and
peturn. All other flights seoured on account of weather.

9 June 1944
Three planes to Turtle Bay and return.
10 June 1944

' pivision tacties and instruments., Transferred five Pil-l alr-
eraft to Lunga MJ.I Guadaleansl., Pllots on this ferry hop were

Lts. HENLEY, . NEILBON, HOLIDAY, and STURGIS,
1l June 1944

Flying secured. The aforementioned five pilots returned frow
Guadaleanal via BUAY.

12 June 1044

¥lew radar probleas.
13 June 1944

Fiew radar prcblems,
mm’ :‘. l*l' ” L‘.' M.M ‘. ul "«l u' HOAOGQ ut

wIEBER, Hezlett M., ond Lt., Jjoined from same,
one (l‘ enlicted man Joined from same.

14 June 1944
Plying cecured. Standing by under orers o moVe.
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Var Dlary of Marine Fighter Squadron Vi0D-281, for June, 1944
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15 June 1944

Standing by under orders to wmove.
Capt. WALLAGHE, Lt GALLavnEn (Fiighs
riding overturned whens 1% oftruek a solt der on the road leading
from Segund Chanmel up the hill to Lugan Meld. Capt. WALLACE, the
driver, suffered a broken leg and wee hospitaliszed in Navy Hospital
Base #ix (6). Lt. GALLAGHER suffered severe suts and brulses about
the and LU, MAYA, minor lacerations and brulses. Oapt. WALLACE
vill be talized ror Guite some time snd will be unable to aoccomp-
any the eQuadron on 1ts ng combat tour.

TANHER, Grover Y., lat. Lt., Joined from Hq. 64., M.A.G. 11,

WALLAGE, Hawold C., Capt., detached to M4, 8q. i1, M.A.0. 1l.

Sdusdron on thie dete wae attached to the Pirat lmm Alrerart
¥Wing, by suthority of Marairsopac Memo #l7-1944, dated 14 June 1944,

16 June 1944

No flying. Standing by aweiting transportation to Green Island,
17 June 1944

Entirve riight echelon, including thirty nine pillots, Flight
Surgeon, Intelligenee Ofricer, and Intelligence Clerk departed
from Eepiritu Bantos at 0600 or thereafter, and arrived
at Green Island at 1445, to serve *BTAD* with i.A.ﬂ. 4. One
SCAT plane wae held m at Guadalearal and the pillote aboard Sthat
plane reashed Green Island the feliowing doy,

AL SREER I1JLAND:
18 June 1944

For the Infornation of the repder, the Squadron Combat
Pivisions are as follows:

A sqQuadron Jeep in which
and Lt. NAYA were

Fors ving

HUMBERD (Flight Leader) TELLER (Flight Leader)
SIGAN ' HOYMINAN
INGLIHART BPRENGER
CTURGIS TANNER

Pivision Leader. BATE, Division Leader.
m.f.n WILSON
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War Diary of Harine Fighter Squadron VHC-261, for June, 1844
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Squadron Combat Divisions continued:

Rort Ying Starbogrd ¥ing

GERETY, Division Leader HENLEY, Division Leader
*OBELLEN LORCH

GARRETT MAYA

WUBBERN CRUTCHER

JENNINGS, Division Leader HART, Divieion Leader
MoM ABTERS HOLXIDAY

FOLEY ERDMANN

CONDON PIRAGESD

WEAL, Division Leader SMITH, Division Leader
MAG LACHLAN NEILSBON

ROBINSON KARE

CLIENN THORNTON

Kajor HUMBERD led a flight conelsting of BATE, TELLER, and
HENLEY on a fighter sweep of the coast of New Ireland.

HART'e division flev thée dawn patrol, and JERNNINCS' divisien
with 27T7R0CIE An place of CONDUN flew the dusk patrol over Green
Island, KANE and THORNTON escorted SCAT to Emirsu, planning te
remgin there overnight.

The following sixteen (186) sircraft were on this date asesigned
to thie equadron;
FOel'ay 15216; 13274; 18036.
Fall=l" g1 HEL3T; 497943 49766; BEOLa; BG04l; 560B6; HGOUDE;
| O6lle; 56163; B6200; 56408; B6L0B; and BELLHSE,

19 June 1944

EANE and THORNTON flew fighter escort for SCAT back from
Evirau te Creen, HUMBERD's, TELLER's, and FURLOW's (less CUNNINGHANM),
JENNINGE', BATE's, WEAL's, sand HART's divisione each flew a conbat
patrol over Rabasul of two hours duration on station. On the first

nunber 166137, uwpon return to base, went into the sea just of?
base when hio engin® Talled at low altitude. A crash bont which
reached the seene of the erash only a fev minutes after the plane
went in found no trece of the pllot. Lt. GLENN was therefore
reported "rilled in Actiont,

HENLEY, MAYA and CRUTCHER 4 ted for Guadalcanal via SCAT
to got three F4U's. Alioraft 37 lost an Sxplalned above,
Alreralt J66246 assigned to squadron.
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20 June 1944

HENLEY and CRUTCHER returned from OGuadaleoanal flying two F4U'sg.
MAYA was held over at Guadaleanal.

CUNNINGHAM and WEBEER, fighter escort for SCAT to Emirau. HART
and ERDMANN, fighter escort for Dumbo to Emirau. FPIRAGES and LORCH
flew fighter escort for Dumbo which was on station south of Cape
8t. George before and during today's strikes. TELLER's and GERETY's
divielons had the four-plans dawn and dusk patrol over the lsland
today. SMITH'e divielon flew a combat patrol over Rabaul, reported
sighting no unusual amount of Jap activity.

The thirteen (13) aireraft at Lugan Fleld, Espiritu Santos,
still assigned to thie squadron were on thies date transferred %o
M.4.G, 11, Turtle Bay.

21 June 1944

JENNIRGS', BATE's, HENLEY's and SMITH's divislons flew the
Rabaul combat patrols today. HENLEY's team revor%ed three barges
under way in Simpson Harbor. OMITH's gaid there was a Jap barge
plying back and forth in the vieinity of the shined-up Emlly parked
in Simpson Harbor that reminded them of the Staten Island ferry.
HART and ERDMANN escorted Dumbo back from Emirau. CUNNINGHAM and
WEBEER did the same Job for SCAT. MAC LACHLAN took a test hop.

Two (2) FP4U-l'g, #566221 and 56305, assigned to squadron.

22 June 1944

Rabaul patrol again today. HENLEY'g diviesion, over the target
at 06056 L reported that all fields looked the same, but that There
vere elght smoking fires around the perimeter of Si-plon Harbor; slso
two fires on Matupi Island, the small island inside Simpson Harbor.
At 0620 thig team had some excitement. They sighted an unidentified
medium bomber twenty miles away noyth of the Duke of York Ieland.
They gave chase and closed to ten miles, at which point they re-
cognized the bogey, much to their disappointment, as a friendly b-26.
TELLER's division reported two planes on the eastern end of the
Keravat strip. NEAL's team wae glven the nlssion of taking a close
look at these planee, one of which was reported to look as if 1t

were preparing to take off. NEAL's men took a clcge look = they
buzzed the fleld at tree-top level and found that the planes were
sitting flat on the ground minus ar undercarriage and with grase
growing up around them. FURLOW'e dlvision saw three trucke running
back and forth on Yunakanau; out onte the runway snd back into the
revetments, as if to lure the Corsalirs down to within range of the
rapld-firing AA. This dlvision also sighted and reported two trucks
parked on the Tobers strip, with ten to fifteen Jape working with
shovels on the coral runway. By the time FURLOW's flight had elreled
and lost altitude to strafe, the Japs were not to be seen. HUMUERD's
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War Diary of Marine Fighter Squadron VMO-251, for June, 1944

22 June 1944 (eontinued)

division flew the dusk patrol over Rabaul, reported things all quiet.
ROBINSON took & test hop.

23 June 1944

0630 (L) NEAL, MAC LACHLAN and ROSELLEY took off to search St.
George Channel and@ Wew Ireland for lost B«-25. Search negetive. PReae-
turned 0900, 1112. JENNINGS' division off to search east coast
of New Ireland for lost B-25. Sighted good sized fire on hill on
Cape Senna. Otherwise negative. Landed 1340. FURILOW's and S ITH's
teams flew the dawn and the dusk patrols over OGreen Igland., ROBINSON
and SICAN flew a lengthy Dumbo escort from O0B45 to 1340. Assisted
in the rescue of a New Zealand P4U pllot who was down 1n the water
off the New Uritain coast. Sighted a large fire at Bulbuk. HUMBERD'g
division was scranbled to help in this same opreration but were not
needed so returned tc base. BATE and WILSON flew escort for Dumbo
to Emirau, remaining overnight.

Two 12) F4U-1's, #56006 and 55912 transferred to M.A.G. Service
Squadron.

One (1) F4U«l, #50050, assigned to squadron.

24 June 1944

0B635. HART and division up for dawn patrol. Down at 07386
with negative report. BATE was a one-man escort for Dumbo from
Exirau, landed 0930. Negative except for sightings of friendly
vessels.

C830. SCHOETZ and HILDEBRAND off to escort Dumbo during strike.
Back at 1210. ROEINSON and MAC LACHLAN gscorted SCAT to Emirau.

UniTH and division flew a negative seareh for the loet B-25.

Today began actual combat fighter<bomblng for the sguadron,
geveral c¢f our planes having now been equipped with bomb racks. Our
first mission was to drop 500 pound bombs on two barges that had Just
been sighted tied up along the shore at Cape Roloss, New Ireland.
HENLEY's divieion was given the Job., No direct hits were obtalned,
but one bomnbt hit right between the two barges, and all hit within
one hundred feet of the target. HUMBERD'g team went out for a second
try but found someone else had beaten them to the prize, and the
barges were burning flercely. They proceeded up the west goast of
Nev Ireland until they rfound another target, two small barges 20 to
30 feet long tied up to a pier. Thelr bombs overshot 150 to 200 feet.

FOLEY led the dusk patrol over base and reported all qulet.

One (1) F4U-1, #66156, transferred to M.A.G. 14 Service Squadren.
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£6 June 1944

Starting today we could do more than Just sit over Rabaul and
vatek the Japes down below. Ve could give them something to think
about, in the tangible form of four 500 pound boube every two hours
m-i out over the period so they wouldn't know vhen they were oolinc

05620. WNEAL's division Sook off with four 500 pound boambe,
Sombed ets of opportunity, including the revetment area of the
Hapopo alrfield. Resulte not too good as the pllots were not leading
the target enough %o allow for the trall of the douxb released from
8000 feet. Undershot as much ag 1500 feet. Returned 0840.

:BIMIMMMGM landed at 0800 from Emirau, as SCAT
e8eorv.,

HUMBERD and division off at 0720 feor Rabaul without bonbs be-
cause of & lack of sufficient number of boub racks. HReported five
boud eraters in Rapopo runway, and a fire 1 nile northeast of
Vunskanau putting up 1500 fooﬁ column of smoke. Landed at 1110.

FURLOY and division off at 0945 for Rabaul, ecarrying three 600
pounders. SCOVILLE's plane sprang & hydralie loak causing the wheels
to come down. SCOVILLE was th compelled to Jettison his bombd
and return %o base, escorted by BER, Of the remaining two bounbs,
mmuumhu't e and the other was dropped in the
town of Rabaul without any observable » FPURLOV and CUNNINGHAM
reseived sutomatie tracer AA fire at 5000 feet from b1tm Ridge
inscourate, however. Thelr patrol over, FURLOY and CUNNINGHAN went
down after two trucks they saw moving southwest of Vunapope supply
ares. They gave these trucks a good strafing, saw thex stop, but
44 net flame them. Landed 1300.

1118, TELLER and @ivielon off to Rabaul with two 800 pound bombs.
One bond almed at Vunakanau revetuents fell 150 feet short. The
ofther would not release and later fell off the rlane into a wooded
area. This division started a strafing run on the town of Rabaul but
turned away rather then risk going through intense automatle AA fire

f+on the town.
o'n!m. BATE took his divislon off, were on station over Rabaul
from 1400 to 1600. Four bombs (500 pbund, 1/10 seecond delay fuse)
were carried, of which two were duds, one was unobserved, and the
fourth burst asong bulldings %o the southwest of Vunakansu. Reported
that it muet have bean tea~tine in Rabaul, there was so 11ttle activity
cheerved. Landed 1680,

_ BMITH'e division, less THORNTON whe was unable to rﬁ off,
r Daban) with threoe 50O « One boub ailmed at bullde-
rth northeast of Xeravat fell 100 yards short. Cne simed at
yards southeast of Vunakanau revetments was correct for
oot off in deflection. The third boudb almost spelled

four-motored seaplane, Emily, parked in Simpecn Harbor.

(Page 7)
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26 June 1944 (continued)

The bomb was correct as to but 2 biS off in deflection and
burgt in the wator less than feot from the plane. This tean
on the way home MdnmmamworMIHmontholm

Plantation with no observable
THORNTON and SCOVILLE took tut hnp-.

26 June 1944

The early Rabaul tmh today were weathered out, the firest
patrol taking off at

1130, T led nm ucma GARRETT, and WUBBER to Rabaul
carrying a 500 pounder. Weathwr was 6 to 10/10 over target - B
consisted of a group of trees southwest of Vunakanau which iu L
1ieved to be 2 plane hlde-ovt. One bomb wae a dud. Relenses were
made at 4000 to 4500 feet, and all three bonbs feoll 100 to 200 feet
short, with one falling as nuch as 2000 feet ~hort. Thelr patrel
over, "this team then strafed Rapopo from 2500 feet. No cboervable

. Landed 1440,

1408. JENNINGS and divielon off to Rabsul, with four 500 pounders.
Thie team drew mesgre ilnscourate light AA from fh and meagre
acourate mediwm AL from Vanaksnau, nobody beling nt wover. Thase
four planes put three out of four bombs smack mmnun up:g-
the rourth bomb being unobgerved. Retirement at better
300 ts, no lumediate damage was able to be sean. Patrol otherwvise
negative. Landed 1710.

ihat was to be our last patrol of Rabaul from OGreen Island
turned out no fault of our o to be a fizzle. FURLOW'g
division, less m Sook off at 1538 with only one bomb
{again an insufficiency of boub racks) and 1t failed to explode
when dropped. The paitrol was also t&n as far as sighting any
Jap activity wae mmd Landed

27 June 1944

FURLOW and division flew the dawn security patrol over Oreen.
FURLOW and SCOVILLE flew escort for Dumbo over #t. George Channel.
HUMBERD flew So Bougainville for orders, and returned.
ROBINSON led the dusk security ratrol with SIGAN, WRDMARN and
TANNER., MAC LAGHLAN flew a ecarburetor test hop
The following five (8) alrereft were h-uarm to VMF.212%
#PG-1: 18036; 13216; 13274, and 13280.
#rau-113 leui
Reoelved from M.A.G. 14, m h.) alroraft mu—n m
Reeeived from VMP-218, ) alrcraft #PdU-1: 3

%' “‘!&;ﬁﬂ“.—u

three (3) aiverart FFeU-1:

\0
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War Plary of Marine Fighter Sguadrcs ViD.281, for June 1944

28 June 1944

| HUMBEMD, FPURLOW, HART, SHITH, and RODINGON Leda thels divisizas
in ferrying our tmw fm‘l tn Fin Unele, Pougsinville. The re-
mainder of the pilots had ouwn t!mm via SCAT the previous
day. CALLAGHER, VELCH, nd J Flight Surgeon, Intoll.tsou
Officer, and Intculglnu Clerk) bmmt up the rear, arriving =%
Bomlsvtllo at 1400 on SCAT,

AT BOUGAINVILLE

28 June 1944

Today we "graduated® from 600 pounders to iU00 pounders.

0850, ERD's riight, consisting of his, FURLOW'g, JERNINGS',
and GERETY'g dlvisions Stook off for Rabaul %o bamb and otnre Target
EASY (two AA gun emplecements of 4 guns each, south of Falum supply
area), cavrying a total of sixteen 1000 pound bombs. The flight
appmlehod the ot area from the esst, to the north of Teberas strip,
at an altitude of 000 feet. Puuhour followed & 40 %0 &0
peel~off, angle of dlve varied from B0 to 70 degreee, speed of Alv
from 860  to §80 knots IAS, bombe away at 3600 £o 5000 foet, with no
dive brakes used. Lesd br eagh rilot in sighting varied rrom 100 %o
176 mile. Of the 16 bombs enppod. 12 were observed to hit well
within the target ares and in & 4 group. Two other bombe
the 1aat two pilote in the flight were not observed, and might
80 have hit within the target area. This flight drew moderate
acourate (ao to uum) heavy Al fvom a point south of Target GAGY.
CONDON rclt s plane Jolted by a2 buret of AA fira.
wee by Strike Command for the excellent

l"llltlt by this strike.
30 June 1944
0846, THLLER led his flight, composed of his own, HANT's, BATE's
ﬂWlMﬂﬁ“ﬂlw;ﬁ'ﬂdﬁuﬂnMofﬂ ot

the Sabgot found Doth primary aud seco govs closed 1n sl
et ed

.tdy ‘!nll and &-"w M””ra:glm‘m :ul I.n’ way of

0

obul-ut 2 oolumn of smoke riging 200 feet from
mmbomm-m MOYHIHAN, the el

th pilot of these divisions,
nnhtomummnotami wheel, and never succeedeéd

and  Joining the flight. Jie boudb was Jettisoned.
Flaght landed at 1146, ;
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30 June 1944 (continued)

One FéU-1 alrplane, #60190, was lost on this mission, in a
wvater landing ceused by loss of oil fron the ne. Yhen the oll
pressure began to drop, as & result of 2 bad oll leak, SHOEVZ, the
pileot, and HILDERRAHD, his wingmen, turned back for base. Ten
minutes later, at approximately 0985, the engine conked at 6000
feet, and DCHOETZ yode the plane down o the water, to get
i1t sterted sgain. The sea was m&ng in swells, which could not be
geen from even low altitude becnuse of a2 complete sbgence of white~
eaps. SHOEYTZ landed into the wind, and hit one of these swells,
inflieting on hinm scevere cuts and inm about the head. !¢ had
no srouble getting out of the rlane and inflating and elimbing
aboard his rubber boat. He stated later that he 4714 not know he
wae hurt until he noticed his own reflection on the baok of his
signalling mirror. IUILDEERAND eireled the downed glot and notioced
that he was drifting away from hile dye marker. HILDEERAND flew
low over the raft, dropped hie own dye merker, and SCHOETZ paddled
over to it. HILDEERAND continued %o circle until Dumbo arrived.

The first Dunbo to reach the soene refused to land beesuse of the
ewelle, but the second one did lend and resocued the pllot.
SCHOETZ taken by Dumbds to Jreen Island, wvhere he wars hospitalized,
returning to Gougainville two daye later via BCAT,

TOTAL HOURS FLOWS DURING JUNE, 1044 . . . .
TOTAL NUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL FLIGETS . . . . . . « . B18
TOPAL INDIVIDUAL COMBAT MISSIONS . . . .
TOTAL INDIVIDUAL COMBAT MISSIONS WHICH

mvnmw mr m QPMIO' w [ ] ‘. L] - L ] » L *“-
TOTAL ALHCRAFT ASSIGNED AS OF 50 JUNE 1944 . . . . 19 Fdlel‘s.
POTAL ATRCHAFT LOST DURING JUNE, 1044

ENEMY mm' | S S T T Noae.
OPMIUN & P * o 9 % @ '
EIERY AIRCORAFT DESTROYED DURING PERIOCD.
Wmﬂ MGL . &P 9 oW @ 0
Imvxm“ ﬁmnm - [ ] L] L L ] [ ] - » o
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War Diary of Marine Fighter Sguadron VMO-261, for June 1944

APPROVED:S
Elllm a- Einmiﬁm. Eajiﬂr’ Egiai.
Commanding Officer.
Prepared byl
Henry I, EEEEH, 2nd Lt., ﬂﬁﬁaﬁ.,

intelligence Offlicer.
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